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Introduction 
 

There is no more iconic building in Mudgee’s history than the much-lamented Hotel Mudgee.  I arrived in Mudgee in 

1977, twelve years after the Hotel Mudgee disappeared, and have heard many people regret that it was lost to Mudgee’s 

streetscape. I have always been intrigued by the Hotel Mudgee story  and n 2021, finding that nostalgia over this grand 

building is still strong, I decided to compile a definitive history.  

A friend and fellow history enthusiast, the late Colin Jones, was a son of Ron Jones, the last licensee of the Hotel 

Mudgee. We often talked about compiling a history of the hotel and putting on a ‘Hotel Mudgee evening’ to which 

local ‘aficionados’ of the hotel would be invited to contribute. Alas, we both always had several projects on the boil 

and never got our act together. Sadly, Colin passed away in January 2020, and I would like to dedicate this study in his 

memory. I am sure that he would be thrilled to know that this story has been compiled. 

In this study I include the predecessor of the Hotel Mudgee – the Miners’ Arms Hotel –  which previously occupied 

the site from the 1870s until 1928. I also include a brief examination of the Inverness Hotel on the Sydney Road at 

Burrundulla whose valuable licence was transferred to the Hotel Mudgee.  

The directors of the Hotel Mudgee Ltd who commissioned the hotel should be commended for the considerable 

foresight which involved a financial risk, especially when one considers that it was completed in 1929, just before the 

onset of the Great Depression. From all accounts, and without having access to any financial documents, the hotel 

was highly successful., even throughout the Depression years. The Hotel Mudgee certainly put Mudgee ‘on the map’ 

at a time when tourism was beginning to be recognised as a major contributor to the local economy., and it remains 

so to this day. That a country town of the size of Mudgee had a hotel which, in the opinions of many visitors to the 

town, outranked city hotels, was an extraordinary coup for the Hotel Mudgee syndicate. Stable and competent 

management no doubt also contributed to the Hotel Mudgee’s success.  

Many notable Australian and foreign dignitaries either stayed, or were entertained, at the Hotel Mudgee. It would have 

been interesting to have been ‘a fly on the wall’ on those occasions.  

I am hoping that this study, which is still only a first draft, will revive people’s memories of the Hotel Mudgee and 

encourage them to share their Hotel Mudgee memorabilia, experiences and stories. There are some gaps which, 

hopefully over time, can be researched. Depending on the response, it may be worthwhile compiling a supplementary 

booklet of same. Therefore, I regard this project as a ‘work in progress’ and look forward to it being expanded. 

 

John Broadley 

July 2021 
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The Site 

From 1928 until 1965 The Hotel Mudgee was situated on a western portion of Allotments 18, 19 and 20 of Section 

16 of the town of Mudgee, and more precisely on the south-eastern corner of Church and Mortimer Streets. Previously 

a modest single-storeyed hotel, The Miner’s Arms’ Hotel, occupied the site from at least the 1870s until 1928. 

Subsequently a Shell service station was built on site. Such an overlay of structures is not unusual in Mudgee, an old 

town by European standards in Australia. 

 

 
Fig. 1  Crown grantees of Section 16 of the town of Mudgee 

 

Altogether Thomas Keogh acquired four allotments in Section 16 in October 1854: 

• Allotment 17:  £28/5/- 

• Allotment 18:  £35/15/- 

• Allotment 19:  £6 

• Allotment 20:  £81 

The disparity in the price of the allotments is perplexing, although corner sites were always more sought after, with a 

double street exposure for passing traffic, and frequently were the sites of hotels in early Mudgee. 
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The Miner’s Arms Hotel 

Ernest Hume, in his unpublished history of Mudgee, states that ‘John’ Keogh built the Miner’s Arms Hotel on the 

north-western corner of Allotment 20, at the corner of Mortimer and Church Streets and took up the licence again 

many years later. The identity of first known licensee, John Keogh in 1872, is possibly Thomas Keogh, whose middle 

name was supposedly John. 

According to his own written memoir, a copy of which survives in the archives of the Mudgee Historical Society, 

Thomas Keogh was born near Ballitore in County Kildare in 1812. County Kildare is in the south-east of Ireland in 

the historical region of Leinster in what is now the Irish Republic. County Kildare is the west of and adjacent to 

County Dublin.  

                          
                        Fig. 2  County Kildare in Leinster                                Fig. 3  Ballitore in County Kildare 

 

At the age of 15 Thomas went to Dublin to learn the ‘grocery and spirit business’ and after several years decided to 

emigrate to New South Wales. He stated that he arrived in the colony circa 1839, and allegedly first came to Mudgee 

in 1840. However, the first reference to him being in the Mudgee district was in the 1850 advertisement below. It is 

not clear if the horse belonged to Thomas, or if he was held responsible for its loss. ‘Erin’s Pass’ should be more 

correctly ‘Aaron’s Pass’, while Brucedale is a property at Peel, near Bathurst, established by the Suttor family during 

the early days of settlement in the Bathurst district, and still owned by them two hundred years later in 2021. 

£3 Reward. LOST or stolen, from near Erin’s Pass, on the Mudgee Road, a light bay horse, small star in 

forehead, switch tail, 2 white hind, branded MT on the shoulder, and TS on the other. Any person bringing 

the same to Mr. Walsh, Mudgee, or to Mr. Thomas Connoran, Brucedale, near Bathurst, will receive £1 reward; 

or, if stolen, on the conviction of the person, £3. THOMAS KEOGH. Mudgee, March 5th, 1850. (The People's 

Advocate and New South Wales Vindicator, Sydney, Saturday, 16th March 1850, p. 15) 

There is no marriage for Thomas and his wife Bridget listed in New South Wales records. They had thirteen children 

altogether, although the births of the first two cannot be located in New South Wales State records; the remainder 

were all born in Mudgee. 

• Annie (1852-    ) 

• Jeremiah (1854-    ) 

• Patrick (1856-    ) 

• Thomas (1858-    ) 

• Margaret (1860-    ) 

• Mary (1862-    ) 

• Stephen (1863-    ) 
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• Michael (1866-1867) 

• Bridget (1868-    ) 

• Frances (1870-    ) 

• John (1872-    ) 

• Teresa (1877-    ) 

• Joseph 1879-    ).  

Thomas accumulated a property composed of numerous small portions in the Parish of Var, north of the village of 

Lue, midway between Mudgee and Rylstone.  

 
Fig. 4  Thomas Keogh’s crown purchases in the south-eastern portion of the Parish of Bara 

 

Thomas John Keogh died 4th August 1891, leaving his wife Bridget as his executor.  

AN OLD CATHOLIC COLONIST PASSED AWAY. Intelligence of the death of Mr. Thomas Keogh 

comes from Pleasant Hill. The deceased was 73 years of age, and he had resided in the Mudgee district for half 

a century. Mr. Keogh was a native of County Kildare, Ireland, and had been 52 years in the colony. He was 

one of the leading Catholics in the Mudgee district, and was the first man that served Mass in Bathurst. When 

there was no church in Mudgee he allowed the priest to officiate in his residence for nine months, and was 

subsequently was the highest subscriber towards the erection of the first Catholic church in Mudgee. Although 

it was raining heavily before the funeral and the creeks were very high, the great respect in which the deceased 

was shown by the very large attendance of mourners at the funeral. The Very Rev. Dean O’Donovan officiated 

at the grave in the Catholic portion of the cemetery at Mudgee. The deceased has left a large family of sons 

and daughters. (Freeman’s Journal, Sydney, Saturday, 22nd August 1891, p. 15) 

Bridget Keogh was born circa 1833, in County Clare, a daughter of Patrick Maloney and Ellen, nee Quinlan, and died 

31st August 1910, aged 76. Bridget’s family were established on the land at Bara, near Lue, and both her parents died 

there in the 1870s. Bridget’s brief obituary suggests that she moved to Mudgee when it was still only a fledgling 

settlement: 

Mrs. Bridget Keogh, 76, who went to reside at Mudgee when two or three buildings comprised the town, died 

during the week at Lue. (Evening News, Sydney, Monday, 5th September 1910, p. 1) 
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As Bridget had not properly administered her late husband’s estate, a court ordered that the estate be settled. Thus, 

on 18th November 1913 Thomas John Keogh, grazier, administrator of the estate of his father, Thomas Keogh, grazier 

of Lawson’s Creek near Mudgee, sold portions of Allotments 18, 19 and 20, comprising 2 roods and 7 perches on an 

irregularly-shaped site, to Henry Edward Alexander Wells, auctioneer of Mudgee, for £800 (OST 1015 209).  

MOTOR CAR BURNED. A fire broke out on Tuesday morning in a large shed at the rear of the Miners’ Arms Hotel, 

Mudgee (N.S.W.), destroying the shed, a motor car, two tons of chaff, five cans of petrol, and other material. The 

shed was the property of Mr. H. E. A. Wells, and the contents the property of Mr. J. Fitzsimmons, licensee of the 

hotel. The total damage was about £250, none of which was covered by insurance. (The Farmer and Settler, Sydney, 

Friday, 12th March 1915, p. 4) 

 
Fig. 5  The Miners’ Arms Hotel in the background during the Kookaburra March through Mudgee in 1916 

 

Patriotism during wartime often encouraged generosity:  

For the Australian Soldiers, Hotelkeeper’s Offer. Mr. John Fitzsimmons, of the Miners’ Arms Hotel, 

Mudgee, will give the whole of his bar takings next Saturday for the benefit of the Australian soldiers at the 

front. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 6th September 1915, p. 2) 

Cycling was a very popular sport in early C20th Mudgee, and races invariably started and finished at various hostelries: 

 
Fig. 6  Cyclists at the junction of Mortimer and Church Street, circa 1923, outside the Miners’ Arms Hotel 

 

In 1923 several hotel licences in Mudgee town and district were under considerable scrutiny, including the Miners’ 

Arms Hotel: 
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MINERS’ ARMS HOTEL, MUDGEE.  Owner, Percy George Wells; Licensee William Moran; mortgagee, 

A. C. Wade. Mr. McPherson (McPherson and Bawden) appeared for both the owner and the licensee. 

Inspector Bond, giving evidence, said there was one conviction against: the house. The building was a single 

storey brick one. The number of rooms was 17, and eight bedrooms were available for the public. There were 

33 stalls in the stables and a motor shed. 

The trade was from casual callers, country people, and dining room. The premises were well conducted, but, 

on his last inspection, a trifle untidy. The house did a considerable trade, situated as it was almost in the centre 

of the town. The kitchen (detached) was old. and required renewing; also the laundry. 

To the Board: The Sydney Hotel is far superior to the Miners’ Arms. The Miners’ Arms compared favorably 

with the Oriental. 

To Mr. McPherson: He would be surprised to learn that the Miners’ Arms had been erected within nine years. 

He would not suggest that the Sydney Hotel was more substantial than the Miners’ Arms; it was more 

commodious, 

William Moran, licensee, paid 30/- a week rent, and £33 a year in rates. The receipts from the bar were £50 a 

week, the takings from accommodation and meals were £15 a week. His business, was principally with outside 

farmers and Workman’s sales brought custom. 

Some of the cricketers made the house their stopping place. The yard was large and convenient for country 

people. Sometimes there were upwards of 30 vehicles there. 

To Inspector Bond: All except the front wall was new. It was a rebuilt building. The kitchen was in bad order. 

Percy George Wells, owner, gave evidence that he was willing to have what improvements were required 

carried out. 

Patrick O'Brien, a contractor living at Spring Flat, said he stayed at the Miner’s Arms when in town. On a 

Saturday he did not think there were less than 20 traps in the yard, and he had seen over 50 there. It catered 

well for meals, and .sometimes there were three sittings at the table. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 12th March 1923, p. 6) 

In 1921 confusion existed over two licensees – Messrs. Barrett and Moran – advertising their new management of the 

Miners’ Arms Hotel. Conflicting advertisements even appear on the same page in the Mudgee Guardian on Monday, 2 

May 1921. Nevertheless, Mr. Barrett disappeared into the ether and Mr. Moran remained the licensee until the hotel 

closed in 1923. 

 
Fig. 7  Advertisement: Miners’ Arms Hotel, 1923 
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The Miner’s Arms Hotel was delicensed in 1923 (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th April 

1923, p. 18), a year when several hotels in the town and district were delicensed for not conforming to modern 

standards. Compensation was received by the owner and the licensee for the loss of business potential: the owner, 

Percy Wells £1,000, and the licensee, William Moran £240. 

 

 
Fig. 8  Advertisement: contents sale (1923) 

 

The building subsequently served for several years as a boarding house, the fate of many of Mudgee’s former hotels. 

On 14th March 1928, Percy George Wells, eldest son and executor of the estate of his father Henry Edward Alexander 

Wells, who had died 8th June 1916, sold the former hotel building on the afore-mentioned site to Edwin Augustus 

Bartlett, accountant of Mudgee, for £1,900 (OST 1506 579) . 

On 18th June 1928 Edwin Bartlett sold the property to ‘Hotel Mudgee Limited’ for £2,275 (OST 1518 931). The 

Miners’ Arms Hotel was subsequently demolished to make way for the new Hotel Mudgee. Ironically. some thirty-

five years later, the Hotel Mudgee was delicensed and demolished in 1965; a Shell garage was built on the site. 

Licensees 

John Keogh         1872 

Cornelius Collins         1878-1881 

Alfred R. Wait         1886 

Richard A. Wait         1895-1899 

George Gentle         1903-1914 

John Fitzsimmons         1915-1919 

A. J. Barrett         1921 

William Moran         1921-1923 
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The Inverness Hotel 

The licence for the Hotel Mudgee was sourced from the Inverness Hotel at Mudgee which was located on the Sydney 

road on the southern side of the railway crossing at Burrundulla. The site of the Inverness Hotel was part of Portion 

182 of the Parish of Mudgee in the County of Wellington, a grant registered in 1834 to Mudgee pioneer settler George 

Cox. Portion 182 was the homestead portion of the Burrundulla estate which, at its apogee, reached some 40,000 

acres under George Henry Cox, eldest son of George Cox. Over the years parts of Portion 182 were leased to tenants 

for assorted industries such as brewing, cordial making, and flour making. 

In the mid-1870s it is presumed that George Henry Cox, now in possession of the Burrundulla estate since the death 

of his father in 1868, constructed the original section of the Inverness Hotel which consisted of the main section and 

a detached service wing at the rear. Over time side and rear verandahs were enclosed to create additional rooms to 

create the structure depicted in Fig. 9. 

The hotel’s first lessee from 1876 to 1891 was Ewen Stoddart, born in Inverness in Scotland in 1836, hence the name 

of the hotel. He was succeeded by James Stoddart  in 1892 who was in turn  succeeded by William Imber from 1893 

to 1909. James Birtles was licensee from 1909 until the late 1920s. In 1915 James Birtles had the opportunity to 

purchase the hotel and 70 acres for £750 from the trustees of George Henry Cox (OST Bk 1066 No. 971). In 1918 

he purchased an adjoining block of 45 acres 2 roods for £340 (OST Bk 1122 No. 500). 

In 1927 James Birtles commissioned Mudgee-based architect Harold Hardwick to design a three-room gabled 

extension to the Inverness Hotel (Fig. 10).  

 
Fig. 9  The Inverness Hotel (circa 1909) 

 

 
Fig. 10  Street elevation additions by Harold Hardwick (1927) 
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However, in May 1928, James Birtles sold the Inverness Hotel on 70 acres to the Hotel Mudgee syndicate for £3,870, 

and in the same month the licence was transferred to Herman Warneminde who had moved from Queensland where 

he had been a publican. The sale price was substantial, but the real prize was the licence. 

 

 

Fig. 11  Advertisement: Notification of application for licence transfer 

The process for moving the valuable liquor licence had commenced: 

THE BIG TOURIST HOTEL. In our Thursday’s issue another step was made in the direction of the erection 

of the big tourist hotel! in Mudgee, when Mr. H. O. S. Warneminde, the new licensee of the Inverness Hotel, 

advertised that it was his intention at the next Licensing Court to be held in Mudgee on June 22, to apply for 

the removal of the license for the premises, known as the Inverness Hotel to the premises proposed to be 

erected at the corner of Mortimer and Church Streets, Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Saturday, 2nd June 1928, p. 1) 

In 1929, in separate sales, James Birtles and the Hotel Mudgee Limited sold two portions of land – 45 acres 2 roods 

and 50 acres 1 rood respectively –  to Mudgee Golf Club (OST Bk 1552 No. 85 and OST Bk 1552 No. 86 

respectively). At the same time the Hotel Mudgee Limited disposed of the hotel building on 19 acres 3 roods to Edgar 

Blackman., as the building was surplus to its needs. 
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Controversy over the Licence Transfer – The Court Hearing 

Another New Hotel 

Interesting Mudgee Case 

Transfer of License Granted 

Counsel Complimented by Bench 

 

A great deal of interest was centred on the session of the Licensing Court held in Mudgee last week. The new 

hotel to be built in Church street, or rather the license for it, was the draw, and the sifting of the evidence 

tendered for and against occupied the Bench for two sittings. As will be seen by the report below the license 

was granted, and it is now only a question of time till Mudgee possesses another up-to-date hotel. The new 

house will be fitted with all modern conveniences, and special attention will be given to the tourist trade which, 

the proprietors claim, can be worked up into a highly profitable asset. Should these expectations be fulfilled 

the town, it hardly needs pointing out, will benefit immensely. Nor is there any reason to suppose that these 

hopes will not be realised. Besides its unrivalled climate, Mudgee has many beauty spots and places of interest, 

and given the right kind of publicity, the old town should' speedily become one of the most popular tourist 

resorts in the State. Whether the new hotel will adversely affect any of the existing houses of call is a question 

that has caused a great deal of discussion. In other places, it has been pointed out, the reverse has been the 

case, new houses have not only created their own trade but have brought more business, and made things 

better all round for the towns in which they have been established. It is a question, however, that must be left 

for time to answer, and in wishing the new venture success the belief is implied that the existence of the new 

house will be justified by the more rapid progress and greater prosperity of the town and district.  

Messrs Adrian (chairman) and Le Brun Brown, members of the Licensing Reduction Board, sat at the Mudgee 

Court House on Friday and Saturday in hearing an application by Mr H. O. Warneminde for the transfer of 

the license of the Inverness Hotel to a site at the corner of Church and Mortimer Streets, on which it is intended 

to erect a modern hotel. 

Mr. Bathgate, barrister, Sydney, instructed by Mr E. R. Daniel, Mudgee, appeared for applicant, and Mr. H. 

Morrissey, of the firm of Murphy and Maloney, Sydney, for the objectors. 

Mr Warneminde in his evidence stated that the Inverness Hotel was, in his opinion, not required. The liquor 

interests of the people of Spring Flat, Appletree Flat, and surrounding localities, could be equally well served 

by the Federal Hotel, about, a mile distant. There was very little business done at the trucking yards in the 

vicinity of the Inverness Hotel. He considered that the hotel accommodation was not up-to-date, and that a 

modern hotel was necessary. The proposed new building provided for 43 rooms for the public and eight for 

the staff. The dining room would seat 60 people. There would be a hot and cold water service, and some of 

the bedrooms would be provided with bathrooms. Eight garages would be provided. The cost of the new hotel 

was estimated at about £35,000. 

To Mr Morrissey: It is proposed to make the tariff 16/- a day. Can’t say whether the Council has approved of 

the septic tank proposed. Have heard that there is a hot and cold water service at the Paragon Hotel. Stayed  

at two Mudgee hotels for brief periods only. The accommodation is only ordinary. It might be up to the 

standard of' the hotel I conducted at Coolah. Charged 12/- per day at Coolah. Know the Post Office Hotel is 

to be remodelled. Have not refused to supply meals or drink at the Inverness Hotel. Drovers only patronise 

the place once in a blue moon. Have done my best to extend the custom of the Inverness. The business is less 

than it was last year. People bringing stock for sale do not use the hotel. Can't say from my own knowledge 

that first-class accommodation is not available in Mudgee. Can’t say whether the hotels are overcrowded. 

To Mr Bathgate: Have found no necessity to provide a paddock for stock. 

Mr A. F. Dunn, stock and station agent, considered that more modern hotel accommodation was necessary in 

Mudgee. 

Mr A. Croft of Gulgong said that he was a member of the Local Land Board and attended sittings in Mudgee 

four times a year. In his opinion more up-to-date hotel accommodation was required. 

To Mr. Morrissey: Don’t know what alterations have been effected in the last three years. Found the meals 

satisfactory. 
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Mr Boyd Edkins, Sydney, said that he was a member of the Royal Automobile Club, and took part in reliability 

tests at frequent intervals. Mudgee was very poorly off as regarded hotel accommodation. He had stayed at 

several of the hotels, and the accommodation was not first-class. Sanitary and bath room conveniences were 

indifferent but the meals were decent. 

To Mr Morrissey: Assuming that the existing hotels are brought up to date another hotel will still be necessary. 

Some of the buildings are old fashioned, and full of steps and stairs. The furnishing is not of the best. Have 

made no complaints to the licensees. Only spent two nights in Mudgee. 

To Mr Adrian: We go where we are put during reliability trials. 

Mr F. H. Griffin, commercial traveller, said Mudgee compared unfavorably with other towns as regarded hotel 

accommodation. Another hotel was absolutely necessary. Other travellers had had the same experience as 

himself as regarded accommodation. 

To Mr. Morrissey: Stayed at the Post Office Hotel for 10 or 11 years. Tried another hotel only on one occasion. 

Mr Gordon McQueen, insurance agent, said hotel accommodation in Mudgee was not as up-to-date as that 

available in most other country towns. A first-class hotel was very necessary. The bedroom, bathroom, and 

lavatory accommodation could not be regarded as up-to-date. 

To Mr Morrissey: Stayed at the Town Hall Hotel for four years. Objected to the furnishings, and it was difficult 

to get hot water for a bath. Never complained to the licensee. 

To Mr Bathgate: Don't stay in Mudgee when I can avoid it owing to the indifferent accommodation. 

Major Farren, member of the Royal Automobile Club, said he had taken part in reliability trials at Mudgee. 

The hotel accommodation could not be compared with that available in many other towns he had visited. 

Another hotel was necessary. The rooms and beds were at present unsatisfactory. He had only stayed in 

Mudgee twice during night time.  

To Mr. Morrissey: Stayed once last year and once this. About 80 visitors were accommodated in Mudgee on 

one occasion of my visit. 

Mr. Bachelor, commercial traveller, said he had been visiting Mudgee for about seven years. The hotel 

accommodation was poor. 

Mr. A. W. Tabrett, Sydney, said he had stayed in Mudgee on one occasion only. He did not think there was 

one first-class hotel in town. He had never stayed overnight and avoided Mudgee if possible. 

To Mr. Morrissey: Had one meal in Mudgee. It was dark, and he couldn’t see what he was eating. Stayed at 

Gulgong mostly. The hotel there was old, but homely. 

Mr. S. Malorne, station manager, and dealer, Mudgee and Cudgegong, said there was no first-class hotel in 

Mudgee as far as building were concerned. Nothing worse would be struck, anywhere. Part of the Paragon 

Hotel was up to-date. About three men were engaged at the trucking yards for a few hours once a week. The 

Inverness Hotel was mainly a drinking house. Drink could be obtained as conveniently at other places. The 

proposed new hotel would better serve the interests of the public. 

To Mr Morrissey: Have not slept in a Mudgee Hotel for years. Have not inspected them particularly. Stock 

men have stayed at the Inverness hotel. Would like to see a good hotel in Mudgee for the sake of the town. It 

would encourage the travelling public to visit Mudgee. 

Mr I. J. Austin, managing director of Austin’s garage, Mudgee, said that other towns of the size and importance 

of Mudgee had better hotels. Sometimes it was difficult to get accommodation. Mudgee was a good tourist 

resort, and the motor traffic was increasing each year. His figures for benzine sold proved that. 

To Mr. Morrissey: It is hard at  times to get accommodation at the leading hotels during the summer months. 

Have stayed at three hotels in Mudgee. The meals are good and accommodation reasonable, but not first-class. 

Mr D. Solomon, a member of the Royal Automobile Club, Sydney, said he had passed through Mud gee on 

reliability trials. The town would become more popular with tourists if there was more up-to-date hotel 

accommodation. 
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To Mr. Morrissey: Stayed three or four times in Mudgee, and always got accommodation. The accommodation 

at the Club House Hotel was now much improved. 

Inspector Dunn, Licensing Inspector, said the local hotels, with the exception of the Federal, were mostly old, 

and did not meet the requirements of the people. The Court had ordered various improvements and the owners 

or licensees were making the best of a bad job. He had no objection to the Federal. Mudgee wanted a modern 

hotel. The Federal, Post Office, Paragon and Club House ranked as commercial hotels. The others were 

second-class. A stranger might pass the Inverness without recognising it as an hotel. Mudgee was a solid 

district, well patronised by tourists. The sanitary and bathroom accommodation at local hotels was not 

satisfactory in the majority of instances. Those responsible had done the best possible with the material 

available. 

To Mr. Morrissey: If an application was made for a new hotel license I would favor granting it. All the hotels 

are up to standard as regards room space. Have not reported that the accommodation is not up to standard. 

My last report was not adverse. The work ordered to be carried out by the Court has been effected with the 

exception of the Post Office. The work is now in operation. There are a good number of boarding houses in 

town. Don’t know whether they are-overtaxed. Perused the register of the Inverness Hotel for the past two 

months. Very few people stayed there. Never made any particular inspection of the register before that. There 

are good paddocks and stabling at the Inverness. Have had no complaints from the travelling public regarding 

any inability to secure accommodation in Mudgee. 

Mr. O’Reardon, a member of the Royal Automobile Club, Sydney, said he had been visiting Mudgee for two 

years. The hotel accommodation was poor compared with other towns. He complained about dirty sheets and 

the bathrooms. 

Mr. Musgrove, representing the Shell Company, said he had been visiting Mudgee for six years. In his opinion 

the hotel accommodation was not nearly up to date. A modern hotel was urgently required. The 

accommodation was good at the Federal. 

To Mr. Morrissey: Have only stayed at the Club House and the Federal. Have not any of the others. Made no 

complaint to the licensees. Have not had difficulty in securing accommodation. 

This closed the case for the applicant.  

At this stage Mr. Morrissey said that he desired to present a petition of residents protesting against the removal 

of the Inverness Hotel, but Mr. Bathgate objected on the ground that it had not been lodged in time. Mr. 

Morrissey quoted an authority in support. Of his argument that the petition should be admitted, but the Board 

ruled against him. 

Giving evidence for the electors Mr A. W. Williams, grazier, Long Creek, said that he used the Inverness Hotel 

at various periods on account of its proximity to the trucking yards. No other hotel in Mudgee provided similar 

accommodation. The hotel was, in his opinion, a public convenience, and should not be removed. He stayed 

at the Town Hall on occasions, and was quite satisfied with the accommodation. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Use the Town Hall when in town. Never truck stock. Have passed the hotel occasionally 

with stock and used paddock for my horse. 

Mr. P. D. Cox, grazier, Windeyer, said he had had meals at the Inverness Hotel. A large number of the residents 

of his district used the hotel, where the yards were handy for stock. There was good stabling accommodation. 

He stayed at the Club House Hotel and the accommodation filled his requirements. He was opposed to the 

transfer of the licence of the Inverness Hotel, but was not concerned about building a new hotel. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Think Mudgee requires a new hotel, but it should be built on the site of one of the existing 

hotels. '  

Mr. J. Condon, farmer, Appletree Flat, said that he had had meals at the Inverness Hotel when using the 

trucking yards. He had signed the petition protesting against the removal of the trucking yards, and the agitation 

was successful. He also used the paddocks at the hotel on occasions. The hotel served a public convenience, 

and residents of his locality used it. 

To Mr Bathgate: A new hotel may be required, but I favor the retention of the Inverness. 
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Mr George Byrnes, farmer, Appletree Flat, said he used the Inverness Hotel, and he knew others who followed 

the same practice. There was a good deal of farming settlement in the surrounding locality. He was at the 

Inverness recently, and there was quite a crow4 there – in fact, he made a remark that the bar would have to 

be enlarged. The Mt. Frome employees patronised the hotel. In his opinion the Inverness was badly wanted. 

To Mr Bathgate: Have no objections to one or half a dozen new hotels, but object to shifting the Inverness. 

Stay at the Sydney Hotel, which will do me. Get all I require there. It’s immaterial to me whether the new hotel 

is up or down, I never pass the Inverness. We’ll be there going home. Do not stay there overnight. Am a 

married man. I volunteered to give evidence in this case. 

Mr. Patrick McManus, farmer and grazier, Appletree Flat, said he had stayed at the Inverness Hotel, and others 

from his locality had done the same. There was good stabling and paddocking. It would inconvenience the 

public if the hotel was removed. 

To Mr Bathgate: Have no objection to a new hotel, but I don't require it. 

Mr. James Lennox, drover, said the Inverness Hotel served a certain section of the community. He had a drink 

there, but never stayed at the hotel. 

To Mr. Bathgate: It should be in the interests of the town to have a new hotel. 

Mr. T. O’Connell, drover, said he had stayed at the Inverness Hotel on occasions. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Would like to see more than one up-to-date hotel. Would like one on every corner.  

Mr. J. Fox, grazier, Upper Meroo, said he travelled stock to Mudgee and always used the Inverness Hotel, 

which was very convenient and served a public convenience. 

To Mr. Bathgate: When I heard of the proposed transfer I offered to give evidence in opposition. Have no 

wish to see a new hotel erected. 

Mr. W. Werner, grazier, Meroo, said he objected to the transfer of the license of the Inverness Hotel. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Use the hotel every few weeks when travelling stock. Have been treated well at the hotel, 

which was like a home in Mr. Birtles’ time. Stay at the Town Hall Hotel occasionally. Have the interests of the 

district at heart.  Would not mind a new hotel, but not at my expense. 

Mr. F. Birtles, grazier, Upper Meroo, said he found the Inverness Hotel very useful. It was a necessity to 

residents in his locality. He was opposed to its removal. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Stayed at the Inverness every time I came to town. A new hotel may beautify Mudgee, but I 

don't think it is necessary. Never had an interest in the brewery. 

Mr. H. Hardwick, architect, gave evidence as to the amount of money spent on improvements to various local 

hotels. When the Post Office Hotel was completed it would rank as a first-class hotel.  

To Mr. Bathgate: Mudgee is a progressive town. Any modern building will be an improvement. 

Mr. H. Clymer, resident electrical engineer for Crompton and Co., Sydney, said he was a boarder at the Paragon 

Hotel, and the accommodation compared more than favorably with that available at other hotels he had stayed 

at in different towns in the State. 

Mr. J. P. Hill, draper, of Mudgee, gave evidence that Mudgee hotels compared favorably with others he had 

visited in various towns in the west. He had heard no complaints about accommodation. Mudgee was, in his 

opinion, well equipped with hotels. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Have held that opinion for years. I am interested in the anti-prohibition campaign. Have 

often sent people in search of accommodation to various hotels and they were always 

successful.(…………………) Town Hall Hotel and were satisfied with the accommodation. He had travelled 

rather extensively in various parts of the State. There were sufficient hotels to meet the requirements of the 

town. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Don’t think many of the travelling public will pay 16/- a day tariff. Some growl at paying 

14/-. 
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Mr. H. G. Dee, Town Clerk, said that the application for the installation, of the septic tank at the proposed 

new hotel had not yet received the approval of the Board of Health., 

Mrs. E. Wonson, proprietress of the Paragon Hotel, said that improvements carried out during the past 18 

months cost over £4,000. A new wing had been erected, with hot and cold water throughout. Guests had 

always expressed satisfaction at the accommodation provided. The hotel was only full on a few occasions 

throughout the year and then she had always arranged for accommodation of unsuccessful applicants at other 

hotels in town. Well, known public personages, including Cabinet Ministers, had stayed at the hotel, and had 

generally complimented her on the accommodation. One complaint had been made about sheep. But an 

inspection by the police had proved the complaint to be unfounded. Without the bar the house side of the. 

business would be unprofitable. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Try to conduct the hotel in a first-class manner. There are 34 rooms in the house, five of 

which are- used by the staff. There is hot and cold water in 15 bedrooms. 

Mr. Small, licensee of the Federal Hotel, said that the hotel had been rebuilt. There were 12 rooms available 

for the public. There was only one first-class room with two beds. Various well-known people had patronised 

the hotel and he had been congratulated by members of the English Speaking Union on the class of 

accommodation provided. The hotel could be described as first-class. 

To Mr. Bathgate: All classes of people patronise the hotel. 

To Mr. Morrissey: Since my time as licensee all the rooms have only been occupied on two occasions. 

Mr. Byrne, licensee of the Post Office Hotel, said that the hotel was being remodelled, and when finished there 

would be 20 rooms available for the public. The work of renovation was well in hand. When completed the 

hotel would be a fine one for a town the size of Mudgee. Another hotel was not necessary in Mudgee, judging 

by his experience. 

To Mr. Bathgate: The hotel was not in a good state prior to the alterations. When completed the hotel would 

meet all the requirements of the town. During the last seven years the hotel has changed hands seven times. 

To Mr Morrissey: The brewery is financing the improvements. The hotel has only been full on two occasions 

in my time. 

Mr. G. J. Maloney, licensee of the Club House Hotel, said that 18 rooms were available for the public. The 

lodgers’ register proved that the house had only been full on three or four occasions and then accommodation 

had been arranged in other hotels. On average only about half the rooms were occupied. Another hotel in 

Mudgee was not required. In his experience the hotel would not be profitable without the bar. 

Mr. A. J. Lord, licensee of the Royal Hotel, said that he had 16 rooms for the public, and 11 were first-class. 

There was accommodation for 26 people. On most occasions the rooms were only about half-full. Show and 

race times were the only occasions on which the. accommodation was taxed. Another hotel in town was not 

necessary. 

To Mr. Bathgate: Some of the rooms are small, but they meet with the requirements of the Act.  

This was the case for the objectors. 

In his address Mr Morrissey vigorously contended that1 the town was well catered for as regarded hotel 

accommodation. Was it fair or reasonable to expect that a palatial building should be erected for the special 

accommodation of the Royal Automobile Club members, who visit the town on rare occasions. There was not 

a shadow of evidence that the townspeople required another hotel. (…………….) that accommodation was 

not up-to--date. If, as another witness stated, the tourist traffic was increasing, was not that sufficient and 

convincing proof that the travellers were satisfied with the accommodation already provided. Various owners 

and licensees had spent up wards of £16,000 on improving their houses in a comparatively short time, and in 

addition other work had been done. The class of men who patronised the second? class hotels were surely 

worthy of consideration. Why should a house, which was serving the men who were rightly described as the 

backbone of the country, be closed and another built which would serve the interests of tourists? In conclusion 

he asked the Bench to consider seriously the aspect of the case as stated, and decide against the transfer. 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

19 
 

Mr Bathgate, in a solid address, contended that the Inverness served but few requirements. Evidence showed 

that stock men used it but rarely, and that the takings were very small. The existing hotels were; almost without 

exception, almost as old as the town itself, and although much excellent work had been done in renovations, 

etc., they would not be brought up to first class standard by mere additions. The bathrooms were put up in 

any old way. No doubt the best had been done under the circumstances, but a town of Mudgee’s importance 

was worthy of better accommodation than at present existed. In reality the licenses in the district would not 

be increased – the transfer of one only was applied for. Evidence showed that travellers could not get suitable 

accommodation, and were obliged to stay in other towns. Mudgee had progressed, but the hotels were a by-

word and a reproach. 

After a brief retirement the Board returned to Court, and Mr. Adrian (chairman) announced that it had been 

decided to grant the application for transfer of the license. He congratulated counsel on the great assistance 

they had given the Board. Mr. Bathgate’s wide knowledge had proved an invaluable help, while Mr. Morrissey 

was to be congratulated on his able presentation of the case. It could not have been presented better. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 23rd July 1928, p. 2) 

With approval for the licence transfer from the Inverness Hotel to the proposed new Hotel Mudgee, plans could now 

get underway: 
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Heralding a New Era for Mudgee – The Hotel Mudgee Proposal 
 

Obviously considerable thought had preceded the following article which was describing a quite revolutionary project 

for an Australian rural town in the early twentieth century. 

MODERN HOTEL, FOR MUDGEE. EFFECT ON OTHER HOUSES. POPULARISING THE 

TOWN. TOURISTS’ AND TRAVELLERS’ NEEDS. 

As the outcome of a careful study of the conditions of road travel from Sydney to the north west and northern 

districts of this State, and between Sydney and Brisbane, Mr J. D. O’Currie (sic), master builder, of Strathfield, 

has decided to build a modern hotel in Mudgee.  

Much prominence has been given of late to the idea of building hotels in country centres to meet the growing 

demand of travellers and tourists, and Mr Currie (sic) is convinced that, for such a hotel as he contemplates, 

this town is an ideal location. 

It seems paradoxical to assert that the establishment of such a house would not adversely affect the existing 

houses of call in Mudgee. Yet proof of this contention is not far to seek. 

Some years ago, after the purchase of the Carrington Hotel in Katoomba, it was thought that the trade would 

centre round this hotel. But exactly the opposite happened. The ‘boost’ given to the place led to increased 

trade, and the other hotels and accommodation houses doubled their business in two years, while building sites 

in the same time, increased 100 per cent in value. 

When considered, this is only natural. The more interest that can be created in a town, the better are the 

prospects for the advancement of that town. So attractive has Katoomba become that people from all parts of 

Australia and New Zealand visit there, to say nothing of oversea trippers. The Tourist Bureau, National Roads 

and Motoring  Association and other automobile clubs moreover, advise members and tourists to visit 

Katoomba, Bathurst, Dubbo, Queanbeyan, Parkes, and other places where accommodation is assured! 

Mudgee should have its share of this tourist trade. The natural attractions of the town and district cannot be 

surpassed anywhere. On the road trip from Mt. Victoria to Mudgee the scenery is magnificent, especially 

between Ben Bullen and Clandulla. As a motor-tour it would be hard to equal, although parts of the road 

between Wallerawang and Capertee could be improved. 

These improvements, it is understood, are to be effected, and in no part of Australia is there to be found 

scenery of such majestic grandeur within reach of tourists for whom expense is an item that must be 

considered. 

Recently, Tamworth had a big town and district function and a report of it with photos of places of interest, 

was published in the Sydney Mail. In the report it was claimed that Tamworth, by reason of its growth and 

prosperity, was without doubt the queen city of the north-west, and one of the most progressive towns in the 

State.  

Yet neither Tamworth, nor any of the other places mentioned, possess any advantages, natural or otherwise, 

superior to those possessed by Mudgee. Of this, Mr. Currie is convinced, any many other men of substantial 

means in Mudgee and district and in Sydney, hold the same view. Enough at any rate, to provide sufficient 

capital to build a hotel in Mudgee at a cost of some £40,000. 

The hotel is to be erected in Church street, a handsome structure of modern design. There will be forty-five 

bedrooms, which, where practicable, will each have its own bathroom. The dining room will be spacious, and 

ventilated hi such a manner as to equalise the temperature in all weathers, while the entrance hall and public 

and private bars will rival any either in or out of the city. 

The kitchen and other domestic offices will be fitted with the latest labor-saving devices, and sanitary 

requirements will be specially designed by an expert of modern sanitation. 

The new hotel will be an acquisition to the town, and that by attracting tourists and travellers, it will have the 

same effect as similar ventures in other parts, there is no reasonable room for doubt. The scenic beauties of 

the town and district, and the health-giving properties of Mudgee’s wine-like air, need but to be more widely 
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known to make it one of the most popular health and pleasure resorts in the State. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 19th April 1928, p. 6) 

An initial process was the formation of a company which would take on board the project of building and operating 

the hotel. The impetus was apparently largely driven by local shareholders from Mudgee and district. W. W. Mills is 

more likely to have been W. R. (William Reuben) Mills, while D .J. O’Curry was incorrectly listed as ‘E. J. O’Curry’.  

COMPANIES REGISTERED. Companies registered to-day were: …… Hotel Mudgee Limited: Nominal 

capital, £40,000 in £1 shares. To establish and run the business of hotelkeepers, wine and spirit merchants, 

&c. First directors: J. E. Loneragan (managing), W. W. Mills, W. C. Corlis, and E. J. O’Curry. Head office: 

Mudgee………. (The Sun, Sydney,  Monday, 21st May 1928, p. 10) 

John Edward (Ted) Loneragan (1873-1950), eldest son of pioneer Mudgee merchant James Loneragan, was one of 

the prime movers of the Hotel Mudgee project. He remained involved until the late 1940s when the hotel was sold by 

the Hotel Mudgee syndicate. Other members of the syndicate at various stages were Edwin Bartlett, Richard 

Loneragan, Leslie Coward and Henry Hunter White. 

 
Fig. 12  John Edward (Ted) Loneragan 

 

The acquisition of a liquor licence for the proposed new hotel was required, and these were not easily available. An 

alternative was to acquire an existing licence from a languishing venue and transfer to the new premises: 

THE BIG TOURIST HOTEL. In our Thursday’s issue another step was made in the direction of the 

erection of the big tourist hotel in Mudgee, when Mr. H. O. S. Warneminde, the new licensee of the Inverness 

Hotel, advertised that it was his intention at the next Licensing Court to be held in Mudgee on June 22, to 

apply for the removal of the license for the premises known as the Inverness Hotel to the premises proposed 

to be erected at the corner of Mortimer and Church Streets, Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Saturday, 2nd June 1928, p. 1) 

The proposed Hotel Mudgee development application cam before Council in June 1928: 

New brick hotel, corner Mortimer and Church streets, for Mudgee Hotel, Limited: builder, D. J. O'Curry.  

The last mentioned is submitted subject to septic tank being approved by Board of Health and Ordinance No. 

71 being complied with. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 14th June 1928, p. 4) 

The Hotel Mudgee syndicate looked at similar hotels to use as a model: 

PROPOSED NEW HOTEL. The following is clipped from the Bathurst Times: Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 

Loneragan, Mr. R. Loneragan and Mr. Curry (sic), of Mudgee, who while guests at the Royal Hotel, inspected 

the various leading hotels in Bathurst. with a view of building a modern hotel in Mudgee on similar lines to 
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the palatial buildings established here. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 12th July 

1928, p. 28) 

The proposal to transfer the licence from the Inverness Hotel met with considerable opposition from certain sections 

of the local population. There were numerous witnesses for and against and the application hearing required two days 

in court: 
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The Directors of Hotel Mudgee Limited 

A full list of the shareholders/directors of the Hotel Mudgee Ltd syndicate has not been sighted by the author. Names 

have been sourced from newspaper articles and legal documents such as land title conveyance: 

Initial directors: 

• Edward Heaton (Ted) Loneragan (1873-1950), of Mudgee, merchant, son of Mudgee merchant James 

Loneragan 

• William Reuben Mills (1880-1963), of Wilgowrah, Mudgee, grazier 

• William ‘Charles’ Corlis (1876-1954), of Bandanora, Capertee, grazier 

• Daniel Joseph O’Curry (    -1942), of Sydney, master builder 

Subsequent directors: 

• Richard Loneragan (1877-1932), merchant, son of Mudgee merchant James Loneragan 

• Edwin Bartlett (1888-1939), of Mudgee, stock and station agent 

• Leslie Blanchard Coward (1887-1960), formerly of Guntawang, Gulgong and later of Birriwa Station, Birriwa, 

grazier 

• Henry Hunter White (1867-1947), of Havilah, Mudgee, grazier 

It has not been verified if Edward Heaton (Tim) Loneragan (1904-2001) was a member of the syndicate. Nor is it 

known if there were any additional members. 
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The Design Concept 
 

Edward Heaton (Tim) Loneragan (1904-2001), eldest son of John Edward  (Ted) Loneragan, was extensively involved 

in bringing the Hotel Mudgee project to fruition. Tim and Ted Loneragan frequently went on buying expeditions to 

America in search of the latest technology to import to their Mudgee store. The author of this document had several 

discussions with Tim in the late 1990s and discovered that he was impressed by Californian design and architecture, 

which widely incorporated Spanish mission style, redolent of the days when California was a Spanish colony before 

becoming an American state. He was also impressed by luxury American hotels of the 1920s and consequently 

encouraged his father to become involved in building a luxury American-style hotel in Mudgee. Tim came up with the 

general design concept, and oversaw plans designed by architect Dallas Edward Walsh, of Castlereagh Street, Sydney.. 

However, while the hotel was under construction plans were approved by Mudgee Council for alterations drawn up 

by Mudgee-based architect Harold Hardwick. Harold Hardwick had worked extensively for the Loneragan family 

since 1900, designing additions and modifications to the family home, Heaton Lodge, to the family store in Church 

Street, Mudgee, and for a new house for Richard Loneragan in Lawson Street, Mudgee. 

 

                               
                 Fig. 13  Edward Heaton ‘Tim’ Loneragan                     Fig. 14  Architect, Harold Hardwick 

     

The author of this study was fortunate to acquire photocopied plans of the architectural drawings for the Hotel 

Mudgee, and has lodged same with the Mudgee Historical Society Inc: 

 

 
Fig. 15  Mortimer Street elevation of the Hotel Mudgee, undated and unsigned, but attributed to Dallas Edward 

Walsh 
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An Impressive Hotel for Mudgee 
 

The undated plans must have been in existence by the time of the creation of Hotel Mudgee Ltd, as demolition of the 

Miners’ Arms Hotel occurred soon after the licence transfer was approved. 

The old Miners’ Arms Hotel disappears in one day, while work on its replacement starts immediately: 

BUSY AS BEES. Mr. O’Curry, contractor for the new hotel in Mudgee, is a man of action, as is also his 

foreman, Mr. I. Twigg. On Monday a start was made with the demolition of the old Miners’ Arms building, 

and by evening there was not a brick standing. It was mighty slick work. The large staff is now busily engaged 

in preparing the foundations, and a start with the main building will be made any day. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th August 1928, p. 36) 

TAKING SHAPE. Under the capable supervision of the foreman (Mr Twigg) the Hotel Mudgee is rapidly 

taking shape. More men are to be put on next week, and when the long and varied experience Mr. Twigg has 

had in handling big construction jobs is taken into consideration, it is a fairly safe bet that the new pub will be 

completed to schedule time – this coming Christmas. One of the shareholders in the hotel, Mr. O’Currie (sic), 

contractor for the building, is also confident that the hotel will be finished on time and as he has also had 

considerable experience throughout the State on big building jobs, his opinion should carry weight. On the 

completion of the Hotel Mudgee, Mr O’Currie (sic), intends taking a trip to Ireland. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 20th September 1928, p. 33) 

The Mayor of Mudgee, Alderman Bartlett, had sold the Miner’s Arms Hotel site and adjoining lands to the Hotel 

Mudgee syndicate, of which he was a member: 

The Mayor stated that as he was interested in the Hotel Mudgee he would withdraw during the discussion on 

the septic tank proposal. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 20th September 1928, p. 

22) 

The installers of the hotel’s septic tank is revealed, an item which was to prove to be contentious: 

Home Sanitation Ltd. has contracts in course of construction for the following: ………. Hotel Mudgee Ltd., 

Mudgee… (Construction and Local Government Journal, Sydney, Wednesday, 9th January 1929, p. 7) 

The majority of staff for the new hotel must have been recruited elsewhere, as few recruitment advertisements 

appeared in the local press: 

WANTED – An experienced and competent Laundress for Hotel Mudgee. Apply Mrs. H. Warnaminde (sic), 

Inverness Hotel, Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th January 1929, p. 5) 

Considerable debate in Mudgee Municipal Council revolved around the matter of a septic tank for the new hotel and 

associated kerbing and guttering: 

HOTEL MUDGEE LTD. At the special meeting of the Mudgee Council on Tuesday further consideration 

was given to matters affecting Hotel Mudgee, Ltd. It was resolved to approve of the septic tank proposal 

submitted by the company. The Public Health Department and the Council's officer had already granted 

approval. The question of kerbing and guttering, cementing footpaths, and erecting concrete gutter bridges 

was fully considered. The company agreed to pay half cost of the bridges and repairs to footpaths, and to 

provide material at cost price. It was also intimated that there was no immediate hurry for the money – that 

Council could pay up when funds were available. Ald. Robinson moved that £180 be allotted for the work, 

and that the Council exercise supervision. Ald. Dykes seconded, and it was carried. Ald. Dykes moved that 

four trees in the vicinity of the hotel frontage in Church Street be removed. Ald. Austin seconded. Ald. Bawden 

moved, as an amendment, that only the pepper tree be removed. Ald. Easton seconded the amendment which 

was carried. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th January 1929, p. 22) 

IMPROVEMENTS DESIRED. Ald. Bawden took the chair, while a request from Hotel Mudgee, Ltd., was 

considered, the Mayor stating that he was an interested party. The application was for kerbing and guttering in 

the vicinity of the hotel, putting down cement paths, and constructing concrete gutter bridges. The company 

agreed to pay half cost of the latter work. Ald. Dykes considered it was a matter for the Works Committee. 

Similar work had been carried out at the request of other ratepayers, and therefore there appeared no logical 
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grounds for objection. It was eventually resolved to deal with the request at the special meeting called for 

Tuesday night. 

SEPTIC TANK PROPOSAL. A letter was read from the Public Health Department in connection with the 

septic tank at the new hotel. The plans had been submit ted, and met with the approval of the Department. 

The Health Officer, in his statement, considered that there was no danger of a nuisance being created. Mrs 

Meers, a ratepayer residing in the vicinity, forwarded a letter of protest on the grounds that the installation of 

the tank would depreciate the value of her property and probably create a nuisance. Ald. Fletcher said that his 

professional opinion was that there was not the slightest danger of a nuisance being created. He had never 

seen a better scheme for disposing of the effluent. He moved that approval be given, and Ald. Dykes seconded.  

Ald. Robinson moved an amendment to the effect that the Council inspect the site the following morning, and 

that the matter be further considered at the special meeting. Ald. Evans seconded. Ald. Bawden pointed out 

that, for purely business reasons, the company would guard against the creation of any nuisance. After further 

discussion the amendment was carried. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th January 

1929, p. 27) 

Amazingly, the construction of the hotel was finished by mid-February 1929: 

HOTEL MUDGEE. The official opening of the Hotel Mudgee will take place on February 23. Full 

particulars will be published later. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 7th February 1929, 

p. 9) 

HOTEL MUDGEE. The fine new Hotel Mudgee will be officially opened by Colonel Bruxner, Minister for 

Local Government, at 3 p.m. on Saturday, February 23. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 14th February 1929, p. 18) 

The following article contained a detailed description of the internal layout and facilities of the new hotel:  

HOTEL MUDGEE. 

THE IDEA BEHIND IT. ALL MODERN APPOINTMENTS. COMFORT THE FIRST AIM. 

 

Early last year a limited liability company was formed – the shareholders being all district residents – for the 

purpose of establishing in Mudgee a first-class hotel to cater for Australian and oversea visitors to the town. 

 

Hitherto comparatively few tourists from overseas have visited this district, though thousands visit this and 

the other States of Australia every year, some coming by British and American boats, and others by French, 

Italian, German and Norwegian vessels. 

It will be seen that this opportunity to assist in developing the grazing and farming sections of Australia has 

not been availed of to any extent. Bring these tourists to the country districts, and when they return home they 

will send out hosts of their friends. This hotel will cater for the travelling public, and it will also cater for 

tourists and visitors from overseas. That is the idea behind the Hotel Mudgee. 

It seems, too, that it should be successful, as most of the tourist agencies in Sydney are eager to bring in new 

centres in the country districts for tourists to visit. 

The hotel is erected on the site of the old Miners’ Arms, one of the very old hotels of Mudgee. Work on the 

new building commenced on Aug 9, the demolition of the old hotel being completed in six or eight hours. 

Once work on the new building was put in hand it was pushed ahead rapidly, and as each month passed good 

progress was made. 

Although only a week over six months since operations were start ed, the building is completed, and will be 

opened by the Minister for Local Government next Saturday, Feb. 23, at 3 p.m. 

The hotel contains forty-seven bedrooms for guests, the staff being housed in a separate building. The entrance 

and assembly hall 45ft by 40, with a terazzo floor, is nicely finished, and so designed as to be exceptionally cool 

in summer and warm in winter, the requisite warmth in winter being ensured by two large fireplaces, built on 

the new open hearth system. The furniture and fittings are of polished maple. 
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Adjoining this is the social, or lounge room, with the floor finished in tallow wood, which, when waxed, will 

give this handsome room the same appearance as the new restaurant at David Jones and Co., Sydney. 

To the left of the lounge is the dining room 40ft by 36, which will cater for everyone, the management having 

decided that there shall be only one class. Here the floor is also of tallow wood, and the fittings and furnishing 

of this handsome room leave nothing to be desired. Leading off it is a large servery, and then the kitchen – 

equipped with every modern requirement – and the refrigerating chamber. At the rear is the boiler for the hot 

water system – an improved type, which will ensure a plentiful supply of hot water ail over the hotel. 

The bedrooms are beautifully furnished; only the best quality and most modern designs being used; the suites 

being of polished maple, Elizabethan oak, silky oak, and log oak. All the floors are carpeted, the only linoleum 

in the hotel being that used in the kitchen and servery. 

Provision is made for tourists with families – large bedrooms with accommodation for both adults and 

children. Every room has a hot and cold water service, and there are suites which are provided with a bath and 

balcony to each room. The double rooms have twin beds, and, like the family and single rooms, leave nothing 

wanting for the comfort of guests. Each bedroom has a writing desk, which is fitted as well with a reading 

lamp. 

The bath-rooms and lavatories are conveniently situated, and the number of baths (non-splash) preclude any 

possibility of the annoying delays so common in many hotels and tourist resorts. 

Spacious and comfortably furnished, the lounge landing has a terrazzo floor and is carpeted, and the upstairs 

social room is in keeping with the fine appointments of the rest of the establishment. 

Provision is also made for commercial travellers – sample rooms and so forth – and there are fourteen lock-

up garages.  

The bar is fitted with one of the newest electric refrigerators, and the latest appliances for keeping draught beer 

and other liquors cool during the hot weather. 

With the official opening next Saturday Mudgee can take pride in possessing one pf the most up-to-date and 

best equipped hotels south of the line. There is nothing gaudy or gim-crick about the new hotel – nothing 

meretricious. Comfort has been the first aim, but at the same time harmony of color and outline has not been 

lost sight of, and the result is a luxuriously-appointed hotel in which the evidences of luxury and the realities 

of solid comfort are so skilfully blended as to form one harmonious whole. The Hotel Mudgee is a triumph to 

the designers and builders, and to the town alike! (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 

18th February 1929, p. 6) 

Newspapers seem to take great joy in correcting mistakes in other newspapers: 

Hotel Mudgee. A CORRECTION MISLEADING NEWS ITEM. In a Sydney daily last Friday (the 

Telegraph Pictorial) it was stated that on Friday next the Minister for Local Government (Mr. Bruxner) would 

come to Mudgee to open a bridge, and next day go on to Gulgong to open a hotel erected under the patronage 

of the local shire counc.il with the specific purpose of enticing tourists traffic to the district. 

Apart from the fact Gulgong is run by a Town Council, and the bridge is near Gulgong and the hotel in 

Mudgee, the item is correct. Or rather, it would be if the dates weren’t mixed, and “providing for” was 

substituted for “enticing”. 

Next Saturday Mr Bruxner will open the Hotel Mudgee in this town at 3 p.m., after opening – if present plans 

are adhered to – a bridge at Gulgong on the previous day. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 18th February 1929, p. 9) 

Local Government Minister in the Bavin Government, Michael Bruxner had a busy day of official duties. He 

subsequently became a prominent leader in the Country Party and was knighted in 1962. The Bruxner Highway in 

northern NSW is named after him: 

The new concrete bridge over Wyaldra Creek, on the Dunedoo-Gulgong road, will be opened by the Minister 

for Local Government on February 23. On that day he will also open the Mudgee Tourist Hotel in Mudgee. 

Wyaldra Shire Council has asked the Mudgee Chamber of Commerce to arrange for delegates of local authority 
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bodies interested to meet the Minister, and urge that the trunk road from Blue Mountains to Gunnedah should 

he declared a State highway. (Lithgow Mercury, NSW, Thursday, 21st February 1929, p. 5) 

CABINET MINISTER OPENS NEW HOTEL. MUDGEE. Saturday. At the invitation of Mr. J. E. 

Loneragan the Minister for Local Government (Mr Bruxner) opened the Hotel Mudgee this afternoon. The 

hotel contains 47 bedrooms. Mr Bruxner said it was somewhat unusual for a Minister of the Crown to open 

an hotel, but as the Minister for Local Government had to support local industry and the new hotel was built 

by local men and capital he was pleased with the idea behind the hotel to attract oversea visitors and get them 

into the country to see its natural resources. (The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, 25th February 1929, p. 12) 

THE HOTEL MUDGEE. Decidedly the most crowded place in the town on Saturday afternoon was the 

Hotel Mudgee. All the prominent people of the town and district were there, the occasion being the opening 

of the new hotel by the Minister For Public Works, Mr. F. Bruxner, M.L.A. The ceremony was marked by 

some very interesting speeches, a full report of which will appear in Thursday’s issue. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 25th February 1929, p. 7) 

 
Fig. 16  Michael Frederick Bruxner, MLA 

 

The Hotel Mudgee 

Valuable Asset to the Town 

Where the Real Australia Is 

Inducements to Over-Sea Visitors 

Some Interesting Speeches 

 

A large and representative gathering on Saturday afternoon. heard Mr J. E. Loneragan trace the genesis of the 

idea, that had replaced the old Miners’ Arms with the Hotel Mudgee. He said that though immigration has 

been advocated by pretty well all Australian governments, up to the present time no serious attempt had been 

made to bring it into effect. People came to Australia from overseas, spent some time in the cities and went 

away again, knowing little, if anything, of the real Australia. This had been realised by men who having the 

interests of the country at heart, wished to give visitors the opportunity of viewing this land of ours in its 

proper perspective. The celebration they were assisting at was a definite step in that direction by Mudgee and 

the district behind Mudgee. Most of the overseas people who came to this State had never seen a sheep shorn, 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

29 
 

and had only the vaguest idea of where the real wealth of Australia was – how it was produced and the people 

who produced it. To spread abroad a knowledge of what this State was like outside the cities, to show people 

the real Australia – that was what had brought the Hotel Mudgee into being. Up till now visitors saw the sights 

of Sydney, the National Park, the Blue Mountains, the Jenolan Caves, but they rarely saw the country itself. In 

a great measure this was due to the lack of inducement offered by country towns. He had met scores of people 

when he was abroad who had assured him that they had seen New South Wales, but, as a matter of fact, they 

had seen nothing of the real wealth of the State. The object of the directors of the Hotel Mudgee was to attract 

these tourists to this district by assuring them first-class accommodation, and if other towns followed Mudgee’s 

lead, tourists would have the opportunity of seeing Australia – the real Australia – at first hand. When they 

had, nothing was surer that, on their return to their own country, they would relate their experiences, and the 

impression they had formed of the opportunities offered by such a rich and fertile district as Mudgee would 

be the means of inducing the right class of mi grant to come and try their fortune here. 

His Worship, the Mayor (Ald. E. A. Bartlett) after extending, on behalf of the citizens of Mudgee a welcome 

to the Minister for Works, said that he was pleased to be associated with such a venture as the Hotel Mudgee. 

It was good to see that an effort was being made to make the country towns more attractive to visitors, and it 

would help as well, to stop the drift to the city. Mudgee perhaps had been taking things rather quietly for a few 

years. But of late something had been done – Lawson Park was one instance – to show that there were other 

places than the cities that were worthy of attention. Personally he thought there was nothing better than the 

country life. The open spaces had always appealed to him as more pleasant than life in the city, where you were 

crowded, land felt half-suffocated, and longed to get back to the fresh and pleasant surroundings of the 

country. He hoped that, following Mudgee’s lead, other country towns would provide attractions and good 

accommodation for visitors. 

The president of the Chamber of Commerce (Dr. Alan Fletcher,) said it was a good thing to know that Mudgee 

had men of vision: men who. recognised that the town had a great future. Some of these men had backed their 

opinion of the town’s future by building the fine hotel they were opening that day. He believed that their 

efforts would be crowned with success, and thought that they deserved the thanks of all the people of the 

community. They had now in Mudgee a hotel fit to house the most fastidious. In a country but partially settled 

such places as the Hotel Mudgee would be one of the means of bringing about the much-desired exodus from 

the city. People would not come to a place it there was nowhere to stay, and it was good to know that now in 

Mudgee visitors could get accommodation second to none in the State. For years past there has been an 

enormous number of people coming to New South Wales and for the future these visitors must be brought 

out to the West where the big holdings are. Cut this State off at the Blue Mountains and what is there? Nothing 

but a couple of freak show places. If people want to see the scenic beauties and get some knowledge of the 

wonderful resources of this country they can be shown them this side of the Mountains – here in the Mudgee 

district. To help visitors to this knowledge the directors of the Hotel Mudgee were doing their part and were 

to be congratulated on their enterprise. 

Mr. R. D. Bawden said that the completion of Hotel Mudgee was a landmark in the progress of the town, and 

the citizens were to be congratulated on having men in their midst who were courageous enough to carry into 

effect the idea that had materialised into the Hotel Mudgee. They were, as well, fortunate in being able to 

entrust the management of the hotel to such capable hands as those of Mr. Warneminde. Under his 

experienced supervision the place could not be otherwise than successful. He (the speaker) did not want to 

criticise the existing hotels, but to be candid he had often heard it said that there was no place to stay in 

Mudgee, and naturally enough, when intending visitors heard that, they changed their plans. Now people can 

come to Mudgee confident of good accommodation while they have  look around the district. 

Mr. Bruxner, Minister for Local Government, said it might seem somewhat unusual for a Minister of the 

Crown to perform the opening ceremony of an hotel. But the Hotel Mudgee represented a district local 

endeavour, and as Minister for Local Government he felt that a departure from ordinary procedure was 

justified more especially as the management of the hotel was also in the hands of local men. He was greatly 

struck, and not a little amused, by the remarks of Mr. Loneragan, that to get people from overseas interested 

in this country they must be induced to come out west, and must have some decent place to stay. 

“I wonder what the men who made Mudgee, the men who made Australia, would think of that?” said Mr. 

Bruxner.  
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He was glad to see. however, that the public men of Mudgee recognised that some inducement had to be 

offered to people nowadays to settle on the land. He did not suppose for a moment that the actual migrant 

would come here and make a start from the Hotel Mudgee. What would j happen was that, when visitors from 

overseas came and saw the country at first hand, they would, when they went home, give such a glowing 

account of it that many of their hearers would be induced to come and make their homes in this Land of 

Promise. Visitors as well would be eager, when they had seen the country at first hand, to invest in some of 

the primary industries for which Australia was famous. He had accompanied Mr. Amery when that 

distinguished visitor was in this State, and had also met the ‘Big Four.’ It was such men as these who, when 

they had formed their impressions of the country, would advertise it and be the means of sending out here the 

class of migrant Australia needs. He would like to congratulate the directors of the new hotel, and he was sure 

that with Mr. and Mrs. Warneminde in charge its success was assured. 

‘The Hotel Mudgee,’ added Mr. Bruxner, ‘is one of the factors that will assist decentralisation, which is part of 

the policy of the Bavin government. More has been done by the present administration in the way of 

decentralisation than by any previous government, and a great deal more would still be done.’ 

Mr. C. A Gibson, vice-president of the Commercial Travellers’ Association, said that by virtue of his calling 

he was interested in hotels. He was delighted to find such a beautiful building had been erected in Mudgee and 

he was greatly pleased by the enterprising spirit of the local men. It would be a good thing, he thought, if the 

remarks made that afternoon were printed and circulated throughout the State as an incentive to other towns. 

It was one of the best days Mudgee had ever seen and. while heartily congratulating the directors of the new 

hotel, he hoped the example set by them would be followed by the leading men of other country towns. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th February 1929, p. 19) 

Many regular people used rooms in the Hotel Mudgee for professional appointments. Nurse Mackenzie was a regular 

for many years: 

LADIES’ COLLEGE OF HEALTH. Nurse MacKenzie, District Manageress of the Ladies’ College of 

Health, is coming to Mudgee, and may be consulted daily at the Hotel Mudgee, from the 14th March. Full 

particulars appear in her advertisements in our business columns. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 11th March 1929, p. 7) 

The Hotel Mudgee quickly became ‘the place’ for women to entertain their friends: 

MRS. A. F. DUNN ENTERTAINED. Prior to her departure from Mudgee to Sydney where she will reside 

in future, Mrs. A. F. Dunn was entertained by a number of friends at afternoon tea and made the recipient of 

a presentation at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 18th March 1929, 

p. 7) 

The Hotel Mudgee soon attracted compliments for its service and facilities: 

 

A Visitor’s impressions. DEP.-MAYOR OF ARMIDALE HIGH OPINION OF WESTERN 

DISTRICT. Just before the Easter holidays the Deputy-Mayor of Armidale, Mr. Stanley C. Wilson, paid a 

visit to Mudgee…….. During his stay the visitor, who has recently returned from a trip to England, put up at 

the Hotel Mudgee. ‘It is one of the best hotels’, he declared, ‘that I have I struck on my travels.’ (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th April 1929, p. 6) 

 

A FINE HOTEL. A writer in the Australian Sporting and Dramatic News in referring to a motor tour from 

Goulburn to Armidale, says: ‘We arrived in Mudgee all intact, and found one of the finest hotels in Australia’ 

– the Hotel Mudgee, conducted by Mr. H. Warneminde. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 18th April 1929, p. 35) 

For Tourists. THE REAL AUSTRALIA. COUNTRY VISITS ARRANGED. How the fame of the Hotel 

Mudgee has spread may be judged by the following clipping from the ‘Sun.’ It says:  Oversea visitors to Sydney 

have often expressed a desire to have a glimpse of Australian station life.  The ‘Advertise Australia’ committee 

thinks it very desirable that they should have this opportunity in the State. 

 

Special arrangements have been made in the Mudgee district, where several station holders have consented to 

allow parties of tourists to inspect their property. Several of them have promised to arrange sheep musters for 
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the benefit of the visitors, who will also have many sheds thrown open to them in the shearing; season, and be 

able to view grape crushing. 

Arrangements will be made for! picnic lunches, with a real bush flavor, including grilled chops and damper. 

Eight residents of the Mudgee district have privately subscribed £40,000 to erect a good hotel in order to 

attract visitors and prospective settlers. They consider that the rich Mudgee district can with advantage carry a 

considerably larger population. 

A modern, up-to-date hotel has recently been erected there, and it is said to be among the best appointed in 

New South Wales outside of Sydney. There are more than 50 rooms in the establishment, and there are 21 

bathrooms. Several of the suites have private bathrooms. | 

The committee hopes that the example of Mudgee will be followed by many other districts. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 18th April 1929, p. 15) 

Thieves Caught. STEALING FROM HOTEL MUDGEE. TWO STRANGERS CONVICTED At the 

Mudgee police court, before Mr. H. H. Farrington, P.M., on Monday, William Henry Valmadre and Michael Reidy 

pleaded guilty to three charges of larceny from the Hotel Mudgee. It appears that on the night of January 8 the police 

were informed that a robbery had occurred in the bedrooms of the hotel, and shortly afterwards the two accused were 

arrested in the yard of the Oriental Hotel. Goods to the value of £11 3s were recovered by the police that night and 

the following morning – a leather suit case, rug, two safety razors, man’s hat and coat, and a mosquito net. The 

accused, who both had records, said they were under the influence of drink. 

 

Valmadre was sentenced to one month’s hard labor on each charge, concurrent, and Reidy to two months on the first 

charge and one month each on the other two charges, concurrent. 

 

The police stated that entrance was effected to the Hotel Mudgee by way of the back stairs. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Wednesday, 15th January 1930, p. 11) 

The Hotel Mudgee soon became a desirable venue for wedding receptions: 

WEDDING WELSH – COX. A pretty wedding was celebrated at the Catholic Church, Mudgee, on February 

12, when Joseph, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Welsh, of “Parraweena,” Mudgee, was married to Margaret, 

second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. O. D. Cox, of “Wallamurra”, Mudgee. The bride was given away by her 

father, and attended by her sister, Miss Joan Cox, as brides- maid, and Mr. Frank Welsh acted as best man. 

The bride looked charming in a frock of white georgette and satin with a hem of tulle. The bridesmaid’s frock 

was the palest pink morocain and she wore a smart hat of the same tone. During the ceremony Miss Kathleen 

Shannon presided at the organ and Mrs. Percy Dykes Sang Ave Maria. The bride’s travelling dress was navy 

blue crepe satin with touches of pale pink and hat to tone. The breakfast was held at the Hotel Mudgee, after 

which the happy couple left by car for Sydney en route for the South Coast where the honeymoon will be 

spent. The officiating clergyman was the Rev. Father Curran, of Sofala. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Wednesday, 19th February 1930, p. 9) 

WEDDING. JACKSON – JONES. A very quiet wedding was celebrated at St. Mary’s Church, Mudgee, 

when Miss Jessie Jones, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Jones, of Tucklan, was married to Mr. T. R. 

Jackson, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Jackson, of Gulgong. The bride who was given away by her father, 

was dressed in bois-de-rose crepe satin, with uneven hem and wore a lace crinoline hat to match. She carried 

a bouquet of lilies. Miss Evelyn Craft, the bridesmaid, wore green crepe de chine, with hat to match and carried 

a bouquet of dahlias. Mr. J. Jackson, brother of the bridegroom, was best man. The reception was held at the 

Hotel Mudgee. The happy couple left on a tour of the South Coast to spend the honeymoon. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Wednesday, 19th February 1930, p. 17) 

Interestingly, there were rarely advertisements for the Hotel Mudgee seeking employees. Perhaps employment at the 

hotel was stable or jobs were obtained via personal contacts: 

WANTED – KITCHEN-MAID two days a week. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE, Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Friday, 28th February 1930, p. 6) 

Snake-oil salesmen also started to appear in Mudgee at the Hotel Mudgee: 
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MONEY TO LEND-- Mr. J. W. Mackerras announces that he has trust monies to lend on station, farming, 

and freehold properties, and that he may be consulted at the Hotel Mudgee up till Wednesday, May 14. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 12th May 1930, p. 4) 

WOLLAR SHALE. An advertisement concerning the Australian Imperial Shale Oil Co., Ltd., which has 

acquired valuable deposits at Wollar, appears elsewhere in this issue, and should prove particularly interesting 

to speculators. In response to numerous requests the company has decided to make available a limited number 

of shares to be acquired by residents of the district. Full particulars may be obtained upon application to Mr. 

C. J. Camroux, managing director, who can be interviewed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 2nd  June 1930, p. 5) 

Earle Page, a prominent parliamentarian was just the first of many notable visitors to the Hotel Mudgee during its 

existence: 

DR. EARLE PAGE IN MUDGEE. Dr. Earle Paige, M.H.R., visited Mudgee on Saturday, and in the evening 

addressed a representative meeting of citizens at the Hotel Mudgee, when he explained the aims and objects 

of the Travel Promotion and Development Association, an organisation which has made great progress in the 

northern parts of this State and in Queensland. 

At the conclusion of the address it was resolved to form a branch of the Association in Mudgee, with Mr. E. 

J. Loneragan president, Mr. R. A. Page secretary, and Mr. W. L. Seale treasurer. Other officials will be elected 

at a meeting to be held in the near future….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 16th 

June 1930, p. 10) 

 
Fig. 17   Dr. Earle Page, MHR 

 

PERSONAL – Mr. C. N. Barker, the capable and courteous representative of the well-known A.M.P. Society, is 

visiting Mudgee this week, and clients who desire an interview will find him at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 9th Oct 1930, p. 5) 

HEALTH SPECIALIST. Mr. E. A. Boys, Health Specialist, and principal of the Elixir of Life Health Clinics of 

Melbourne, Albury, Wagga and Orange is now visiting Mudgee. Mr. Boys advertises in this issue that he treats all 

diseases of both sexes, and there is no charge for consultation and advice. From Saturday, December 6 until Saturday, 

December 13 he may be consulted at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 1st  

December 1930, p. 3) 

PLEASANT FUNCTION. The many friends of Mrs. T. H. Whistell and her daughter Vida entertained them at 

afternoon tea at the Hotel Mudgee a few days ago and a delightfully pleasant time was spent in music and song. During 

an interval the guests were presented with handsome Victoria posies. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 4th December 1930, p. 5) 

Clarrie Scully was a son-in-law of the Warnemindes: 
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SURFING. Mr. and Mrs. Clarrie Scully, of the Hotel Mudgee, are enjoying ten days in the surf on various 

beach resorts in and around Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th January 

1931, p. 5) 

For many years turkey must have been a popular menu choice at the Hotel Mudgee, as turkey supplies were constantly 

being sought locally by the hotel management: 

TURKEYS. WANTED TO PURCHASE any number of TURKEYS immediately. Apply Hotel Mudgee. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th February 1931, p. 7) 

GOLD BUYING. OUR REPRESENTATIVE will be in MUDGEE this week-end and will call at any address. He 

is desirous of PURCHASING ALL KINDS OF GOLD – ALLUVIAL, BROKEN GOLD JEWELLERY, GOLD 

JEWELLERY and GOLD COINS, to any extent. Persons desirous of disposing of same please communicate with: 

S. COLLINS, c/o Hotel Mudgee, Mudgee. All Transactions ‘Spot Cash.’ (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 2nd April 1931, p. 7) 

MR. H. WARNEMINDE. Mr. H. Warneminde, the genial host of the Hotel Mudgee, took suddenly ill while on a 

fishing trip to Yarragrin, and was immediately brought to town and admitted to a private hospital. It is pleasing to 

report that his condition has since shown improvement, and hopes are entertained that he will soon be up and about 

again. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 27th April 1931, p. 4) 

Charles Hardy (1898-1941) was a Country Party Senate candidate who was successful in being elected in 1932 and 

served until 1938. He was active in the Riverina separatist movement. He was killed in a plane crash in Queensland. 

 
Fig.  18  Charles Hardy 

 

MR. CHAS. HARDY ARRIVES. Early this morning Mr. T. Loneragan flew to Coonabarabran, and returned 

to Mudgee at 12.45 with Mr. Chas. Hardy Jun., who was met by prominent citizens and escorted to the Hotel 

Mudgee for lunch. Mr. Hardy is showing signs of his very arduous campaign, and is suffering from a very sore 

throat. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 30th April 1931, p. 7) 

RECOVERED. Mr. H. Warneminde, mine host of the Hotel Mudgee, has made a gratifying recovery from his recent 

indisposition, and is once again his old self. It is hard to keep a good man down. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 4th May 1931, p. 4) 

The name of the horse mentioned in the article below was actually ‘Poitrel’. He was foaled in 1914 at Arrowfield stud, 

owned by brothers William and Frederick Moses, and won the 1920 Melbourne Cup. It is not clear which brother was 

the guest at the Hotel Mudgee. Poitrel died in 1932. 
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Mr. Moses, owner of the race horse Poitrol, with Mrs Moses, were visitors to Mudgee on Tuesday. They stayed 

at the Hotel Mudgee and expressed great appreciation of the up-to-date appointments. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th June 1931, p. 8) 

 
Fig. 19  Brothers William (left) and Frederick (right) Moses 

 

In connection with the marriage of Miss Reid, of Meroo, the reception is to be held at Hotel Mudgee next Saturday. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 15th June 1931, p. 4) 

Many exotic international visitors on their way to and from Dalkeith Station at Cassilis, as guests of Sir Frederick 

McMaster, stayed at the Hotel Mudgee: 

Members of the South African delegation, which is to meet the wool conference at Melbourne, Messrs de 

Kock, du Toit, Fuller, Crutchley and Koppel, accompanied by the ‘Argus’ representative, Mr. Sam Hood, 

visited ‘Dalkeith’, Cassillis, last Friday, and on their return dined at the Hotel Mudgee before proceeding to 

Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th June 1931, p. 6) 

The wedding featured below was of the parents of the late Ned Combes of Lue Station at Lue. The Combes family 

has been at Lue Station since 1922: 

COOMBES – HARRIS. The wedding was celebrated at St. John’s Church, on Wednesday last, of Mr. Ted 

Coombes, of Lue Station, and Miss Joyce Harris, daughter, of Mr. and Mrs. H. Harris, of Lahey’s Creek. Mr. 

Vin Cox acted as best man. The bride was given away by her father, and was daintily dressed in powder blue 

moracain, over which was worn a coat of same material, and a toque of gold tissue. She carried a sheaf of pink 

carnations, hyacinths and daphnes. 

A reception was held after the wedding at the Hotel Mudgee, when there were many friends of both families 

present. After the reception the happy pair left by motor for Sydney, where the honeymoon will be spent. The 

bride’s travelling dress was a navy blue suiting, with navy hat. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 20th July 1931, p. 6) 

Messrs Naylor (2) and McCorquodale, residents of Sydney, stayed a night in Mudgee on their return from a trip to 

Queensland. They expressed the opinion that the accommodation and appointments at the Hotel Mudgee far exceeds 

the most noted hotels in the Queensland metropolis. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd  

July 1931, p. 1) 

Mrs and Miss Fiaschi were the second wife, and widow, and daughter of the celebrated surgeon and vigneron Dr. 

Thomas Henry Fiaschi (1853-1927) who had established a vineyard in Mudgee.  

Mrs. and Miss Fiaschi, of Sydney, were visitors to Mudgee this week, staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 30th July 1931, p. 7) 
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Messrs. Higgins and James, who had been for a trip to the Mountains from Sydney, hearing that Mr. C. Scully had 

been ill, roared up to the Hotel Mudgee in their new Chrysler machine the other night to make enquiries as to his 

health, and were pleased to find him in good shape. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 13th 

August 1931, p. 2) 

CHARTERS TOWERS VISITORS. Two Australian girls with a real Scotch name visited Mudgee this week, coming 

all the way from Charters Towers, Queensland. They were the Misses Macbriar, and they did the journey in their 

Morris Minor car, coming by way of Bourkc. After a pleasant stay, during which they were located at the Hotel 

Mudgee, they resumed their journey, leaving this morning for Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 20th August 1931, p. 5) 

The Hotel Mudgee was a scene of gaiety and animation at the week-end. There was (a) houseful of visitors from all 

quarters, who made this popular hostelry their haven for the night. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 10th September 1931, p. 7) 

BACK TO MUDGEE. A very pleasant visit to Mudgee was undertaken by Mrs. D. I. Watt last week end. She was 

accompanied by Mr. Hughes (business manager) and heartily enjoyed herself in visiting old scenes around Mudgee 

and Cooyal. Mrs. Watt, who in her young days was a Miss Blackman, was born in the district and christened in the 

Church of England at Mudgee, where she was afterwards married. During her stay she put up at the Hotel Mudgee, 

where she met many old friends. After a very pleasant stay Mrs. Watt and Mr. Hughes left for Coonabarabran, to visit 

her son Danny, who has a station property there. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 17th 

September 1931, p. 5) 

An interesting comment, considering that the Great Depression was probably at its height: 

GOOD BUSINESS.  Notwithstanding the hard times, the number of visitors coming to Mudgee is a matter 

for some surprise. Host Warneminde, of Hotel Mudgee, has for weeks past been having full houses every 

night, and especially at weekends. It is remarkable how many people, coming and going, who make Mudgee a 

regular stopping place. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th September 1931, p. 4) 

A party of five, Messrs Gabel, Payne and Fraser, and Misses Gabel and Crabb, who were staying at the Hotel Mudgee 

at the week-end, went out to Campbell’s Creek for a day’s prospecting. While an excellent outing was had, the results 

of the mining efforts were only a couple of specs. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th 

November 1931, p. 8) 

The Hotel Mudgee certainly attracted an elite clientele.  

A party of four, consisting of Messrs. Todman (2). Alderson and Coffey, paid a visit to Mudgee and stayed a 

week. They were using a heavily powered Rolls Royce car, and spent the week in shooting and fishing. The 

Messrs. Todman are well known tobacco manufacturers. The visitors made their headquarters at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th November 1931, p. 7) 

Sir Isaac Isaacs (1855-1948) was the first Australian-born appointee to the office of Governor-General: 

 
Fig. 20  Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs 
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Governor-General. The committee appointed to make arrangements for the entertainment of the Governor-General 

submitted a comprehensive report. It was recommended that the distinguished visitor be the guest of the Society at 

the Hotel Mudgee during his stay in town. It was further suggested that the railway authorities and citizens be requested 

to arrange, for suitable decorations at the station and throughout the town. The train on which the Governor-General 

arrives will be met by members of the Society, Mudgee and Cudgegong Councils, Anzac and Armistice Association, 

Chamber of Commerce, and other organisations. The civic reception will take place in Robertson Park on the second 

morning of the show, and a guard of honor will be arranged by the Anzac and Armistice Association. At a later hour 

the Governor-General will be the guest of the Mayor of Mudgee and President of the Cudgegong Shire Council at 

morning tea. On the following day Sir Isaac will visit the schools, hospital, weir, bowling green, and other places of 

interest. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 11th January 1932, p. 2) 

For many years Show Week was the biggest event on the Mudgee social calendar, often attracting a celebrity guest to 

open the show. Extra staff were obviously required for the event:  

WANTED. Two Maids for Show week. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 15th February 1932, p. 4) 

This was a Jubilee Show at the Mudgee Showground, so a significant event. It had already become de rigueur to stage 

important occasions at the Hotel Mudgee: 

MUDGEE A. P. H. & I. ASSOCIATION’S 

JUBILEE SHOW 

March 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 1932 

 

A GRAND BANQUET will be held at the Hotel Mudgee at 8 p.m. on 2nd March, in honor of the 

distinguished guest, His Excellency the Governor-General. Admission by Ticket. Tickets may be obtained 

from the Secretary, price I5/-, up to 22nd February. Tickets will be issued for Lady or Gentleman at this price. 

T. P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. Offices: Church St., Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 18th February 1932, p. 7) 

VICE-REGAL. His Excellency the Governor-General, attended by Captain L. S. Bracegirdle, DSO, RAN, 

military secretary, arrived in Mudgee yesterday morning and was tendered a civic reception. His Excellency 

was the guest of his Worship the Mayor and the President of the Cudgegong Shire Council at morning tea. 

Later his Excellency was the guest of the president and committee of the Mudgee Agricultural Pastoral 

Horticultural and Industrial Association at an official luncheon at the show ground and subsequently officially 

opened the Mudgee Show. 

His Excellency the Governor General, attended by the military secretary, was present yesterday evening at a 

banquet given in his honor by his Worship the Mayor at the Hotel Mudgee. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 

Thursday, 3rd March 1932, p. 8) 

MORNING TEA. The Governor-General was entertained at morning tea at the Hotel Mudgee on 

Wednesday, his Excellency being the guest of the Mudgee and Cudgegong Shire Councils. The arrangements 

were perfect, and a particularly happy time, was spent by all present. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 3rd March 1932, p. 2) 

DAINTY MENU CARDS. THE menu cards for the Mudgee Agricultural Society’s jubilee banquet at the 

Hotel Mudgee last evening were very favorably commented on. Printed in gold on dainty cards bearing the 

Governor General’s colors, they will be prized souvenirs of a most important function. The work, we might 

modestly mention, were a ‘Guardian’ effort. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 3rd 

March 1932, p. 4) 

Signor and Signora Zalapa, the Mexican Consul and his lady, made rather an extended stay in Mudgee. Arriving on 

Friday they left on Wednesday. During their stay they were visited at Hotel Mudgee by many Mudgee residents, and 

experienced a thoroughly happy time. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 14th April 1932, p. 

4) 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

37 
 

 
Fig. 21  Señor Carlos Zalapa 

 

Mr. H. Warneminde, host of the Hotel Mudgee, has returned from a trip to North Queensland looking wonderfully 

fit. He reports having spent a great time. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 9th May 1932, p. 4) 

WOOD WANTED. TENDERS close on May 18 for the delivery of ten tons of good boxwood to the Hotel Mudgee. 

Particulars may be obtained upon application. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 16th May 

1932, p. 4) 

Mrs. McMaster, of Weetalibah Station, paid a visit to Mudgee and stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. She was accompanied 

by her two sons, and the party are en route for Canberra, where they will stay with their uncle. Prof. Mackenzie. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 19th May 1932, p. 3) 

Hotel Mudgee reported a full house for days past. The influx of travellers has been remarkable. No doubt the very 

fine weather being experienced is hugely responsible for the traffic. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 26th May 1932, p. 6) 

Two notable names are visible in the visitors’ book at Hotel Mudgee. They are those of Mr. Buzacott and Mr. Toohey, 

directors of business houses of those names. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th June 1932, 

p. 5) 

Mudgee District Race Club. MAKING A BEGINNING A meeting of the committee of the newly-formed 

Mudgee District Race Club was held at the Hotel Mudgee on Thursday of last week. 

There were present: The president, Mr. W. T. Rayner, in the chair, and Messrs R. H. Crossing, G. Ebsworth, W. R. 

Mills, I. Adams. B. Bryant, F. J. Loneragan. E. R. Daniel, K. Kellett, L. Murray and R. M. Gudgeon, with the secretary. 

Mr A. C. Scully. Apologies for inability to attend were received for Messrs A. O. Williamson. J. Dykes, G. Campbell, 

B. Lester and H. J. Macpherson. 

The business of the meeting was largely of a formal character, but the following were amongst some of the decisions: 

The secretary reported that subscriptions were coming in freely, but that it would be necessary to make a personal call 

in some instances. It was resolved that the president and secretary make a personal call upon promised subscribers. It 

was decided to run a two-days programme, with £200 prize money, on dates that may be allotted to the club. A 

skeleton programme was drawn up. It was decided that there be a £30 trophy on the first day and a £50 cup be raced 

for on the second day. It was further resolved that on each day there should be an event for grass-led horses. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th August 1932, p. 7) 

A significant visitor in 1932 was politician Sir Hal Colebatch (1872-1953), briefly Premier of Western Australia in 

1919, and later a Senator. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. F. Cosh, of Sydney, who pay periodical visits of pleasure to Mudgee, were here again last 

weekend. Mr. Cosh is invariably accompanied by friends to whom he shows the beauties of the district. This 

time he had a notable Australian personality with him. viz.. Sir Hal Colebach (sic). 
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Mudgee was honored at the week-end by a visit from that rising Parliamentarian, Sir Hal Colebach, who was 

accompanied by Lady Colebach and their son. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee, and during their visit did the 

round trip through the Bylong Valley, besides meeting many of Mudgee’s prominent residents. Sir Hal and his 

Lady expressed themselves as delighted with their visit to this historic town. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 18th August 1932, p. 1) 

 
Fig. 22  Sir Hal Colebatch 

 

In August 1932, New South Wales Governor Sir Philip Game visited Mudgee. Earlier in the year he had dismissed 

the Labor government of Premier Jack lang, a brother-in-law of Mudgee’s Henry Lawson – the two men had married 

sisters:  

Sir Philip Game. DIGGERS MEET GOVERNOR. After the National Anthem had been sung the 

gathering in the park dispersed, and the returned soldiers made their way to the Hotel Mudgee, where there 

was an opportunity given for them to have a personal chat with the Governor…. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 29th August 1932, p. 2) 

DINNER AT HOTEL MUDGEE. HIS Excellency the Governor dined at Mudgee’s great hotel, the Hotel 

Mudgee, on his return from Havilah on Friday last. The best efforts of the management were forthcoming to 

make the dinner a perfect success, and his Excellency realised that even in the far middle west the catering 

equals the best of the notable hotels of Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 1st 

September 1932, p. 4) 

 
Fig. 23  Governor Sir Philip Game 

 

LADIES – SPECIAL. NEW SEASON’S SPRING FROCKS direct from manufacturer. No middlemen’s profit. 

Must be sold regardless of cost. A few days only. Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 8th September 1932, p. 4) 
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The name of Mr. Gates, the Sydney Police Magistrate, is a well-known one. Some time ago he visited the Mudgee 

district, and was so charmed with all he saw that he repeated the visit this week. On this occasion he was accompanied 

by his wife and daughter. During their stay they were accommodated at Hotel Mudgee, and were warm in their 

congratulations as to the service. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th September 1932, p. 7) 

Mr. A. C. Scully, of the Hotel Mudgee, who underwent a rather serious operation in the Lewisham Hospital last Friday, 

is making a highly gratifying recovery, and it should not be long before he is home again. Mrs. Scully, who has been 

at her husband’s bedside, arrived back today. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 27th October 

1932, p. 2)  

SATURDAY’S HANDICAPS. The M.B.C. will conduct a ten miles road race on Saturday afternoon next, the 

starting and finishing place being Mr. Warneminde’s Hotel Mudgee, and the course on the Cullenbone road. All the 

riders are in good form, so the race should be a good one from kick off to the finish. Operations will commence 

punctually at 3 p.m. at which time all concerned are asked to be quite ready to do their duty. Mr Warneminde, who is 

a very fine supporter of the pedal winders, will be pleased to donate a guinea to the prize list. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 3rd November 1932, p. 7) 

MUDGEE PRAISED. Sydney Visitors’ Appreciation. HORSE JUDGE VISITS STUDS. During this week 

Mudgee was visited by Messrs Frank Spurway (of the Alexandria Pipe and Fitting Works), Clem. Fader (a leading 

Sydney businessman), J. Parrin (sales manager, Siemens Electrical Distributors), and Mr. W. M. Martin (retired 

builder). The party left Sydney last week-end and proceeded to Scone, where they inspected Mr. Miller’s Kiora stud. 

They then came on to Mudgee. Mr Spurway, who has a great admiration for Mudgee, said he brought the party 60 

miles out of its way in order to come here and stay at the Hotel Mudgee – which establishment he considers easily the 

best in the country districts of N.S.W. The party proceeded to Mr. H. Thompson’s Tarwyn Park stud, Bylong, on 

Tuesday, returned to town at night, and started for Sydney again on Thursday. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 1st December 1932, p. 7) 

WHAT ABOUT THAT TURKEY?  THERE are people in Mudgee who find it difficult to obtain suitable poultry 

for the table. Good turkeys in particular are reported to be scarce, and the Hotel Mudgee has been casting about for 

regular supplies. Owners who arc desirous of selling should get into communication with the manager without delay, 

when they will hear something to their advantage. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 12th 

January 1933, p. 4) 

VALEDICTORY. Mr. and Mrs. F. Smith. Mudgee Loses Sterling Citizens. THE large attendance at the 

valedictory to Mr. F. R. Smith, accountant at the Mudgee branch of the Bank of New South Wales, and Mrs Smith, at 

the Hotel Mudgee yesterday afternoon bore eloquent testimony to the high esteem in which the departing couple are 

held by the people of Mudgee. Mr. and Mrs. Smith will leave for Sydney next week, Mr. Smith going into the securities 

department at head office…….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 2nd February 1933, p. 7) 

Visitors to Mudgee during the week-end were Viscomte (sic) de Fontaine, of Egypt, Mlle. Mittelette, of Paris, and Dr. 

Marcus Johnson, of London, who came to see some of the district’s famous blood stock. While here they stayed at 

the Hotel Mudgee.  (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 27th February 1933, p. 4) 

Mr and Mrs Coward, of Birriwa. spent the week-end in Mudgee with their daughter. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 10th April 1933, p. 5) 

For several year throughout the 1930s, Arthur Muuga acted in various management capacities at the Hotel Mudgee: 

I, ARTHUR FREDERICK MUUGA, of Esthonian Nationality, born at Tsarskoe Selo, Russia, and resident 

six years in Australia, now residing at the Hotel Mudgee, Mortimer Street, Mudgee, in the State of New South 

Wales, intend to apply for naturalization under the Nationality Act 1920-1930. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 1st June 1933, p. 4) 

HOTELS BUSY. MUDGEE hotels were kept busy during the holidays owing to the huge influx of visitors for the 

various sporting events. In several cases accommodation was taxed to the utmost. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 8th June 1933, p. 4) 

WANTED. WOMAN to do a day’s sewing and mending. Apply Hotel Mudgee between 11 and 12 tomorrow. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 3rd July 1933, p. 4) 
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MR. W. Finch of the Broken Hill Proprietary, was a visitor to Mudgee at the week-end. He stayed at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 6th July 1933, p. 6) 

RACE CLUB’S ANNUAL MEETING. THE annual meeting of the Mudgee District Race Club will be held at the 

Hotel Mudgee on Wednesday next. It is to be hoped that there will be a good attendance, for country racing seems to 

be on the up grade and Mudgee should be prepared to take advantage of any improvement. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 17th July 1933, p. 4) 

MAN FINED. After Hours Case. CHARGED at the Mudgee Court today with having been found on the licensed 

premises of the Hotel Mudgee after hours on July 1, Harry Hazel was fined 10/-, with 8/- costs. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 17th July 1933, p. 4) 

MRS. and Miss Fiaschi, of Sydney, are at present in Mudgee for the purpose of inspecting their vineyards. They are 

staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 17th July 1933, p. 1) 

FAREWELL FUNCTION. A DELIGHTFUL afternoon was spent at the Hotel Mudgee on Friday last when Mrs. 

Marelle Mackenzie, who has been a guest of the Reg. Denney’s, entertained a number of ladies to bid them farewell 

upon her departure for her Sydney home. Mrs Mackenzie made many warm friends during her all too brief stay in 

Mudgee, and the little function was characterised by appreciative references both to the hostess and the guests. During 

the afternoon Mrs. Denney was presented with a beautiful basket of flowers. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 28th August 1933, p. 1) 

Married on Saturday. The wedding was celebrated at Mudgee on Saturday afternoon, the Rev. Father O’Byrne 

officiating, of Isobel, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Muller, of Eurunderee, and Charles Britt, of the 

Education Department, Sydney. After the reception at the Hotel Mudgee, the happy couple left for the Mountains for 

their honeymoon. The bride, until recently, was attached to the staff of the Gilgandra District School, and a car load 

of teachers from this centre motored over to Mudgee for the wedding ceremony. (Gilgandra Weekly and Castlereagh, 

NSW, Thursday, 7th September 1933, p. 4) 

WANTED AT ONCE. FIFTY good Turkeys. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 2nd October 1933, p. 4) 

REAL OLD-TIMERS. ALTHOUGH other country towns often boast about their veterans and oldest inhabitants, 

Mudgee is not out of the running. In the bar of the Hotel Mudgee the other day three of the old brigade celebrated 

the 50th anniversary of their friendship by having a nip or two together. Their combined ages amounted to 230 years. 

All three are well-known residents. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 12th October 1933, p. 

4) 

Richard Owen Wynne (1892-1967) was a maternal grandson of Henry Charles White of Havilah, Mudgee, through 

his mother Marian, and a paternal grandson of Richard Wynne, of Wynnstay, Mount Wilson, founder of the noted 

Wynne art prize. He was awarded the DSO for gallantry on the western front in 1918. He was a nephew of Henry 

Hunter White and a first cousin of Peter White of Havilah: 

MR. and Mrs. R. O. Wynne and family, accompanied by Miss Moore, of Mt Wilson, spent a few days in 

Mudgee this week. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 19th October 1933, p. 6) 

 
Fig. 24  Richard Owen Wynne 
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MR. J. Walker, president of the Graziers’ Association of New South Wales, accompanied by Mrs. and Miss 

Walker and Mr. J. W. Allen, secretary of the organisation, are at present in Mudgee. Mr. Walker and Mr. Allen are 

delivering addresses at the town hall this afternoon. On Saturday Mr. Walker spoke at Rylstone. The party is staying 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 23rd October 1933, p. 4) 

VISITORS to Mudgee at the weekend were Judge and Mrs. L. Davidson and Judge and Mrs. Edwards. They stayed 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 30th October 1933, p. 4) 

It is not clear exactly who were members of the syndicate which owned the Hotel Mudgee: 

…. We arrived at Mudgee at 5.15 p.m. and put up at the Hotel Mudgee, a palatial building, equal to any of the 

up-to-date metropolitan structures. It was, we were informed, built by a company of district enthusiasts – one 

of them being Mr. Hunter White, whose station is eight miles away …. (The Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland 

Recorder, NSW, Tuesday,  7th November 1933, p. 1) 

VISITING our district is Mr. Lauder, of the Child Welfare Department. He is staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 9th November 1933, p. 4) 

Mr Crawford is possibly Thomas Crawford, an heir to the Scottish Crawford biscuit fortune. His son James owned 

Guntawang at Gulgong from 1932 to 1938: 

MR. Crawford and his daughter, accompanied by Miss Rooke, all from Orange, are spending a few days in 

Mudgee. They are staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd 

November 1933, p. 6) 

CHRISTMAS AT HOTEL MUDGEE. CHRISTMAS was celebrated in fine style at the Hotel Mudgee. The dining 

room was crowded for Christmas dinner, some of the best known local residents being present. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th December 1933, p. 4) 

Smith – Beggs. THE wedding of two very well-known local residents took place on Tuesday, when Miss Marie 

Beggs, eldest daughter of Sergeant and Mrs. W. A. Beggs, of Mudgee, was married to Mr. Darcy Smith, youngest son 

of Mr. and Mrs. James Smith, of “Bonnyview,” Mudgee, at St. John’s Church of England. 

The ceremony was performed by Ven. Archdeacon Salisbury. The church was beautifully decorated by friends of the 

bride, and a big crowd was present. The bride wore white satin, with a veil of Brussels lace and an orange blossom 

wreath. The wreath and the veil were the gifts of her grandmother, Mrs. Mudie, of Taralga. The bride also carried a 

sheaf of cream gladioli, with trails of frangipanni. 

During the signing of the register Mr. J. J. Chivers sang “Because.” The Wedding March was played on the organ by 

Mr. S. Cooper. The Mudgee Boy Scouts formed a guard of honor. 

The bridesmaids were Misses Enid Beggs and Audrey Mudie, of Clovelly (cousin). They were charmingly dressed in 

white organdie and large white picture hats, and carried sheaves of shell-pink gladioli. Mr. Victor Young, of Artarmon, 

was best man, and Mr. W. Keech, of Mudgee, groomsman. 

The reception was held at the Hotel Mudgee, the archdeacon presiding. 

The couple are spending their honeymoon on a motor tour of various parts of the State. The bride travelled in beige 

crepe mousse, with brown tonings and hat to match. Their future home will be at “Bonnyview.” 

The wedding presents were numerous and costly, and bore eloquent testimony to the high esteem in which Mr. and 

Mrs. Smith are held. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th December 1933, p. 3) 

MR. T. Spring, who left Mudgee on Saturday night to complete his studies in law in Sydney, was farewelled during 

the afternoon by the Methodist Cricket Club at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 8th January 1934, p. 1) 

A VISITOR to Mudgee just now is Mr. Bryce, general manager of Thomas Borthwick and Sons. He is staying 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 12th February 1934, p. 6) 

Two young men are alleged to have kicked at the door of the Hotel Sydney, and on the appearance of the licensee to 

have transferred their attentions to one of the Church street doors of the Hotel Mudgee, just opposite. A pane of glass 
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was smashed in this door. The manager of the Hotel Mudgee, Mr. A. C. Scully, chased two men, but failed to catch 

them. 

At the Mudgee Police Court this morning Edward Swords (22) and Leslie Fowler (27) were each charged with having 

behaved in an offensive manner and with having maliciously damaged a door valued at 25/-. Swords pleaded not 

guilty to both charges. Fowler pleaded not guilty to the offensive behavior charge and guilty to the other. 

Mr. G. McKay, J.P., remanded both defendants until next Monday. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 1st March 1934, p. 15) 

MAN FINED. Damaged Furniture. FOR having maliciously damaged furniture at the Hotel Mudgee on 24th 

February, Edward James Green was fined £1, with 8/- costs, at the Mudgee Police Court on Monday. He was also 

ordered to pay 25/- damages. Inspector Armstrong said that defendant had smashed the furniture after having been 

ordered off the premises after 6 p.m. Mr. W. Britz, P.M., was on the Bench. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 8th March 1934, p. 6) 

THE HOTEL MUDGEE. THE Minister for Lands, Mr Buttenshaw, had much to say in praise of the Hotel 

Mudgee, where he stayed when he visited the town last week. He said that there was probably no better hotel in any 

country town in New South Wales. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th March 1934, p. 4) 

The aristocrat mentioned in the following article was actually Joseph Petre, 17th Baron Petre (1914-1989) who 

succeeded as 17th Baron Petre on the death in WWI of his father, the 16th Baron Petre, when he was a baby aged 

fifteen months. He was not yet married, so Lady Petre must have been his mother. The family seat since the mid-

1500s is Ingatestone Hall in Essex, north-east of London, a Grade 1 listed C16th Tudor manor house: 

LORD and Lady Petrie (sic), visitors from England, passed through Mudgee last week on their way to 

Sydney. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th March 

1934, p. 5) 

MR. Bigars, sales manager of the Shell Oil Co., is visiting Mudgee. He is staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 12th April 1934, p. 3) 

WANTED. A COMPETENT HOUSEMAID for one week. Apply Hotel Mudgee, Wednesday, between 11 a.m. 

and noon. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 23rd April 1934, p. 4) 

Mrs. Richard Loneragan, of Sydney, accompanied by her son and two daughters, is spending a few days in Mudgee. 

They are staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 31st May 1934, p. 7) 

VISITING FLIERS. Civic Reception. THE Aero Club aviators who visited Mudgee for the aerial pageant were 

accorded a civic reception at the Hotel Mudgee shortly after their, arrival on Saturday morning. 

The Deputy-Mayor, Ald. J. Dykes, who apologised for the absence of the Mayor, Ald. E. A. Bartlett, heartily welcomed 

the fliers to the town, and expressed the hope that their stay would be a very pleasant one. He was supported by 

Aldermen R. A. Roth and W. Canton, and the president of the Cudgegong Shire Council, Cr. J. Pirie. Ald. Dykes also 

proposed the toast to the success of the pageant. 

Mr. Moir thanked the speakers for their cordial welcome on behalf of the visiting pilots. He conveyed the Aero Club’s 

thanks to Mr. R. H. Crossing for allowing his property to be used. Mr Moir brought with him a letter for Ald. Bartlett 

from the Lord Mayor of Sydney, in which the latter sent his regards to Mudgee’s Mayor. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 7th June 1934, p. 6) 

WANTED. A CAPABLE PANTRY MAID. Apply Hotel Mudgee next Saturday between 11 a.m. and noon. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 7th June 1934, p. 4) 

A number of petty robberies are being reported from various homes and yards in Mudgee. The chef at the Hotel 

Mudgee had £25 taken from a box in his room. At 8 o’clock it was safe in the box in which he keeps his clothes, but 

at 11 o’clock he found the lid open and the money taken. (Lithgow Mercury, NSW, Thursday, 14th June 1934, p. 2) 

MUDGEE IMPRESSES Rural Bank President. FAVORABLY impressed with the economic soundness of the 

Mudgee district is the president of the Rural Bank of New South Wales (Mr. C. R. McKerihan), who visited Mudgee 

at the week-end to obtain an insight into the conditions prevailing here. 
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Mr McKerihan arrived on Friday night and left for Bathurst yesterday. He stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. It is his 

intention to make periodical visits to various parts of the State, including Orange, Parkes and Dubbo. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Monday, 23rd July 1934, p. 5) 

WEDDING. Spora – Kearins. A WEDDING of very great public interest was celebrated at the Mudgee Catholic 

Church this morning, when Miss Mary Kearins, of “Monivae,” Lue, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Philip Kearins, 

became the wife of Mr. John F. Spora, of “Black Springs,” Mendooran, eldest son of the late Mr and Mrs G. F. Spora, 

of Chatswood. 

The ceremony was performed by Monsignor Flanagan, who was assisted by Father O’Byrne. The bridesmaid was Miss 

Meg Kearins, sister of the bride, and the best man Mr. Frank Spora, brother of the bridegroom. The reception was 

held at the Hotel Mudgee this morning, about 50 guests being present…. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 23rd August 1934, p. 3) 

A VISITOR to Mudgee is Mrs. Boyce, wife of Mr. Justice Boyce. She is staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Monday, 15th Oct 1934, p. 4) 

IMPRESSED with the Mudgee district is Mr. Van de Hoff, South African pastoralist, who spent last week-end 

here inquiring into local primary production. He stayed at the Hotel Mudgee, and will be here again next week-end. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th October 1934, p. 3) 

OPTOMETRIST’S VISIT. MR. A. Beaumont Cole, a well-known metropolitan optometrist, will, according to an 

advertisement elsewhere in this Issue, visit Gulgong on Wednesday and Thursday, November 28 and 29, and may be 

consulted at May’s Post Office Hotel. On the two following days. November 30 and December 1, he may be 

interviewed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th November 1934, p. 

4) 

MRS Richard Loneragan and her two young daughters, of Leura, are on a visit to Mudgee. They are staying at the 

Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th January 1935, p. 7) 

MRS. and Miss Carter, mother and sister of Dr. Carter, are visiting Mudgee. They are staying at the Hotel Mudgee, 

and will leave town on Saturday. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th January 1935, p. 4) 

MR. and Mrs. Dalton Hayes – the former a director of the Atlantic Union Oil Co. – will be spending the week-end 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th January 1935, p. 1) 

Visits by State Governors were invariably an important occasion. This Governor was Sir Alexander Hore-Ruthven 

(1872-1955) who served as Governor of New South Wales from 1935 to 1936; he had previously been Governor of 

South Australia from 1928 to 1934. He served as Governor-General of Australia from 1936 to 1944, when he was 

succeeded in that office by the Duke of Gloucester. He was created Earl of Gowrie in 1945: 

 
Fig. 25  Governor Sir Alexander Hore-Ruthven 

 

GOVERNOR ENTERTAINED. ON Wednesday the Governor was entertained at morning tea at the 

Hotel Mudgee by the Mudgee and Cudgegong Shire Councils, and a very happy time was spent. In the evening 

Sir Alexander was the guest of the show committee at dinner, and the function passed off very pleasantly. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st March 1935, p. 4) 
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REV. Father Loneragan, of Canowindra, brother of Mr. Edward Loneragan, of Mudgee, was a visitor to town this 

week. He stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 2nd May 1935, p. 8) 

This conference seemed to be a first for Mudgee and the Hotel Mudgee: 

OIL CONFERENCE. THE first Vacuum oil sales conference to be held in Mudgee was held last week, the 

Hotel Mudgee being the scene of the deliberations. Those who attended were northern, western and north-

western sales representatives. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 16th September 1935, 

p. 4) 

MR. Chaseling, Metropolitan Licensing Inspector, is paying an official visit to Mudgee, and is staying at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th October 1935, p. 2) 

ANNUAL SPEECH DAY. Federal Member to Present Prizes. MR. C. L. A. Abbott. M.P. for Gwydir, has 

advised the Principal of the Mudgee High School, Mr. George Keys, that he will be very pleased to be present at the 

annual Speech Day on the 10th December and to present the prizes. Mr. Abbott will arrive in Mudgee on the morning 

of the 10th December anil will be glad to meet any constituents who may desire to see him. He will stay at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 2nd  December 1935, p. 8) 

What was no doubt a first for not only the Hotel Mudgee, but also for Mudgee, was an art exhibition. The artist was 

Peter Bousfield, attracted to Mudgee because of its picturesque landscapes. He had three entries in the 1944 Wynne 

prize. Regrettably, the little information available on him is rather nebulous. He appears to have been an artist who 

was actively involved in artistic societies, yet his footprint remains largely forgotten. He trained with Will Ashton and 

some of his work is in the Ballarat Regional Art Gallery.  

ARTIST’S EXHIBITION. MR. Peter Bousfield, the artist, has been spending some time in Mudgee, 

where the undulating countryside and the beautiful and historic old homes have provided excellent material 

for his art. Mr Bousfield’s pictures are well known in Sydney and Melbourne, where he has exhibited for some 

years with the Royal Art Society, Water Color Institute and Victorian Artists’ Society, but, though he makes 

many trips to town, his real interest lies in the country, where the long vistas and open spaces form such a 

contrast to the crowded European cities, where Mr Bousfield lived for many years before coming out to 

Australia. Mr Bousfield has arranged a small but very representative exhibition of local pictures at the Hotel 

Mudgee which will be opened by Mr. V. D. Cox at 3 p.m. in the upstairs lounge on Tuesday, 20th May, and 

residents of Mudgee will be interested in seeing many familiar glimpses of our countryside as viewed by the 

artist’s eye. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 25th May 1936, p. 4) 

MUDGEE BEAUTIES IN WATER COLORS. AN exhibition of water-colors from the brush of that well-

known artist, Mr. Peter Bousfield, is being held at the Hotel Mudgee this week, and was opened on Tuesday 

afternoon by Mr. V. D. Cox. The paintings depict local scenes. Mr. Cox declared that the artist had revealed 

the beauties of the district to the people, and among the comments by those present were comparisons with 

the work of Streeton and Lambert. Among the most noteworthy paintings are those of Lawson Park, with 

autumn-tinted poplars and big gum trees; rain in the hills – a soft grey scene; Galambine, a typical Mudgee 

district station property; stormy weather, with trees bending before the wind and clouds scudding across the 

sky; the environs of Gulgong, with a good effect of old trees; Putta Bucca – an excellent distant view; a glimpse 

of the homestead at Goree, a typical station homestead; the golf links with their fine trees; and the Gulgong-

Wilbetree Road, in bright autumn colorings. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th 

May 1936, p. 4) 

 
Fig. 26  Australian landscape, by Peter Bousfield (1935) 
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Bathurst-born Sir Arthur Rickard (1868-1948), mentioned in the following article, was a rags-to-riches-to-rags real 

estate entrepreneur who was brought undone by the Great Depression. Prior to his professional and financial demise 

he had had a successful and active career and had been knighted in 1920: 

 
Fig. 27  Sir Arthur Rickard 

 

VISITORS to Mudgee last weekend were Sir Arthur Rickard and Messrs. Proud, Shaw, and Aislabie, of 

Sydney, all of whom are members of the Millions Club. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee prior to visiting Sir 

Frederick McMaster at ‘Dalkeith.’ Mr. Proud is a member of the well-known firm of city jewellers. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th September 1936, p. 2) 

RESISTED POLICE. Mudgee Hotel Episode. ALLEGED to have resisted so violently that two policemen were 

needed to deal with him, Thomas Hamnet (29) was charged at Mudgee Court this morning with having been found 

drunk and with having resisted Constable C. J. Cook while the latter was in the execution of his duty on Friday. 

Hamnet pleaded guilty to both charges. 

Sergeant Barry said that defendant was drunk and resisted Constable Cook most violently. Witness had to help the 

constable to get defendant to the police truck. Defendant was put out of the Hotel Mudgee, having refused to leave. 

Defendant said that he was under the influence of liquor and did not know what he was doing. 

There were no previous convictions against the defendant, who was fined £1, in default two days hard labor, on the 

resisting charge, and 10/-, in default one day’s hard labor on the other. 

Mr. G. McKay, JP. and C.P.S., was on the Bench. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 28th 

September 1936, p. 1) 

SIGN OF BETTER TIMES. SIGN of better times is the fact that the Hotel Mudgee is installing new telephonic 

equipment, which will bring the number of telephones in the building to seven. It is to be hoped that this fine hotel, 

which has done much to place Mudgee’s name on the tourist map, will experience such good business as to warrant 

still further additions to its already excellent facilities. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 12th  

October 1936, p. 4) 

WANTED. HOUSEMAID-WAITRESS. Must be capable of waiting in dining room. Apply Monday morning. 

Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th November 1936, p. 4) 

BOYS VISIT. 120 in Mudgee Tour of Town and District. A PARTY of 120 schoolboys arrived in Mudgee this 

morning on a railway cruise, and were welcomed at the station by the Mayor (Ald. E. T. Lovett) on behalf of the 

citizens. 

On arrival the boys proceeded to the power house, and from there to the butter factory. Then followed a tour of the 

town, the famous Burrundulla flats, and the Mt. Frome limestone quarries. The visitors had luncheon at the Hotel 

Mudgee. 

This afternoon they were scheduled to inspect Mr. Hunter White’s Havilah property, and to swim at the Weir. 

After dinner at the Hotel Mudgee, they are to be entertained by Mr. Ivan R. Adams at the Criterion Theatre. 
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They spend the night in the train at Mudgee, and proceed to Lithgow early in the morning. 

The Mudgee Municipal Council and the ‘Mudgee Guardian’ may justifiably claim to be mainly responsible for the 

boys’ visit to this town, the ‘Guardian’ having strongly and consistently advocated it. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 10th December 1936, p. 7) 

After being in charge since the opening in 1929 the Warnemindes and the Scullys are retiring to farming. However, 

they would be back at the Hotel Mudgee a few years later: 

THE well-known and highly-esteemed Scully and Warneminde families, whose long association with the Hotel 

Mudgee has been so very popular, will leave the hotel about February next. The hotel has made great progress 

under their control, and they will be very greatly missed indeed. Though they have not yet definitely decided 

where their future will be, they may be assured that, wherever they go, they will carry with them the best wishes 

of a vast army of friends. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 21st December 1936, p. 2) 

Mr. H. E. Warneminde and Mr. C. Scully, who have been conducting the Hotel Mudgee since its inception, 

will be leaving at the end of January, and with their families will reside on their station property at “Glen 

Heather,” Avisford. They have many friends in the West, who will be pleased to learn that they do not intend 

to leave the Mudgee district. (Cowra Free Press, NSW, Thursday, 7th January 1937, p. 7) 

Vincent Dowling Cox was the youngest son of the late George Henry Cox, MLA and MLC, of Burrundulla, Mudgee. 

He inherited the bulk of Burrundulla from his father, and his descendants still live on and farm Burrundulla, which is 

one of few properties in Australia still in the hands of the family of the original crown grantee: 

 

Fig. 28  Vincent Dowling Cox of Burrundulla, Mudgee 

MR. V. D. Cox, chairman of directors of the Mudgee Dairy Co., will leave next Thursday on a trip to the 

islands, the East, the U.S.A. and England. At a very happy little function at the Hotel Mudgee, last night, he 

said good-bye to the directors and manager, who wished him a happy voyage. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 1st  February 1937, p. 2) 

Vero Read married as her second husband Janet Rouse, nee Clark, daughter of grazier Daniel Clark, who owned 

successively Guntawang at Gulgong, Monivae at Lue, and Rawdon at Rylstone. 

MR. Vero Read, well-known Sydney solicitor, and Mrs. Vero Read, were recent visitors to Mudgee. They 

stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 8th February 1937, p. 2) 

Mr Spring was indeed visiting the Hotel Mudgee as a private guest; he would later marry one of the Warneminde’s 

daughters whom he was obviously courting: 

SOLICITOR DISCHARGED. ‘After Hours’ Charges. Police Visit to Hotel Mudgee. THOMAS Spring, 

Well known Mudgee solicitor, was charged before Mr Pickup, PM., at the Mudgee Police Court this morning 

with having been found on the licensed premises of the Hotel Mudgee during prohibited hours, on the night 

of January 30 without lawful excuse. 
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Sergeant Beggs stated in evidence that shortly after 11 p.m. he entered the bar of the Hotel Mudgee. 

Defendant was behind the bar with the licensee. Defendant said he was a guest and was on friendly terms with 

the family. Witness did not see liquor supplied to defendant. 

Witness added that he knew defendant was on friendly terms with the family. 

The defendant then gave evidence. 

He said that he was in the bar with the licensee. He was often at the hotel because he was friendly with the 

family. He was asked to have a drink on the night in question and agreed to have one. They went behind the 

bar counter. He was not drinking strong drink at that time, so he only had one squash and lemonade. He had 

the drink as a guest of the licensee. 

The P.M. said that he was satisfied that defendant visited the hotel as a guest, and dismissed the information. 

MEN FINED 

On charges of having been found on the licensed premises of the Hotel Mudgee during prohibited hours on 

the night of January 30 without lawful excuse, the following were each fined £1 with 8/- costs: Arthur Brain, 

Dudley Dimmock. William Glanvillc, George Headley, Eric Rayner, Arthur Welsh, all of Mudgee, and 

Raymond Paterson, of Grattai. 

CHARGE AGAINST LICENSEE 

A charge against Herman Warneminde of having been the licensee of the premises on which a person had 

been found during prohibited hours without lawful excuse was adjourned till March 1 on the application of 

Mr Roulston (for Warneminde), who said that he had had no time to advise his client, who was in Sydney, 

having only been notified of the matter very recently. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 

15th February 1937, p. 2) 

The architect in question was ‘Edward Gell’ who also designed the adjoining convent. He designed a great number of 

buildings – houses, churches, convents, presbyteries and schools – for the Catholic church in the Central West. 

MRS. Collingridge and Miss Brown, visitors from England, were in Mudgee recently, and stayed at the Hotel 

Mudgee. Mrs. Collingridge is the grand-daughter of Mr. Jell, the architect who designed the Roman Catholic 

Church in Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th March 1937, p. 2) 

Hotel Mudgee Praised. GREAT tribute to the Hotel Mudgee was paid recently by the Consul for Belgium (M. 

Henri Segaert). Speaking in Sydney, M. Segaert said that the general standard of country hotels was not as high as it 

should be. In fact, he added, there was hardly any really good hotels in the rural areas apart from ‘one at Mudgee.’ 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 18th March 1937, p. 3) 

The age-old issue of bona fide travellers: 

PUBLICAN FINED. Hotel Mudgee Case. HERMAN Ole Selma Warneminde was charged before Mr. 

Pickup, P.M., at Mudgee Police Court on Monday, with having been the licensee of premises on which William 

Glanville was found during prohibited hours on January 30. 

The defendant pleaded guilty 

Sgt. Beggs deposed that on the night of January 30 he entered the bar of the Hotel Mudgee and saw a man 

named Glanville drinking at the bar. The defendant was behind the bar. Other men were also in the bar. 

Defendant said the men told him they were travellers. 

Glanville was a local man, added witness. 

In answer to Mr. E. R. Daniels (for defendant), witness said that to his knowledge, the hotel was well 

conducted. 

Mr. Daniels said that he desired to make an application under Section 63. 
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The defendant stated in evident that some men came in and asked for a drink, saying they were travellers. He 

knew them and believed they were travellers. He always tried to conduct the hotel in the best possible manner, 

and had been commended by members of the Licensing Board on the good ….…. he kept the hotel. 

The P.M. said that the defendant should have made further enquiries as to whether or not the men were 

travellers. 

He ordered that the conviction be not recorded, and fined the defendant £2, with 8/- costs. 

Police Inspector Armstrong said that there was no doubt that it was a well conducted hotel ……… (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th April 1937, p. 16) 

STIRRING ADDRESS. THE newly-formed Rotary Club of Mudgee held an enthusiastic meeting at the Hotel 

Mudgee on Monday night last on the occasion of a visit from the Governor of the 76th District of the Rotary 

International (Eastern Australia) Dr. Inglis Robertson……….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 15th April 1937, p. 7) 

The visitors to Mudgee on this occasion in 1937 were quite illustrious: Billy Hughes, Prime Minister of Australia from 

1915 to 1923, and his second wife, Dame Mary Hughes, as well as John Curtin, later war time Prime Minister from 

1941 until his sudden death in 1945. 

TWO MEETINGS. The suggestion that a joint meeting of Government and Labour party supporters should 

be held at Mudgee – the speakers being the Minister for Health and Repatriation (Mr. Hughes) and the leader 

of the Federal Labour Party (Mr. Curtin) having been rejected by the local branch of the United Country Party, 

the political meetings held at Mudgee to-night were separate. Mr. Curtin, however, dined with Dame Mary 

Hughes at the Hotel Mudgee, Mr. Hughes being with the diggers at Gulgong….. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 

Saturday, 1st May 1937, p. 17) 

                   
          Fig. 29  Billy Hughes                             Fig. 30  Dame Mary Hughes                     Fig. 31  John Curtin 

 

THE wedding was celebrated at Mudgee Church of England this morning of Mr. Frederick Charles Blackman, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Blackman, of Greenwich, and Miss Helen Elizabeth Cox, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bartles F. 

Cox, of Cullenbone. The ceremony was per- formed by Canon Walker. The happy couple’s future home will be at 

Mosman. A reception was held at the Hotel Mudgee, the Canon presiding. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 7th June 1937, p. 2) 

This must have been a spectacle: turkey droving! 

Mr. H. Warneminde, of the Hotel Mudgee, purchased 150 turkeys at Dennison Town, 70 miles from Mudgee 

and has started to drove them to Mudgee. Before starting them off he ‘shod’ them by driving them through 

tar and then through sand. He hopes to get them to Mudgee without the loss of a single head. Mr. Warneminde 

was for many years a resident of Hughenden. (Townsville Daily Bulletin, Qld., Thursday, 1st July 1937, p. 9) 
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The Hotel Mudgee was frequently used as a venue for meetings, but obviously the hotel was too great a temptation 

for some Show Society committee members: 

At a meeting of the Agricultural Society committee ………. When the question of a meeting place was 

introduced, Mr. B. F. Cox moved that the C.W.A. rooms be secured. Mr. Hudson seconded. Mr. Byrnes 

contended that the offer of the Hotel Mudgee to make a room available free of cost should be accepted. 

Some of the old hands, however, considered that the younger members of the congregation might stray from 

the straight and narrow path, and the C.W.A. won the day. …… (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 12th July 1937, p. 5) 

The Rotary Club of Mudgee is still in operation: 

CHARTER NIGHT. Rotarians Foregather in Mudgee. MANY VISITORS. THERE was a large and 

representative attendance at the Hotel Mudgee on Saturday night, when the charter of the Rotary Club of 

Mudgee was presented to that body by the Acting-Governor of the 76th district, Mr. John Duncan. Some 130 

people attended, and representatives were present from the Rotary Clubs of Sydney, Manly, North Sydney, 

Parramatta, Goulburn, Nowra. Lithgow, Bathurst, Wellington and Dubbo…….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 19th July 1937, p. 4) 

N.Z. Tourists. TWENTY New Zealand tourists are expected to arrive in Mudgee on Wednesday, and will stay at the 

Hotel Mudgee. Mudgee welcomes them with open arms, and hopes that this will be but the prelude to a greater tourist 

traffic locally. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 9th August 1937, p. 4) 

MR. T. SPRING FAREWELLED. Tributes from Many Friends. FINE CITIZEN GOING. MR. Tom Spring well- 

known Mudgee solicitor, and one of our town’s most popular young residents, was tendered a farewell by a large 

number of friends at the Hotel Mudgee on Thursday night prior to his departure for Narromine. He was presented 

with a travelling rug and a travelling ease, and was praised by speakers for his many high qualities both as a solicitor 

and a citizen………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 23rd August 1937, p. 7) 

A VISITOR to Mudgee this week was Judge Nield, who was accompanied by his wife, son, and daughter. They 

stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th August 1937, p. 2) 

Herman Warneminde had evidently carried out his duties at the Hotel Mudgee faultlessly: 

LEAVING HOTEL MUDGEE. Mr. H. Warneminde and Family. AFTER being mine host of the Hotel 

Mudgee for nine years, Mr. H. Warneminde will relinquish control at the end of the month. Fortunately he will 

not be leaving the district, but will take up residence on his snug ‘Glen Heather’ property at Avisford. During 

their stay in Mudgee the Warneminde and Scully families have won the admiration and esteem of all classes 

and their places will be extremely difficult to fill. Mr Warneminde, in addition to being an ideal host, took a 

prominent part in the social life of the town, while the other members of the family were equally active. The 

‘Guardian’ regrets their impending departure and joins in the hope that they will find perfect happiness in their 

new home. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th September 1937, p. 7) 

THE Attorney-General (Mr. H. E. Manning) and Mrs. Manning are spending a holiday here. They are staying 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th September 1937, p. 2) 

Arthur Muuga had previously been on the staff of the Hotel Mudgee and now returned as licensee/manager: 

MR. Arthur Muuga, who was for some years a trusted member of the staff of the Hotel Mudgee, and who 

has been in Sydney of late, returned to Mudgee this week, and will become manager of the hotel after the 

departure of the Warneminde family. His many local friends will wish him success in his important position. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th September 1937, p. 2) 

Hotel Licence Transfer. AT the Mudgee Licensing Court this morning the licence of the Hotel Mudgee was 

transferred from Herman Warneminde to Arthur Frederick Muuga. Mr E. R. Daniel appeared for the parties 

in the case. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 4th October 1937, p. 1) 

The Rotary Club of Mudgee frequently used the Hotel Mudgee as a venue for its meetings. Sir Frederick McMaster 

was a prominent grazier, of Dalkeith at Cassilis, who had a great interest in technology. He was largely responsible for 

the creation of the C.S.I.R.O (Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization). 
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Fig. 32  Sir Frederick McMaster 

 

Grazing Industry Aspects. Sir Fredk. McMaster’s Address TO MUDGEE ROTARY CLUB. Value of 

Sheep Rugging. SEVERAL aspects of the grazing industry were discussed by Sir Frederick McMaster, of 

‘Dalkeith,’ Cassilis, in an interesting address to the Rotary Club of Mudgee at its dinner at the Hotel Mudgee 

on Monday night ………….  (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st October 1937, p. 

15) 

The changes to the Hotel Mudgee with the installation of a cocktail bar was quite innovative, if not revolutionary”  

Hotel Mudgee. AT the Mudgee Licensing Court on Monday, Arthur F. Muuga, licensee of the Hotel Mudgee, 

asked for permission for additions to be made to the hotel bar. The work, he said, would take about two 

months. The police offered no objections, and the relieving P.M., Mr. N. L. C. Sheridan, granted the 

application. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st October 1937, p. 4) 

The Hotel Mudgee was the favoured accommodation of any dignitaries to the town: 

THE Minister for Local Government (Mr. Spooner) passed through Mudgee on his way to Coolah on 

Friday night, and stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. He was accompanied by Mr. W. F. Dunn. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 8th November 1937, p. 2) 

THE engagement is announced of Mr. T. Spring, solicitor, of Narromine, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Spring, of Church 

St., Mudgee, and ‘Billie,’ daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Warneminde, ‘Glen Heather,’ Avisford, and late of the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 15th November 1937, p. 2) 

VISITORS to Mudgee are Mr. and Mrs. G. King and Mr. and Mrs. C. Yates, friends of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Loneragan 

and family. They are staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 29th 

November 1937, p. 2) 

Tim Loneragan was a pioneer aviator in the Mudgee district, along with his younger brothers. He was also a trainee 

pilot instructor during WWII. 

MR. ‘Tim’ Loneragan and the manager of the Hotel Mudgee (Mr. Muuga) flew to Sydney today in Mr. 

Loneragan’s new plane. They will fly back to-morrow. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 29th November 1937, p. 2) 

The impending cocktail bar was evidently going to add  whole new level of sophistication to Mudgee’s night life in 

the 1930s: 

IMPROVEMENTS At Hotel Mudgee. Air-conditioned Bar. THE Improvements that are being made at 

the Hotel Mudgee, and which are now well in hand, will make the hotel one of the most outstanding in the 

State. 

The new bar, which is being constructed next to the present one, will be the only air-conditioned bar in the 

State. The fittings will be in stainless steel and walnut and the designs will be of the latest American type. The 

temperature of all drinks will be controlled and stools will be provided at the bar. There will also be several 
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private cubicles. Improvements will also be made to the present bar. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 29th  November 1937, p. 7) 

COCKTAIL BAR FOR MUDGEE. Watch for the Opening Date. NO doubt most people have noticed 

the extensive alterations that have been taking place at the HOTEL MUDGEE over the past few weeks. These 

alterations have made this modern hotel equal to any in the metropolitan area and, we feel safe in saying, 

surpassing in modernity and comfort any hotel in the west. 

Three bars have been arranged – the Public Bar, Private Bar and COCKTAIL BAR. 

The latter is an entirely new creation which has never before been attempted in the State. In this bar both 

ladies and gentlemen can have their drinks served with delicacies in the utmost comfort, afforded by the most 

modern furniture and, what is most important, that delightful atmosphere made possible by AIR 

CONDITION. 

The Hotel Mudgee Cocktail Bar is fitted out with high stools, a boon to those wishing to have their drinks 

served at the counter, and with loges for those who wish to entertain parties; all fittings and furnishings are in 

walnut and offer the utmost comfort with effective lighting arrangements showing to the best advantage the 

new plastic wall treatment. 

The luxurious surroundings, together with the high-class service that is offered, makes the HOTEL MUDGEE 

COCKTAIL BAR a perfect rendezvous. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th 

December 1937, p. 8) 

 

Fig. 33  Advertisement: cocktail bar 

Since the advent of the motor car in the early 1900s tourism had become increasingly important to the local economy. 

A downside was the poor state of roads in, and to, the town: 

Overseas Visitors. TWENTY-SEVEN overseas visitors will spend a few days at the Hotel Mudgee shortly 

after Christmas. Most of them come from England and New Zealand. It is very pleasing indeed that so many 

tourists should include Mudgee in their itinerary. No doubt if we had better streets, roads and footpaths – and 

a scenic road as well – our town would attract still more visitors. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 20th December 1937, p. 5) 

THERE’S nothing like congenial conditions when discussing your thoughts with a glass of the best at the Hotel 

Mudgee Cocktail Bar. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 20th December 1937, p. 2) 
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The local race club was evidently struggling at the time, and would be further affected by the onset of WWII the 

following year.  

MUDGEE DISTRICT RACE CLUB. SPECIAL MEETING. A SPECIAL MEETING of members of 

the Mudgee District Race Club will be held in the Hotel Mudgee on MONDAY, 17th JAN. 1938, at 8 p.m. 

BUSINESS: To wind up the affairs of the Club. 

A. E. TWENTYMAN. Hon. Sec. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 10th January 1938, 

p. 4) 

At a meeting of the Mudgee Chamber of Commerce ….. SUGGESTED PUBLICITY BUREAU. On the motion 

of Mr. Daniel, it was decided to ask the Hotel Mudgee, Limited, if a cubicle could be set up in the vestibule of the 

hotel where information about the district useful to visitors and tourists could be displayed. 

Members were all in favor of the idea, and it was considered that one of the most important matters the chamber 

could turn its attention to would be the collection and presentation of statistics and general information about the 

district, and make same available in a handy and attractive form. 

In connection with publicity, the chamber expressed its hearty agreement with the idea mooted at the Anniversary 

Celebrations Committee for the production of a Mudgee souvenir in booklet or brochure form. The chamber and its 

individual members will do everything possible to assist the project….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 13th January 1938, p. 7) 

Mudgee Hotel. MUDGEE is proud of its cocktail bar. It is unsurpassed in Sydney, or elsewhere. Its beauty, its ultra-

modern lines of architecture are features that we see only on the films. The concealed lighting gives a most satisfying 

soft appeal. It is excellent publicity to Mudgee, and something that we can boast about when with our less fortunate 

fellows down in the ‘big city.’ (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 13th January 1938, p. 4) 

Lady Sligo was actually Agatha, Marchioness of Sligo, wife of 6th Marquess of Sligo. ‘Lady’ Maclean was actually Miss 

Helen Maclean of Ardgour. More guests for the McMasters at Dalkeith: 

COUNTESS Sligo and Lady Maclean, spent last night in Mudgee. They are on their way back to Sydney 

after visiting “Dalkeith.” They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 24th January 1938, p. 2) 

The 8th Viscount Galway was Governor-General of New Zealand. Yet another guest of the McMasters: 

 
Fig. 34  8th Viscount Galway 

 

ON Saturday the 5th February, Lord Galway, the Governor-General of New Zealand, will arrive by special 

train. He will stay at the Hotel Mudgee, prior to proceeding to the home of Sir Frederick McMaster. Numerous 

well-known personalities are at present getting a sample of country life at “Dalkeith.” (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 24th January 1938, p. 2) 

The 9th Earl de la Warr was, despite his long aristocratic background, a Labour Party-affiliated peer: 
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Fig. 35  9th Earl de la Warr 

 

EARL de la Warr, Lord Privy Seal, and his secretary, Mr. J. J. S. Garner, accompanied by the Hon. H. V. C. 

Thorby, Minister for Defence, will arrive in Mudgee next Sunday, and will stay at the Hotel Mudgee. There is 

a possibility of the Prime Minister, Mr. J. A. Lyons, likewise arriving here on Sunday. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 31st January 1938, p. 2) 

The Reynolds later bought Bowness at Wilbetree, north of Mudgee; after WWII they bought Guntawang at Gulgong, 

an historic and notable pastoral property: 

MR. and Mrs. Ford Reynolds are looking around Mudgee for a property. They are staying at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 3rd February 1938, p. 2) 

ALD. R. A. Roth, accompanied by Mr. B. S. Swindlehurst, entertained Lord De La Warr (Lord Privy Seal, London), 

Mr. Grenehard (Dominions Office, London), and Mr. H. V. Thorby (Minister for Defence) at luncheon at the Hotel 

Mudgee yesterday. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 7th February 1938, p. 2) 

MR. and Mrs. Jackson, of London, are staying a short time at the Hotel Mudgee. Mr. Jackson is connected with 

the Rolls Royce Co. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th February 1938, p. 2) 

AN interesting personage to pass through Mudgee recently was Mr. Bernard O’Reilly. It will be remembered that 

Mr. O’Reilly was responsible for finding the lost Stinson plane in Queensland. He stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 17th February 1938, p. 2) 

MR. Alford, of Winchcombe, Carson Ltd., is at present making a short stay in Mudgee. He is staying at the Hotel 

Mudgee. Also at the hotel is Mr. A. Farrell, of the Farmers and Graziers’ Co-operative Co. Ltd. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th March 1938, p. 2) 

MR. Buttenshaw, accompanied by Mrs. Buttenshaw, are expected in Mudgee next Wednesday. Mr. Buttenshaw was 

the Minister for Lands, and is now a director of the Farmers and Graziers. They will stay at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 14th March 1938, p. 2) 

STAYING at the Hotel Mudgee are a number of militia officers on a round of inspection. They are: Lieut.-Colonel 

N. Henry. Lieut. Colonel W. Hindemarsh. Major-General R. Bennett, Mr W. Kaglund, Major H. Lucas, Major R. 

Gunn, Major W. Coulter, Captain S. Belschener, Captain W. Murphy, Captain T. Furness, Captain F. Whitehouse, 

Captain J. Montgomery and Captain C. Smith. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 21st March 

1938, p. 2) 

Sir Robert Garran, District Governor of Rotary, was a most distinguished lawyer and public servant who played a 

leading role from the establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia, being associated with the Attorney-General’s 

department, and was an expert on the constitution. Highly respected, he was in demand for various committees after 

retirement in 1932. He was a tall and most imposing man. The cultivated son of a cultivated man, his own four sons 

were all high achievers: 
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Fig. 36  Sir Robert Garran 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF MUDGEE. Visit of Governor. ON Thursday last the Governor of Rotary’s 75th 

district, which extends from the Murrumbidgee to Cairns, in the person of Sir Robert Garran, paid a visit, to 

the Rotary Club of Mudgee, and remained here until the week-end. 

On the Thursday night the members of the Mudgee Club entertained the Governor at dinner at the Hotel 

Mudgee. There was a large attendance, including a number of visitors and guests……… (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 7th April 1938, p. 13) 

THE wedding of Mr. Tom Spring and Miss “Billle” Warneminde will take place next Wednesday in Mudgee, and after 

the ceremony a reception will be held at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 

14th April 1938, p. 2) 

TENDERS CALLED to supply 50 tons Wood. Apply Manager, Hotel Mudgee, Mudgee, for particulars. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 14th April 1938, p. 4) 

WEDDING. Spring – Warneminde. A WEDDING which attracted widespread interest was celebrated in Mudgee 

yesterday by the Right Rev. Monsignor Flanagan, the contracting parties being Mr. Tom Spring, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

D. H. Spring, and Miss “Billie” Warneminde, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Warneminde, of “Glen Heather,” Avisford, 

and formerly of the Hotel Mudgee. 

The bride was attended by Mrs. A. C. Scully as matron of honor, while Mr. W. Langton acted as best man. A large 

party attended the reception at the Hotel Mudgee, where the toast of the bride and groom was proposed by the 

Monsignor Flanagan, and responded to by Mr. T. Spring. 

After the reception Mr. and Mrs. Spring left by car for their honeymoon, which will be spent in Sydney. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st April 1938, p. 1) 

The Hotel Mudgee had become the preferred hostelry for country folk from around the district at race and show time, 

or whenever in town for an extended stay: 

BLIGH visitors who made the Hotel Mudgee their headquarters during the Bligh festivities included Mr. 

Ronald Bowman (president) and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. L. Bowman and daughter, Mr. E. K. Bowman, Mr. and 

Mrs. Scott and daughter (Dubbo), Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Watt (Coonabarabran), Mrs. Baillieu (Tongy), Mr. and 

Mrs. Busby (Cassillis), and Mr. L. Hamilton (Rylstone). (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 5th May 1938, p. 2) 

MRS. Ronald Bowman, of Birriwa, was among the guests at the Hotel Mudgee during the week. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th May 1938, p. 2) 

MR. Church, of the Broken Hill Proprietary, inspected the Mt. Knowles mine this week. He made the Hotel 

Mudgee his headquarters. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th May 1938, p. 2) 

Mrs. Spruson was a daughter of James Loneragan and a sister of Ted Loneragan, so the Hotel Mudgee was the natural 

choice for visiting extended family members due to the family’s involvement in its ownership and management: 
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MRS. Spruson and her two daughters, of Neutral Bay, were guests at the Hotel Mudgee during the week. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th June 1938, p. 2) 

Gum Blossoms. THE gum blossom season is with us, and a glorious display of these fragrant blooms has 

transformed the lounge at the Hotel Mudgee into a place of rare charm. It’s safe to bet that the local collectors will be 

busy on the ironbark front during the next week or two. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 

16th June 1938, p. 4) 

Significant celebrations in Mudgee were invariably held at the Hotel Mudgee. Radio 2MG is still going strong. It is 

interesting to note that Ted Loneragan was Mayor of Mudgee at the time of this significant event: 

MESSRS. Tindale, Abercrombie, Morgan, Payten, and Le Pia, who are engaged in the work of 

establishing Mudgee’s new radio station, expect to finalise everything within the next few days. During their 

stay they have been guests at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 27th 

June 1938, p. 2) 

Mudgee On The Air. OFFICIAL OPENING OF 2MG. Aerodrome Wanted Now. THE broadcasting 

station owned and operated by Mudgee shareholders was opened by Mr. W. F. Dunn, M.L.A., at an official 

dinner given at the Hotel Mudgee on Saturday evening. 

Mr. Dunn said the establishment of the station constituted a noted milestone in the forward march of this 

historic town and district, and a magnificent contribution to the cultural and educational life of the community. 

He congratulated Mr. H. W. Milton (managing director) and everyone associated with him for having put 

Mudgee on the air. There were very few towns the size of Mudgee that could boast of a broadcasting station. 

The town and district now only needed an aerodrome to make it one of the most advanced and progressive 

towns of its size in New South Wales. 

The Mayor of Mudgee (Ald. J. E. Loneragan) said the station was another forward move for Mudgee. Statistics 

showed that within a radius of 50 miles of Mudgee there was a population of 36,000 people, and all these could 

hear station 2MG. A radio station assisted in education and making life more tolerable. He congratulated the 

directors and shareholders on their enterprise, and hoped it would achieve the success it deserved. He hoped 

also that the building of the station would be followed by the establishment of an aerodrome…….. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 4th July 1938, p. 2) 

Bachelors’ and Spinsters’ Balls/Dances were once a highlight of social occasions in rural Australia but seemed to have 

fallen by the wayside. The use of the expression ‘motor’ (i.e. to travel) is archaic: 

SOCIAL notes from Sydney: To add to the festivities in Mudgee on the night of the Bachelors’ Dance, which 

takes place the first week in August, Mary Corlis is planning a cocktail party at the Hotel Mudgee. Among the 

Sydney people who will motor up are Clare and Lucy Spruson and Tony Stuart. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 25th July 1938, p. 2) 

Stealing Charge. AT the Mudgee Police Court this morning, before Mr G. McKay, Athol Dent was charged with 

stealing two locks, the property of the Hotel Mudgee. He was bound over in his own surety of £10 to be of good 

behavior for 12 months. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 29th August 1938, p. 4) 

Obviously Mudgee has become a popular conference venue, but it is not clear where the actual conference was held: 

THE engineers who attended the big conference in Mudgee at the week-end, made the Hotel Mudgee their 

headquarters. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 12th September 1938, p. 2) 

CLAY PIGEON GUN CLUB. A MEETING of persons interested in the formation of a clay pigeon gun club in 

Mudgee are invited to attend a meeting at the Hotel Mudgee on Friday week, September 30, at 8.30 p.m. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th September 1938, p. 4) 

ON Thursday afternoon last Mr. M. G. Hook was entertained at the Hotel Mudgee by Mudgee business people and 

was presented with a silver tray and cut glass water set by Mr. H. B. Duff on behalf of the townspeople. The many 

speakers referred to Mr. Hook’s regretted departure, and stated that he had proved himself a very fine citizen. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th September 1938, p. 2) 

MR. McKay, Police Commissioner, accompanied by Mr. W. Franklin, arrived in Mudgee last night after a tour of 

the northern coalfields area. It was a strenuous day for the two gentlemen, as over 400 miles were covered since setting 
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out from Sydney in the morning. They made the Hotel Mudgee their headquarters, and were in consultation with 

Inspector Howard today. It is expected that they will depart to-morrow morning. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 29th September 1938, p. 2) 

An innovative culinary experience and promotional opportunity occurred in 1938 when  a French chef was employed 

to create an elaborate French-style menu for a Christmas dinner.  

Well Known French Chef Prepares Xmas Dinner. HOTEL MUDGEE SPECIAL. MONSIEUR 

Dougleau, well known French chef, has prepared a tasty dinner menu for Xmas – details of which are to be 

found elsewhere in this paper. Monsieur Dougleau has been in many of Sydney’s leading hotels, and on the 

continent. 

SAVE TIME AND MONEY 

You will save time and money by going along to the Hotel Mudgee for your Xmas dinner, and save a lot of 

bother too! 

The spirit of Christmas is everything, and you cannot do better than going along to the Hotel Mudgee and 

keep this wonderful Yuletide spirit glowing. 

The carefully prepared menu is detailed in full in this paper, so it will be worth your while to turn over and 

scan this special from the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th 

December 1938, p. 1) 

 

Fig. 37  Advertisement: Christmas dinner, 1938 

Farewell Party. MRS. S. G. Keys was the guest of honor on Saturday, when about forty of her friends met to bid her 

farewell at a cocktail party at the Hotel Mudgee. Mrs Drake, who, with Mesdames Martin and Priddle, acted as 

hostesses, presented Mrs. Keys with a delightful water set. Mrs Drake said that Mrs Keys had a wonderful capacity 

for making friends, and this would make her as well thought of in Tamworth as by her many Mudgee friends. Mrs 
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Keys, in a charming speech, thanked everyone and remarked that she had a very soft spot in her heart for Mudgee. In 

conclusion, she said that she hoped to welcome her friends to Tamworth in the near future. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 12th December 1938, p. 4) 

 

Fig. 38  Advertisement: Amberbeer at the Hotel Mudgee 

It is not known what has precipitated the return of the Warneninde/Scully regime to the Hotel Mudgee: 

‘WARNE’ RULES AGAIN. Back to Hotel Mudgee. MR. H. Warneminde, the jolly good sport who 

presided over the destinies of the Hotel Mudgee for many years, and who retired some time ago to take up 

grazing pursuits at Avisford, is to be the host of this hotel once more. 

Having purchased a lease of the business, he expects to enter into possession before the Mudgee Show, and 

again Mrs. Scully, a general favorite with the public, will take charge of the house arrangements. 

‘Warne,’ as he is familiarly known, is an ideal host, and friends in town and district will be glad to welcome him 

to ……. address. The Mudgee was one of the most popular …. during his previous occupation, and, as he has 

lost none of his punch, there is no doubt it will maintain its popularity. 

The Avisford property will be retained by ‘Warne’ and Mr. Clarrie Scully so they will have their time fully 

occupied. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th February 1939, p. 2) 

Another pleasing function was the dinner tendered to Mr K. McCully by the members and associates at the Hotel 

Mudgee, in honor of his being the first Mudgee golfer to win the western district championship. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd February 1939, p. 16) 

Licence changes at Mudgee hotels were often an annual event: 

HOTEL MUDGEE. AT the Mudgee Licensing Court this morning the licence of the Hotel Mudgee was 

transferred from Mr. A. Muuga to Mr. H. Warneminde. ‘Warne,’ as he is familiarly known, conducted this 

popular house for some years and knows all there is to be known about the business. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 6th March 1939, p. 4) 

WANTED. KITCHENMAID, between 35 and 45 years of age preferred. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE any morning. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd March 1939, p. 4) 
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Kaludabah was an extensive property north-west of Mudgee on the Cudgegong River which had belonged to Ted 

Loneragan since the 1920s. James Pirie was the manager, and the Pirie family was very musical: 

Birthday Celebrations. THERE was a happy gathering at the Hotel Mudgee on Saturday evening, when 

relatives and friends of Miss Lorna Pirie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Pirie, of Kaludabah, joined in celebrating 

the coming of age of that popular young lady. After the party an adjournment was made to the picture show. 

On Sunday Lorna was accorded further honors at her home, where a merry party indulged in tennis and other 

games. The “Guardian” joins in the congratulations. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 

15th June 1939, p. 4) 

Janet Adams was a daughter of Mudgee businessman Ivan Adams who took over the Regent Theatre in 1936. The 

Regent passed to the Suttor family after his death and remained in their ownership until sold in 2007: 

WEDDING. Suttor – Adams. A VERY pretty wedding, which created great interest, was celebrated at St. 

Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Mudgee, on September 14, the contracting parties being Mr. Thomas Charles 

Colvin Suttor and Miss Janet Marjorie Adams, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I. R. Adams, of Church Street. The 

Rev. A. G. Wood officiated. ………….. After the wedding ceremony, the party adjourned to the Hotel 

Mudgee, where the reception was held……. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st 

September 1939, p. 2) 

CAR RECOVERED. Yesterday morning, Dubbo police recovered a Cadillac sedan car, a 1937 model, which had 

been abandoned at the back of the cemetery. The car had been reported missing the previous day from the garage of 

the Hotel Mudgee. It is owned by Mr. R. G. Todman, of Edgecliffe. (The Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Saturday, 

30th September 1939, p. 2) 

WEDDING. Head – Dunn. ST. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Mudgee, was chosen for the wedding of Mr. Harry 

Head and Miss Marjorie Christine Dunn, and the officiating clergyman was the Rev. A. G. Wood. 

The bride, who is the second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ewen M. Dunn, of “Maxwellton,” Mudgee, was given away 

by her father. ……………The reception was held at the Hotel Mudgee ……… (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 2nd November 1939, p. 2) 

Reception to Bowlers. THE bowlers from the N.S.W. Association, headed by President Pidgeon, were accorded a 

reception at the Hotel Mudgee this morning by Mr. .J. C. Swords (president), Ald. R. A. Roth (deputy-mayor), and 

Mr. B. Swindlehurst (town clerk). This afternoon a pleasant social game is being played on the green, five rinks being 

in action. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 6th November 1939, p. 4) 

STEALING CHARGES. Committed for Trial. AT the Mudgee Police Court this morning, before Mr. Pickup, P.M., 

Jack McGregor and Harold Bryant Connolly were charged with breaking and entering the home of Mr. J. K. Kellett, 

Mudgee, on the night of September 28 and stealing clothing, jewellery, etc, to the value of £135.  

After hearing evidence by Detective Burke (Dubbo), Sergt. Barry, Sergt. Fumer, Miss Yates, and Mr. M. H. Kellett, 

the P.M. committed defendants for trial, bail being allowed, self in £80, with one surety of £80, or two in £40.  

The same accused were charged with illegally using a car, which was taken from the garage of the Hotel Mudgee. 

McGregor, who had a formidable list of previous convictions, was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, while 

Connolly was awarded three months. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 6th November 1939, 

p. 4) 

FINAL LEAVE. Mudgee Members of 2nd A.I.F. Mayoral Function Before They Left. THE expiration of the 

final leave of local members of the Second A.I.F. could not be synchronised for all hands on account of the varying 

periods leave expired, but the Mayor of Mudgee (Ald. Roth) gathered together as many as possible at luncheon at the 

Hotel Mudgee on 28th December. 

A broadcast. invitation was given to the public to be present, and 41 sat down .to the table. There were seven members 

of the A.I.F. present. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th January 1940, p. 2) 

MR. Justice Boyce and Mrs. Boyce were entertained at a dinner party at the Hotel Mudgee on Monday night. They 

had been staying with their daughter and son-in- law, Mrs. and Mr. Dan Scott. Mr. Justice Boyce left for Sydney the 

same night. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 11th January 1940, p. 2) 
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Arthur Edward Moore (1876-1963) was a Queensland politician who was Premier of Queensland from 1929 to 1932. 

His conservative party could not withstand the pressures of the Great Depression and his government lost heavily at 

elections in 1932.  

MR. and Mrs. A. E. Moore passed through Mudgee on the way to Sydney last week, and during their short 

stay in Mudgee were the guests of Hotel Mudgee. Mr. Moore was a former Premier of Queensland. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 18th January 1940, p. 2) 

 
Fig. 39  Arthur Edward Moore 

 

WHILE visiting the district, Mr. Frank Loneragan is accompanied by his two sons. They have been staying at Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th January 1940, p. 2) 

MR. C. Pickup, P.M., who has been staying at the Hotel Mudgee, left for Gulgong yesterday to preside at the 

Gulgong Police Court. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th February 1940, p. 2) 

The Mudgee Guardian certainly gave the Hotel Mudgee management and staff more than adequate praise when it felt 

credit was due:  

HOTEL MUDGEE – Unsurpassed in Country N.S.W. IT is a rare hotel that possesses a personality, that 

welcoming air that bids a traveller good cheer and brings to him a contentment that rivals the atmosphere of 

his own home. Most country hotels are places to eat, sleep and drink in –  unfriendly, cold and uninviting. 

The above, however, does not apply to the Hotel Mudgee, which, under the popular and capable control of 

Mr. and Mrs. Warneminde and their daughter and son- in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Clarrie Scully, offers something 

more than mere bought and paid for service. It is because the Hotel Mudgee is less of a business than a home, 

that the travelling public choose it in preference to all others. The Hotel Mudgee is, without doubt the leading 

hotel of this town, yet its tariff is most reasonable for a high-class hostelry. In this hotel the house is not 

subservient of the bar. Both sections are conducted with an equal amount of personal attention, and local 

residents, as well as visitors, find a hearty welcome within its portals. A feature of the hotel is the rooms, which 

are airy and spacious and all equipped with hot and cold water – a number even possessing private bathrooms. 

The special cocktail bar can only be described as de-luxe, and is equal to anything in the city. 

The business was founded in 1928 by Messrs. Warneminde and Scully. ‘Pop’ Warneminde held the licence till 

about 1937, and then with his partner temporarily retired from the hotel trade. They, however, again took over 

the hotel in 1939. With his son-in-law, who is business manager, ‘Pop’ continues to hold this splendid licence. 

Both Mrs. Warneminde and Mrs. Scully play a very vital part in the conduct of the hotel, and have done much 

in building up the general goodwill of the establishment. The name of Mrs Scully is known far and wide as that 

of a very charming hostess. 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

60 
 

Nothing has done more to make Mudgee widely known than this hotel. Wherever the question is asked, 

“Which is the best country hotel?” the answer invariably is, “Warneminde’s at Mudgee.” From the furthermost 

corner of New South Wales to the remote parts of Victoria and Queensland people talk of this famous hostelry. 

Mudgee possesses many beautiful district drives, and also sporting facilities for the tourist, and these can be all 

the better appreciated when such a comfortable hotel is available for tourists. Both the proprietors are keen 

sportsmen. While ‘Pop’ is always on the look out for visiting bowlers to entertain, Clarrie Scully keeps his eyes 

peeled for golfers and tennis players. Any sporting enthusiast visiting Mudgee is invited to look the partners 

up, and will be assured of a pleasant time. Mr. Scully is a keen racing enthusiast, being closely related to Jack 

Scully, the well-known owner-trainer. Mr. Warneminde and Mr. Scully also own the well-known property, 

“Glen Heather,” which is under the management of the latter. A recent description of this property was that 

in a few years it had been converted from a wilderness into a paradise. In effecting this, the partners have 

contributed further to the progress of the district to which they are so loyal. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 29th February 1940, p. 12) 

JUDGE Shortland presided at the Mudgee Quarter Sessions this week. He was accompanied to the town by his wife. 

Both are old Mudgeeites. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 

2nd May 1940, p. 2) 

TO Mudgee from Barraba at the weekend came Mr. Capel and Mr. Richardson. They visited the district to see the 

Havilah stud stock, and stopped at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 2nd 

May 1940, p. 2) 

Harold Cox was a younger son of the late Alexander Hassall Cox and Agnes, nee Dickson, of Oakfield, Mudgee.  

Ultimately his two stepdaughters, Ruth Spurgeon and Winifred Macarthur-Onslow inherited Oakfield which they 

retained until the 1965 when the property was sold to Edgell’s. 

MR. and Mrs. H. Cox, of Wollongong, are at the moment staying at the Hotel Mudgee. Mr. Cox is a brother 

of the late Mr. A. I. Cox, of “Oakfield.” They have been spending a few days in Mudgee and will be leaving 

to-day. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 20th June 1940, p. 2) 

WEDDING. Hall – Cox. ON June 15th a quiet wedding took place at St. John’s Church, Mudgee, between Frederick 

Vernon Hall, eldest son of Mr. Frederick Hall, and the late Mrs. Hall, of Marsden Park, Tamworth, and Margaret, 

youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Cox, of Cullenbone, Mudgee. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. A. 

G. Powell………. After the ceremony a reception was held at the Hotel Mudgee……… (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 24th June 1940, p. 3) 

MR. A. Muuga visited Mudgee during the week end. He was warmly welcomed by many friends. He stayed for the 

week end at the Hotel Mudgee, and has now returned to Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 25th July 1940, p. 2) 

MR. SHERIDAN, Police Magistrate of Sydney, and who is relieving Mr. Pickup, was in Mudgee at the beginning 

of the week. He stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th September 

1940, p. 2) 

Cecil Loneragan was the youngest child of James Loneragan and a brother of Ted Loneragan: 

REV. FATHER LONERAGAN is at present paying a visit to Mudgee where he is well known. He is staying 

at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 26th September 1940, p. 2) 

WEDDING. Todman – Dunn. A WEDDING of much local interest was celebrated at St. John’s Church of 

England, Mudgee, on Saturday last at 7 p.m. The contracting parties were Miss Enid Mary (Mollie) Dunn, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. N. Dunn, of Lochiel, Mudgee, and Grahame Reginald Todman, eldest son of Mr. R. G. and Mrs. E. 

M. Todman, of Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff. …… The reception was held at the Hotel Mudgee……… The future home 

of the happy couple will be “Wallinga,” Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th 

October 1940, p. 8) 

JUDGE PERDRIAU, Dr. Reid. and Mr. Heathcote, of the Workmen’s Compensation Court, passed through 

Mudgee this week en route for Coonabarabran. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 21st November 1940, p. 2) 
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John Kingsborough Kellett was the second son of pioneer Mudgee merchant William Kellett. He die din 1942, while 

his wife, Annie, lived on until 1956: 

IN order to celebrate their golden wedding, Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Kellett, of Court street, entertained the 

members of their family and friends at the Hotel Mudgee on Tuesday evening last. A very happy time was 

spent and the hope was expressed that the worthy old couple would long be spared to spread their benevolent 

spirit amongst the people of the district. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th 

November 1940, p. 2) 

AIR MARSHALL WILLIAMS and Mr. Knox, officers in charge of the Air Force and Construction in Australia, 

visited Mudgee last Saturday morning and were received at the Town Hall by the mayor, Ald. R. A. Roth, and later 

entertained at luncheon at the Hotel Mudgee. During the afternoon a visit was made to the aerodrome and surrounding 

locality for final inspection in company with Mr. B. Swindlehurst (town clerk), Mr. C. James (shire clerk) and Mr. A. 

W. Mattick (shire engineer). (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 9th December 1940, p. 2) 

WITH Ald. Griffin, mayor of Bathurst, when he visited Mudgee last week-end was Mr. Drysdale. They stayed at the 

Hotel Mudgee. MR. J. WEIR, Inspector of the Department of Labor and Industry, spent a few days in Mudgee 

this week. He was staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 12th 

December 1940, p. 2) 

The Warnemindes and the Scullys are retiring again from the Hotel Mudgee to their Mudgee property. Once again 

Arthur Muuga returns to take up the reins: 

MR. AND MRS. A. C. SCULLY and Mr. and Mrs. H. Warneminde, who have been conducting the affairs of 

the Hotel Mudgee, will be leaving there at the end of the month and returning to their residence at 

‘Glenheather,’ out near Avisford. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 9th January 1941, 

p. 2) 

BACK TO ‘GLEN HEATHER’. MESSRS. H. O. S. Warneminde and A. C. Scully, who have managed the 

Hotel Mudgee for the past two years, to-day took up their residence at ‘Glen Heather,’ Avisford. Both ‘Warnie’ 

and Clarrie proved popular with patrons at the hotel, and their departure will be regretted by many. The Hotel 

Mudgee, in future, will be managed by Mr. Arthur Muuga. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 17th February 1941, p. 2) 

At the card party held at the Hotel Mudgee last week, the local mannequins did exceedingly well. Miss Lois Dunn 

looked demure and charming in an Alice blue net frock over a taffeta slip, worn with a white hair cape. Very stately 

in a formal evening gown of black was Mrs. B. G. Lester. With the frock was worn a set of beautiful sliver fox furs. 

The other frocks were delightful, being splendidly shown by Misses Margaret Marsh, B. Campbell, B. Knight, O. 

Webster and Edna Haeas. Each looked exquisite and carried herself gracefully. Mr. Charles Wilton, with Mrs. Taylor 

and Mr. R. Martin, made the proceedings gay with bright music. Miss Lil Stapleton was directionaire. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 6th March 1941, p. 3) 

Billy Kurtz was well-known in Mudgee as a great horseman His daughter, Neena, married Arthur Muuga in Sydney in 

1940: 

MR. ‘BILLY’ KURTZ is in town at the moment visiting his daughter, Mrs. Muuga. He will probably be here 

over the show. Mr. Kurtz is well known in Mudgee and district. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 6th March 1941, p. 5) 

Edmund Resch junior was a son of the founder of Resch’s brewery in Sydney. He lived in considerable style at The 

Swifts, a grand castellated mansion in Darling Point, Sydney. When he died in 1963, he left an estate valued at £6.5 

million, the largest estate ever lodged for probate in Australia at that time. He left the bulk of his estate and The Swifts 

to the Catholic Church, although not a Catholic, and for a while The Swifts became the residence of the Catholic 

Archbishop of Sydney. The Swifts has long been owned by members of the Moran family of Moran nursing homes” 

PAUSING while passing through Mudgee, Mr. and Mrs. Resch spent the night at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 6th March 1941, p. 5) 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

62 
 

 
Fig. 40  Edmund Resch junior 

 

On Monday night last, prior to his departure by train after his final leave, Lieut. Dick Cox was entertained at a private 

dinner party at the Hotel Mudgee. Also present were his parents (Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt Cox), his brother (Tom Cox). 

his sister and her husband (Mr. and Mrs. Thompson), and Mrs. Crossing and Mrs. de Kantzow who gave the dinner. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 20th March 1941, p. 7) 

A MEETING of the Mudgee branch of the Sheepbreeders’ Association was held at the Hotel Mudgee on Friday 

afternoon when some important alterations were recommended for the next show. The importance of the wool and 

sheep classes of the Technical College was the subject of an address by Mr. Scruse, the Instructor…… (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th April 1941, p. 11) 

A large party of Pioneer Tourists visited Mudgee during Easter. They stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. All hope they 

thoroughly enjoyed their stay, and will pay another visit shortly. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 17th April 1941, p. 3) 

THE tennis champions Messrs. J. Bromwich, J. Gilchrist, W. Sidwell and R. Barnes visited Mudgee at the 

week-end, but were unable to play owing to the rain. They left on Sunday for Muswellbrook. While in Mudgee they 

stayed at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 29th May 1941, p. 2) 

Mr. Prince, inspector of the Rural Bank, left the other day after being here for some short while. He stayed at the 

Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th June 1941, p. 3) 

Sir Philip Goldfinch (1884-1953) was a prominent businessman and politician, much associated with the m 

management of C.S.R. He descended from early New South Wales Governor King through his mother, while his wife  

descended from Sir Charles Cowper, an early colonial politician and Premier of New South Wales. His organisational; 

expertise was called upon to supervise munitions production during WWII. He was knighted in 1934: 

SIR PHILLIP GOLDFINCH, with munitions officers Messrs. Stewart Thomas, Nevell and White, visited Mudgee 

during last week. They were guests at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 14th August 1941, p. 2) 

MR. JUSTICE ROPER, Supreme Court judge, with his associate, Mr. Killalea, visited Mudgee for a few days this 

week. They were guests at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 18th 

September 1941, p. 2) 

MR. HARRIS was in Mudgee at the beginning of the week. He is relieving Mr. Pickup, P.M., and stayed at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 9th October 1941, p. 2) 

CAPTAIN THOMAS and Lieuts. Randerson, Lee and Glen stayed at the Hotel Mudgee during the visit of the 

military convoy to Mudgee last week-end. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 6th November 

1941, p. 2) 
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An extraordinary event: 

HORSE RIDDEN UP HOTEL STEPS. AN exciting interlude occurred on Friday last when a man rode a 

horse up the steps of the Hotel Mudgee. The animal fell and the man was pinned for a time, but struggled free. 

An argument then ensued, and eventually the police had to be called to restore order. A large crowd gathered. 

but quickly dispersed when the police arrived. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 22nd 

December 1941, p. 4) 

Again, the Hotel Mudgee is showing initiative in providing a facility that would have been unheard of at an Australian  

hotel at the time, and especially during wartime: 

HOTEL SWIMMING POOL. THE directors of the Hotel Mudgee have decided to go on with the project 

of providing a swimming pool for their guests, and the work of excavation on the Mortimer Street side of the 

hotel has already commenced. Water will be provided by their own wells. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 15th January 1942, p. 4) 

WANTED. WAITRESS and Housemaid Waitress. Apply Hotel Mudgee. Phone 77. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 19th January 1942, p. 2) 

MRS. ORDISH. wife of Captain F. H. Ordish, A.I.F., who is at present in Germany, has arrived from Sydney and is 

staying at the Hotel Mudgee. She is accompanied by her small son, Anthony. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 29th January 1942, p. 2) 

Peculiarly, there is no newspaper reporting of the establishment of the air spotter’s post, nor of its location, in the 

Mudgee Guardian. It has not been established by whom it was constructed, nor exactly when. The first relevant report 

was the appointment of a ‘chief air observer’:  

MR. A. W. MATTICK (Cudgegong Shire Engineer) has consented to act as chief air observer at the Air 

Spotters’ Post to be established at Mudgee. A better man could not possibly be appointed to the position. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Sunday, 1st February 1942, p. 2) 

The observation tower was evidently soon in place, and remained in situ until the hotel’s demolition in 1965. The 

daughter of the last licensee, Ron Jones, secretly turned it into a cubby house: 

 
Fig. 41  The air spotters’ post atop the Hotel Mudgee (1940s) 

 

One wonders where the ‘unsightly’ fence was and what the outcome of an investigation was: 

THAT RUSTIC FENCE. Ald. Cox: Who is responsible for unsightly fences in the town? If it is our building 

inspector has he seen the Hotel Mudgee fence? 

Ald. Huxley: It looks like a horse yard. Has permission been given to erect it? 

Ald. Mulley: It is an extraordinary erection. Perhaps it is only temporary! 
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The Mayor: It will be investigated. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th February 

1942, p. 8) 

After the beginning of the Pacific war with the bombing of Pearl Harbour in Hawaii in December 1941 and the 

invasion of Singapore by the Japanese in February 1942, many people fled Sydney for the relative safety of Mudgee. 

Accommodation would soon become unobtainable in the town, and especially after the attack on Sydney harbour by 

Japanese submarines on 29th May 1942: 

FROM the city and staying in Mudgee for the duration are Mrs. C. A. Davis and her daughter. Miss Netta 

Davis. They are staying at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 2nd 

March 1942, p. 2) 

EVACUEE RUSH. Mudgee Favored Town. A COUPLE of months ago there were about 45 empty houses 

in Mudgee, made vacant by enlistments and the drift to the city and other country towns of war and munition 

workers, but today there are none, and another twenty or thirty houses could be let if available.  

This has been brought about by the influx of people evacuating from the vulnerable areas, principally from 

Sydney and Newcastle, while there are a few from the Queensland coastal areas. Whilst every available house 

has been rented, some residents are accommodating two and three families and old houses are being renovated 

fit for tenancy.  

The town clerk (Mr. B. Swindlehurst) is receiving shoals of letters and telegrams and many telephone calls 

from people making inquiries about accommodation. 

Nearly every train into Mudgee brings new evacuees. Practically every one of the twelve hotels in Mudgee is 

booked out. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th March 1942, p. 17) 

Hotel Mudgee proprietor, A. Muuga, informs me that a general plan, including planting of poplars, pines and gardens, 

has been adopted for the hotel premises; such scheme to include treatment of the wood fencing erected on Mortimer 

Street frontage, and the resultant job should be entirely to council’s satisfaction. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 5th March 1942, p. 12) 

The following article is the first indication that an air observation post exists in Mudgee. The American naval base at 

Pearl Harbour in Hawaii was attacked on 7th December 1941, which had a significant impact on Australia, bringing 

WWII to its doorstep in the Pacific. Arthur Muuga, mentioned as the ‘area commandant’, was also the manager and 

licensee of the Hotel Mudgee and no doubt offered the Hotel as a site for the observation tower which must have 

been built some time in early 1942; the tower remained in situ until demolition of the Hotel Mudgee in 1965. The 

article suggests that the Hotel Mudgee owners may have paid for the construction of the tower: 

FREE LIGHT. The area commandant (Mr. Muuga) requested council to supply free light and heating to the 

air observers’ post, erected free of cost to council. 

Ald. Mulley said council should be guided by what other councils had done in this regard, in making their 

decision. 

Aldermen Bensley and Cooks moved that council supply the electricity, but that, if it were found that other 

councils made a charge, then Mudgee Council do likewise. 

The mayor remarked that air observing was a voluntary service, and that he could see no objection to electricity 

being supplied free…. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd April 1942, p. 8) 

A few weeks later, further air spotters are being sought: 

 

MORE SPOTTERS WANTED. 

Air Observation Post 

Manned Day and Night 

 

ADDITIONAL spotters are required for the air observation post at Mudgee, established under the direction 

of the R.A.A.F. 

Those wishing to volunteer are requested to apply to the secretary, Mr. A. W. G. Mattick, Cudgegong shire 

engineer. 
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Men and women of British nationality with normal eyesight and hearing are eligible.  

The post is manned 24 hours every day, women working three hour shifts from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and the men 

four-hour shifts from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m., two men taking turns on the 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift, j 

The more spotters there are the less arduous the work will be on any particular person. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 4th May 1942, p. 6) 

In early 1942 there were several articles in the Mudgee Guardian about reduced trading hours from 10am to 6pm, no 

trading on Sundays, and reduced stocks of beer being available. Many pubs were running short on supplies of beer. 

WANTED. TWO Waitresses. Apply Manager, Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 14th May 1942, p. 5) 

FLYING OFFICER CHESTERFIELD and Flight Lieut. Eric Colman were in Mudgee this week. They were 

guests at the Hotel Mudgee. Flight-Lieut. Colman, former announcer with radio station 2CA, Canberra, is a brother 

of well-known film star Ronald Colman. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st May 1942, p. 

2) 

WANTED. GIRL for bath rooms. Award wages. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 8th June 1942, p. 6) 

WANTED. LEADING Maid. Award wages. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 8th June 1942, p. 6) 

The Lithgow Small Arms Factory would eventually establish an outreach munitions factory in Mudgee, in premises 

where the PCYC is situated today in Market Street. Accommodation for workers was in short supply, and at this stage 

many large old houses in Mudgee, such as Bleak House in Lawson Street, were converted to flats 

MESSRS Roberts and Tinkcombe, of the Lithgow S.A.F., have been visiting Mudgee, where they were 

guests at the Hotel Mudgee. They are to return to Lithgow next Saturday night. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 11th June 1942, p. 2) 

Prof. Munieralli Shah. BACHELOR OF SCIENCE. Holder of Diploma. Bronchitis, Kidney and Liver 

Complaints, Stomach Disorders. All the above complaints treated with Pure Indian Herbs. Next visit: MUDGEE, at 

Hotel Mudgee, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and thereafter once a month. Consultations free. 

Correspondence to ‘Delhi,’ Marion Street, Randwick, Sydney. Phone FX3G55. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Saturday, 13th June 1942, p. 2) 

MRS. SANTOS and her two children. Sydney, are guests at the Hotel Mudgee. They will be staying indefinitely. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 18th June 1942, p. 2) 

Safety Of Hotel Guests. Mudgee Hotelkeepers Asked to Co-operate. MUDGEE hotelkeepers are to be 

approached by the N.E.S. organisation in Mudgee with a request that they enrol as wardens in order that they may 

keep records of the names of guests and of permanent employees. This information would be necessary in the event 

of a raid on Mudgee. 

At the meeting the chief warden (Mr. Gordon Madell) again brought before the wardens for their information matters 

concerning their duties. 

The chief advisory instructor (Mr. L. Whitehouse) delivered to wardens an address on general A.R.P. work and 

wardens’ duties. Mr. Whitehouse has a very wide knowledge of all matters pertaining to general A.R.P. and is 

thoroughly conversant with what is required to be carried out in the event of a raid. His address was most interesting 

and instructive to those present. 

A series of these lectures is to be given to wardens, one at each meeting, and it is the duty of all wardens to keep in 

mind the dates of meeting nights, 

The next meeting will be held tomorrow (Friday) night, June 26, at the Mechanics’ Institute, and the chief warden 

requests all wardens to be present, when a decision will then be made as to the future locale of the control centre. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th June 1942, p. 19) 
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Sir John Butters (1885-1969) was an English-born engineer who was sent out to Australia in 1909 by his employers, 

Siemens, and was involved in the establishment of hydro-electric schemes in Tasmania, and with the Commission for 

establishing Canberra as the administrative national capital. In many respects he is regarded as the founder of Canberra, 

and he was knighted for his work there in 1927. An imposing figure, but a modest man, he served on the board of 

General Motors Holden from its start in the 1930s until his death, as well as on numerous public and private boards.  

 
Fig. 42  Sir John Butters 

 

Sir John Butters visited Mudgee during the week and was a guest at the Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th July 1942, p. 2) 

A newspaper article raised the testy issue of electricity costs to voluntary organisations, listing the cost of £25 for two 

months’ electricity at the air observation post at the Hotel Mudgee. Some aldermen wished to see no charges, other 

wanted costs redeemed. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd July 1942, p. 18) 

WANTED. KITCHEN Maid. Apply Hotel Mudgee. Phone 77. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 27th July 1942, p. 2) 

WANTED. ONE Waitress and two Housemaids. Apply Hotel Mudgee. Phone 77. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 10th August 1942, p. 2) 

WANTED. HOUSEMAID, 45 years or over. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 7th December 1942, p. 2) 

In early June 1942 there was a mention of the issue of ration books, a fact of life which would continue even after the 

end of the war in the Pacific. 

There was subsequently a major gap in the Mudgee Guardian from December 1942 until September 1944 when no 

articles appear relating to the Hotel Mudgee. 

Somewhat prematurely, the air observation post atop the Hotel Mudgee was closed down in September 1944. 

Although the war in Europe had come to a conclusion, the Pacific War would rage well into 1945, so one could well 

wonder why the decision was made to deactivate the post: 

Air Observers’ Post. It is learned that the Mudgee air observation post in Church Street will be closed down 

next week. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st September 1944, p. 1) 

Boys and Girls in Blue. A contingent of high-ranking airmen and several members of the women’s branch 

of the service visited Mudgee this week to sort of bid farewell to the air observation post, which put up the 

official shutters on Monday morning. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 28th 

September 1944, p. 4) 

Many locals were involved in volunteer work at the air observation post. The late Edna Strike, nee Taylor, and a friend 

of the author of this study, briefly mentioned her experiences in They Made Their Own Way. A Collection of Reminiscences 

of Some Senior Mudgee and District Residents, Swords and Bassingthwaighte, 1998, p. 61: 
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Edna was a member of the Voluntary Air Observers Corps, which was detailed to spot aeroplanes from the 

lookout on the roof of the Hotel Mudgee. They also received telephone calls and plotted the course of aircraft 

flying over the area from a house on the corner of Church and Denison Streets. 

Mr. H. O. Warneminde, formerly of the Hotel Mudgee, and later of ‘Glen Heather,’ Avisford, who sold out and 

went to Sydney recently, has purchased the lease of Grantham Flats, 20 St. Neots Avenue, Potts Point, and has taken 

possession. In the management he will be assisted by his good wife and daughter (Mrs. Scully). Grantham is a lovely 

building overlooking the new dock. ‘Clarrie’ Scully, who is so well known to Mudgee folk, has a responsible position 

at the waterfront. Daughter Selma is getting on well with her shorthand, typing, etc., and won the honor medal of her 

class last month. Congratulations and good wishes to all these Mudgee folk. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 10th May 1945, p. 2) 

This article is interesting as it reveals that the concept of Windermere Dam had been around for a long time. The dam 

was not completed until the late 1970s, more than thirty years later: 

Important Conference. BIG MEETING IN MUDGEE. Delegates Impressed With Town. A most 

important conference was held in Mudgee on Saturday last, when the Mitchell Regional Committee dealt with 

many matters affecting the town and district. Water supply and irrigation, transport, and electricity projects 

were discussed at considerable length, and the result should be very beneficial…………… The visitors were 

entertained at lunch at the Hotel Mudgee and, after concluding the session, they were transported to Appletree 

Flat, where they made an inspection of the proposed dam site. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 31st May 1945, p. 2) 

Mrs. J. S. McGarry, late of Coonabarabran, intends, with her family, to take up residence in Mudgee with her mother, 

Mrs. M. McLean, of the Hotel Mudgee, at Bleak House, which, has been purchased by Mrs. McLean. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Monday, 16th July 1945, p. 2) 

The Hotel Mudgee was about to be sold: 

On 27th July 1945, just as the war in the Pacific was about to conclude, Brian Loneragan, company secretary 

and two fellows directors of the Hotel Mudgee Pty Ltd – his father John Edward Loneragan and his elder 

brother Edward Heaton (Tim) Loneragan, signed the sale agreement of the Hotel Mudgee to Earl Knowles, 

for £25,000. (OST 2038 544). Peculiarly, the transfer was not registered until 27th December 1947.  

WANTED. TWO experienced waitresses. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 3rd September 1945, p. 2) 

Wanted EXPERIENCED pantry maid. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 3rd September 1945, p. 2) 

Wanted. TWO experienced Waitresses. Wages £4. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 10th September 1945, p. 2) 

Wanted EXPERIENCED Pantry Maid. Wages £3/10/-. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 10th September 1945, p. 2) 

……. The club is appreciative of Mr. Earl Knowles, of the Hotel Mudgee, and a newcomer to the town, for his 

generous donation of £21 to our last race meeting on August 18, and which increased the prize money to £121, for 

the benefit of all owners and trainers competing at that meeting……… (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 24th September 1945, p. 6) 

Australian Country Party. Miss Audrey Turner is visiting Mudgee for the purpose of forming a women’s branch of 

the Country Party. A meeting for women will be held at the Mechanics’ Institute on Friday at 2.30 p.m. Guest speaker 

will be Mr. Jack Treloar,  of Tamworth, the party’s endorsed candidate for Gwydir. Miss Turner is staying at the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 8th October 1945, p. 7) 

…… Mr. Earl Knowles, of the Hotel Mudgee has donated £5 to the jockey riding the most winners, so that all 

folk interested in exciting sport will be well catered for…… (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 

18th October 1945, p. 4) 

Betty Langton was a daughter of Eva Langton, nee Loneragan, of Putta Bucca House, a daughter of James Loneragan. 
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Mudgee is expecting an influx of Sydney visitors for Betty Langton’s wedding next Saturday to P/O Jack 

Braham, of Bathurst – Hotel Mudgee is booked out. (The Sun, NSW, Sunday, 25th November 1945, p. 12) 

Henry, Duke of Gloucester (1900-1974), third son of King George V and Queen Mary, was Governor-General of 

Australia from 1945 to 1947. In 1946 the Gloucesters came to Mudgee to open the show. It was the first royal visit to 

Mudgee. Geoff and Lois Cox of Burrundulla, Mudgee, were hosts to the Gloucesters at Burrundulla.  

 

 
Fig. 43  Geoff Cox, 2nd from left, Duke of Gloucester, centre, Duchess of Gloucester, 2nd from right 

 

 
Fig. 44  The royal Rolls Royce at the showground, with the old pavilion in the background 

 

Visit of the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester. Official Programme. The official party will be met at the 

Hotel Mudgee and will proceed to the Showground, arriving in the centre of the ring at 12.30 p.m. …… At 
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4.15 p.m. the Royal party will leave the Showground. They will, be driven from the luncheon marquee into the 

centre of the ring and will take their departure from there. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 4th March 1946, p. 8) 

…….. Mr. Earl Knowles, of the Hotel Mudgee, has generously donated £5 to the jockey riding the most winners, 

and £5/5/- to the trainer of the most winners………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 7th 

February 1946, p. 4) 

Herman Warneminde, a significant character in the life of the Hotel Mudgee and its development, passed away in 

1946: 

Death of Mr Warneminde. Mudgee was deeply grieved this morning when news was received of the death 

of Mr. Warneminde in Sydney. Deceased controlled the Hotel Mudgee for a lengthy period, and later acquired 

a grazing property in the Avisford district. He was a fine, upright citizen, and enjoyed the respect of everyone 

in the community. Further details will appear in Monday’s issue. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 16th May 1946, p. 4) 

DEATH. Mr. H. Warneminde. As briefly reported in Thursday’s issue. Mr. H. Warneminde passed away in 

Sydney last week, aged 76 years. He had be in ailing for some little time, and his death was not unexpected. 

Deceased came to this country from Denmark when quite young, and spent many years in Queens- land, where 

he followed the occupation of a saddle and harness maker. Coming to this State at a later date, he conducted 

an up- to-date hotel at Coolah, and soon became well-known throughout the district. When the Hotel Mudgee 

was constructed he took over the licence, and quickly established himself as a warm favourite with all classes 

of the community. 

Deceased was prominent in local affairs, and generously supported every worth-while cause. In due course he 

became interested in pastoral affairs and, with his son-in-law (Mr. C. Scully) acquired ‘Glen Heather’ in the 

Avisford district. After a period on the land, the property was disposed of and, following a spell in town, the 

family took up residence in Sydney. 

Keenly interested in all manly sports, it was bowls, perhaps, that claimed most of the late Mr. Warneminde’s 

attention, and he was among the most popular members of the local club. 

Altogether, deceased was a fine, loyal character, and his good deeds will be remembered for very many years 

to come. He was not ostentatious in the performance of charitable acts, and only those who shared in his 

bounty were aware of his great goodness of heart. 

He is survived by a sorrowing widow and two daughter, Mesdames C. Scully and T. Spring, and to the sorely 

bereaved ones the sympathy of the whole district will be extended. 

The funeral took place on Friday last, and the impressive Masonic service was performed by V. W. Brother D. 

H. Spring, who made a special trip to Sydney for the purpose. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 20th May 1946, p. 2) 

Wanted. EXPERIENCED HOUSE MAID. Wages £4 a week. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 13th June 1946, p. 7) 

Railwaymen Celebrate. BANQUET AT HOTEL MUDGEE. A Great Gathering. The Mudgee Railway and 

Tramway Institute Social Committee threw a party at the Hotel Mudgee on Thursday evening last, and it was one of 

the brightest and happiest gatherings of the year. The celebrations took the form of a banquet, followed by a splendidly 

selected toast list, and inspiring vocal and musical items. The presence of many charming ladies added color to these 

festivities, and it is perfectly safe to say that everyone spent a delightful time……. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 25th November 1946, p. 6) 

Arthur Muuga and the Hotel Mudgee evidently parted ways once Earle Knowles took over: 

It is reported that Mr. Arthur Munga (sic, Muuga) formerly manager of the Hotel Mudgee, is now in charge 

of a big Tasmanian hotel. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 20th February 1947, p. 2) 
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Australian Legion. A meeting of the Mudgee branch of the Legion of Ex-servicemen and women will be held at the 

Hotel Mudgee to-morrow (Tuesday) night. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 24th February 

1947, p. 3) 

Earle Knowles soon had some of his employees at the Hotel Mudgee offside: 

At the Mudgee Police Court on Monday, before Mr. Hart, P:M., John Joseph Hutchinson, a former chef at the 

Hotel Mudgee, claimed £152/2/5 from Earle W. Knowles, alleged to be due for overtime and annual holiday 

pay. 

After hearing evidence by claimant and supporting witnesses, the P.M. suggested that the parties confer with 

a view to arriving at a settlement. He granted a .short adjournment for this purpose. Upon the court resuming, 

it was announced by Mr. J. Hill, for Knowles, that there appeared to be no possibility of an amicable settlement, 

whereupon the P.M. adjourned the further hearing till the next court sitting on April 21. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 6th March 1947, p. 3) 

At the Mudgee Police Court on Monday, John Joseph Hutchinson, chef, proceeded against Earle William 

Knowles, of the Hotel Mudgee. claiming £152/2/5. alleged to be due for overtime and holiday pay. Mr. J. Hill, 

who appeared for defendant, applied for an adjournment, which was refused. A verdict for £46/16/- was 

returned for Hutchinson, whereupon Mr. Hill gave notice of appeal. Mary Ellen Hutchinson, assistant cook, 

claimed £30/18/l from Knowles, which was due, she alleged, for overtime and holiday pay. The case was 

adjourned until next court sitting. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th April 1947, 

p. 4) 

Polo enjoyed a revival in Mudgee after WWII before falling by the wayside in the mid-1950s: 

Women’s News. Mudgee Crowded For Carnival. From Our Special Correspondent. Mudgee, Monday. – 

Mudgee and District Polo Carnival ended yesterday afternoon with a colorful presentation of cups to the 

winning teams. 

All hotels were booked out, and many Mudgee people accommodated friends who stayed over the weekend 

for the three-day carnival. 

Between chukkas, lineswomen Pam Single, Noreen Moore, and wives of the players and girlfriends were busy 

with oranges and drinks of water for the men. 

Among helpers were Mesdames Tom and Dougall Bray, T. Cahill, Jack Austin, Hector King, Miss Rosemary 

Bedkober and Mrs. Ron Suttor, 

Dr. and Mrs. Barry Cameron entertained Mrs. Cameron’s mother, Mrs. Frank Stuart, of Darling Point. 

Country visitors at yesterday’s play were Mrs. Colin Simpson, from Howes Hill, Gunnedah, who pinned a 

bunch of red chillies on her grey flannel suit. 

A frock of light weight cherry wool, was worn by Mrs. Jack Cadell, of Merrigula, Tambar Springs. 

Mrs. Paul Martin, of Rotherwood, Cassilis, wore an English tweed mustard colored suit. 

At the colorful presentation ceremony in front of the goal posts after the matches finished yesterday, Mrs. 

Keith Single, wife of the president of the Mudgee Polo Club, presented the cup to the captain of the winning 

Mudgee and District polo-crosse team, her daughter Pam. Mrs, Single also presented the polo cup to the 

captain of the Forbes team, who promptly filled it with champagne and offered it first to Mrs. C. Austin, 

mother of Jack and Larry Austin, from the runners-up, the Greenpoint team. 

The Wyatt Cox memorial cup, won by the Wellington polo team, was presented by Mrs. Cox, widow of Mr. 

Wyatt Cox. 

Miss Honor Bowman, of Merrotherie, Birriwa. and David Loneragan, of Mudgee, entertained players at a 

cocktail party at the Hotel Mudgee yesterday evening. 

Noreen Moore, of the Ingleburn women’s polocrosse team, celebrated her birthday on Saturday night at the 

cocktail party given by the Mudgee Polo Club. (The Sun, NSW, Monday, 23rd June 1947, p. 8) 
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A transfer of the licence for the Hotel Mudgee occurred in 1947, as a result of the sale of the hotel to Mr. Charles and 

Mrs. Royda Davison: 

Hotel Licences Transferred. At a special Licensing Court at Mudgee to-day, presided over by Mr. V. Wells, 

of the metropolitan bench, the following hotel licences were transferred: Hotel Mudgee from Mr. E. Knowles 

to Mr. J. Gardiner, late of the Farmers’ Arms Hotel, Bathurst; ……………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 26th June 1947, p. 2) 

Mr. J. Gardiner, who has taken over the licence of the Hotel Mudgee, comes from Bathurst, where he 

conducted the Farmers’ Arms Hotel. His wife will assist in the conduct of the house. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Monday, 30th June 1947, p. 2) 

………. TRANSFERS. Mr. J. Gardiner, formerly of the Farmers’ Arms Hotel, Bathurst, applied for the 

transfer of the licence of the Mudgee Hotel from Mr. E. Knowles to himself. 

Applicant stated that he would act in a managerial capacity for Mrs. Davidson (sic), who had acquired the 

freehold of the property. 

There being no police objection, the transfer was granted, also the renewal of the licence………… (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 30th June 1947, p. 7) 

HOTEL MUDGEE SOLD. Mr. Chas. Davison New Proprietor. Mr. E. W. Knowles, who has conducted 

the ‘Hotel Mudgee’ for the past two years, has now disposed of the freehold, etc., of this well-known hotel to 

Mr. Chas. Davison, who has had considerable experience in the conduct of country hotel businesses. 

Although Mr. Davison has other hotel interests in New South Wales, he and Mrs. Davison intend making their 

home in Mudgee and the public of the town and district can rest assured that ‘the Mudgee’ will be efficiently 

conducted by its new owners.  

The Hotel Mudgee is extensively known as one of the finest and best-equipped hotels in the country, and has 

proved a great asset in bringing this town and district to the fore front as a place of call for tourists and the 

travelling public. The sale of the hotel was effected by Messrs. O. L. Milling and Co., of Mudgee. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 30th June 1947, p. 5) 

Earle Knowles’ legal battle with the Hutchinsons continues: 

Industrial Court. At the Industrial Court, Mudgee, on Monday last, Mrs. M. E. Hutchinson sued Mr. E. W. 

Knowles, formerly of the Hotel Mudgee, for £33, which she claimed was due for wages and overtime while in 

his employ. After evidence had been taken, Mr. Halt, S.M., returned a verdict for £1/15/4, with court costs, 

witnesses’ expenses and professional costs. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 21st 

August 1947, p. 4) 

Earle Knowles was in further hot water with a contractor who took him to court: 

DISTRICT COURT. Claim For Work Done. Verdict For Plaintiff. The District Court sittings were 

resumed on Wednesday morning, when, before Judge Shortland, William John Fuller, building contractor, 

Dubbo, claimed £67/6/9 from Earle William Knowles, former licenses of the Hotel Mudgee. 

The following jury was empanelled: S. Birtles, H. Milton, W. Paine and R. Kellett. Mr. Loxton, by Mr. G. 

Spring, outlined the case for the plaintiff. He said that the contractor had tendered to carry out the construction 

of a convenience and cool room at the Hotel Mudgee, and that, while the work was in progress, certain 

alterations had been made in the specifications, entailing extra expense. 

His client, Mr. Loxton said, had been advised by Knowles to make the necessary alterations, but when the job 

had been completed and ac- count rendered, the defendant claimed that all the work done was included in the 

original tender, and that he was, therefore, not indebted for the extra amount claimed. 

Fuller, in his evidence, gave the details as outlined by counsel. The extra work had been done, he said, with full 

consent of Knowles who had not questioned the account until a later date. 

Earle William Knowles denied the statement that he had agreed to any additional charges for the work and 

contended that he was only committed to pay the amount provided for in the original lenders. 
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He had not received approval of council for the construction of the cool room. 

Byron Swindlehurst, the town clerk, gave evidence that no application had been lodged for the construction 

of the cool room. 

Mr. Taylor (by Mr. J. Hill), who appeared for the defence, asked the judge to rule that the erection of the cool 

room, having been carried out without council sanction, was illegal. 

The judge refused the application, holding that the work was not of such a structural character that it required 

the sanction of council. 

Fuller, recalled, stated that Knowles had informed him that he had received the necessary authority. 

The jury, after a brief retirement, returned with a verdict for plaintiff for £61/8/3. 

At the request of Mr. Taylor, a stay of proceedings was granted. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 1st September 1947, p. 12) 

The N.S.W. junior hockey team played Mudgee at Menah on Tuesday afternoon, and a spectacular game resulted 

in a victory for the visitors by three goals to two. The tourists were entertained at dinner at the Hotel Mudgee after 

the match, and a highly enjoyable time was spent. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 11th 

September 1947, p. 2) 

Mudgee C.WA Building Fund Appeal. A Dress Parade and Cabaret Dance will be held in the Hotel Mudgee on 

Wednesday night next, and promises to be a great success. …….. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 15th September 1947, p. 3) 

The following advertisement is somewhat perplexing, considering that a sale had already been advertised: 

FOR AUCTION SALE 

Under instructions from the Mortgagees 

The Hotel Mudgee 

FREEHOLD 

AT THE TOWN HALL, MUDGEE 

On 

Tuesday, 21st October 

AT 11 A.M. 

Further particulars will appear in later issues of this paper. 

MARA BROS. 

Licensed Auctioneers, 

MUDGEE 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th October 1947, p. 4) 

 

FOR AUCTION SALE 

The Hotel Mudgee 

FREEHOLD 

Sale postponed to a date to be announced later. 

MARA BROS. 

Licensed Auctioneers 

MUDGEE 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th October 1947, p. 6) 

 

In December 1947 Earl Knowles took out a mortgage for £25,000 with MLC Ltd which was discharged soon 

afterwards in March 1948. In February 1948 Earl Knowles sold the Hotel Mudgee to Walter Henry Burt Whitmarsh 

of Sydney, listed variously as a milk bar and hotel proprietor, for £36,000 (OST 2046 543).  

 

In January 1948 Walter Whitmarsh and two others – Royda Floretta and Charles Davison – had taken out a mortgage 

for £25,000 with MLC Ltd. Walter Whitmarsh was the father of Royda Floretta Davison. In 1950 he would gift her 

all the contents of the Hotel Mudgee, a massive inventory of which was included in the Old System Miscellaneous 
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Register Document No. 39380, provided she indemnify him against the payment of the mortgage. (see Appendix 

1 for the full listing of contents) 

 

Hotel Transfers. At the Mudgee Licensing Court on Monday last, before Mr. Stonham, S.M., the following transfers 

were granted: Hotel Mudgee, from Alfred Henry Martin to Herbert Ernest Patterson; …………. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th February 1948, p. 4) 

 

A number of vacancies on the staff may have had something to do with the change of management: 

 

WANTED LAUNDRESS AND WAITRESS. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 11th March 1948, p. 20) 

 

WANTED. HOUSEMAlDS and Waitresses. Apply, Mrs. Patterson, HOTEL MUDGEE. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 1st April 1948, p. 5) 

 

WANTED. PANTRY Maids and Waitresses. Apply Mrs. Pattinson. Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th April 1948, p. 5) 

 

WANTED. KlTCHEN HAND, relieve Cook; also WAITRESS. Good wages and conditions. Apply Mrs. 

PATTINSON, Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 29th April 1948, p. 

5) 

 

Mr. G. A. Gentle. The death occurred in the Mudgee Hospital on Wednesday night of Mr. George Arthur Gentle, 

aged 79 years. Deceased, who was a member of one of Mudgee’s oldest families, resided in the district practically all 

his life, and was widely known and highly respected. For a considerable period he followed farming pursuits, and later 

took over the licence of the old Miner’s Arms Hotel, which occupied part of the site on which the Hotel Mudgee now 

stands. He remained in occupation for many years, and the hostelry was noted for its cleanliness and comfort. Being 

of a sporting turn of mind, the late George Gentle became associated with the Mudgee Rifle Club in its early days, 

and for very many years was one of its leading marksmen. He participated in practically all the important shoots of 

the period, and earned the reputation of being a good sportsman. He was held in high regard by the rifle fraternity, 

who will learn of his passing with deep regret. Deceased is survived by two sons and a daughter, to whom sincere 

sympathy is extended. The funeral took place to the Church of England portion of the Mudgee cemetery this 

afternoon, Rev. G. Officer officiating. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 24th June 1948, p. 

20) 

 

At the Mudgee Licensing Court on Tuesday, before Mr. Dash, S.M., Herbert Patterson, licensee of the Hotel Mudgee, 

was granted permission to carry out minor structural improvements. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 1st July 1948, p. 9) 

 

Leo Armati’s son, John, was also a major player in rural newspapers and briefly owned the Mudgee Guardian: 

 

Mr. Leo Armati with wife and family spent the week-end at the Hotel Mudgee. Mr. Armati is a leading 

Australian journalist and has held very high editorial positions, including Editor-in-Chief of Associated 

Newspapers. He and the proprietor of the ‘Guardian’ were at one time fellow reporters on the old Sydney 

‘Star,’ under Ralph Aster, before the ‘Sun’ organisation took over that paper. Their paths then diverged until 

they met again on Monday last. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd September 

1948, p. 2) 

 

WANTED. WAITRESSES. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE. Phone 77. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 10th February 1949, p. 5) 

 

INVITATION . 

TO THE LADIES OF MUDGEE & DISTRICT 

MRS. G. B. RYDER 

THE VOGUE FASHION SALON 

96 Church Street, Mudgee 

REQUESTS THE PRESENCE OF YOUR COMPANY 
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AT A PREVIEW OF 

AUTUMN AND WINTER FASHIONS 

TO BE HELD AT THE HOTEL MUDGEE 

— ON— 

Friday, 18th March, 1949 

3 P.M. TO 9 P.M. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th March 1949, p. 12) 

 

Waitresses Wanted. GOOD CONDITIONS and Wages. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 7th July 1949, p. 5) 

 

WANTED. PANTRYMAID, HOUSE USEFUL, and YARDMAN. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th September 1949, p. 5) 

 

WORSHIPPERS AT THE SHRINE OF HENRY LAWSON: THE POET OF THE PEOPLE. History was 

made at Eurunderee, a few miles beyond Mudgee, on Friday afternoon last, when a fine memorial to perpetuate the 

memory of Henry Lawson, the bard of the people, was unveiled by his widow, Mrs. Bertha Lawson………. The 

visitors and other invited guests were later entertained at an official dinner at the Hotel Mudgee, the arrangements for 

which were perfectly carried out by the Mudgee Council and its clerk…………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 8th September 1949, p. 9) 

 

Mannequin Parade Receipts to go to Baby Health Fund. Receipts of the Mannequin parade at the Hotel Mudgee 

on Friday next will go towards the C.W.A. Baby Health Centre Building Fund. 

 

This arrangement has been made by the generosity of the management of Jas Loneragan and Co. Ltd. and the 

organiser, Miss L. Stapleton to whom members of the Mudgee C.W.A. branch are very grateful. 

 

Mannequins from Sydney will be in attendance and a really fine array of frocks will be displayed to perfection on the 

broad stairway and parade platform. 

 

C.W.A. members will serve supper after which dancing will be indulged in to the music of Kevin Hartman’s Rhythm 

Boys’ Orchestra. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 22nd September 1949, p. 8) 

 

WANTED. RECEPTIONISTE. Smart Young Lady with Clerical ability. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE. (Mudgee 

Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 26th September 1949, p. 5) 

 

POSITION VACANT. KITCHEN MAID WANTED. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 13th October 1949, p. 5) 

 

POSITION VACANT. WAITRESS WANTED. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 13th October 1949, p. 5) 

 

WANTED. FEMALE SWEETS’ COOK. Apply Hotel Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 31st October 1949, p. 5) 

 

The Mayor, Ald. R. A. Roth, entertained Sir Robert Garran at luncheon at the Hotel Mudgee during his visit last 

week. Also in the party were Mr. Mert Duncan (President, Rotary Club), Mr. Gordon Brownhill (Past President) Mr. 

Byron Swindlehurst (Town Clerk) and Mr. Peter Cresswell (Glen Alice). (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 8th December 1949, p. 2) 

 

Mr and Mrs Albert Edds seem to have taken over the licence and management of the Hotel Mudgee in early January 

1950: 

 

Mrs. Eddes (sic) has taken over the control of the Hotel Mudgee. The licence was transferred at the Court 

on Thursday last. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Mon, 23rd January 1950, p. 2) 
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Mrs. E. A. Edds, proprietress of the Hotel Mudgee, was at the local Licensing Court on Thursday, granted 

permission to serve liquor with meals. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th February 

1950, p. 2) 

 

Of interest to sufferers is the coming visit of Mr. A. C. Brown, the well-known rupture specialist of Sydney. Mr. Brown 

designs specially for each case and his moulded to the form method has been a great boon to men, women and 

children all over Australia. He may be contacted at the Hotel Mudgee on Tuesday, April 18, from 7 till 8, and on 

Wednesday, April 19, from 10 till 12 and 2 till 4. Consultations free. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Thursday, 6th April 1950, p. 12) 

 

WANTED. RELIEVING PANTRY MAID. Apply HOTEL MUDGEE. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Monday, 17th April 1950, p. 11) 

 

Mr. L. J. Failes. M.P., will be staying at the Hotel Mudgee tomorrow, Friday, and will be available in the morning to 

any constituents who may wish to interview him. In the afternoon he is opening the P. and C. Association Fete at the 

High School. Mr. Garry Spring will be conversant with Mr. Failes’ movements throughout the day. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th May 1950, p. 2) 

 

This article appears to be inaccurate. He may have been the manager, possibly the licensee, but certainly did not 

purchase the hotel: 

 

Mr. Arthur Bourne paid us a visit on Tuesday. He was only in Condo for a few hours, and took the train to 

Peelwood to meet his wife prior to their departure for Mudgee where he has purchased the Hotel Mudgee. Mr. 

Bourne, who is well-known in Condobolin, was formerly licensee of the Commercial Hotel. (Lachlander and 

Condobolin and Western Districts Recorder, NSW, Thursday, 3rd August 1950, p. 2) 

 

Mrs. G. B. Ryder, of the Vogue Fashion Salon, staged a very successful Mannequin parade at the Hotel Mudgee on 

Friday last in aid of the Red Cross Society. The Mannequins who so ably modelled the fashionable Vogue frocks were: 

Mrs. Haxby, Mrs. Westley, Miss Elka Ryder, Miss Kath Carmichael, Miss Valerie Taylor, Miss Sheila Holmes and Miss 

Rosemary Golden. The pair of nylon stockings was won by Mrs. Fegins. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, Thursday, 24th August 1950, p. 4) 

 

Mr. Lester Simpson, former licensee of the Royal Hotel, Wallerawang visited his brother, Col, and sister-in-law at the 

Railway Hotel last week. He was accompanied by his brother-in-law, Mr. Albert Edds, a former licensee of the Hotel 

Mudgee. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 25th January 1951, p. 11) 

 

Guests at a small gathering at Hotel Mudgee last Tuesday evening were Mr. and Mrs. J. Hill and Mr. and Mrs. G. 

Thorley. The party celebrated the 20th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Crossing, of “Barham,” Linburn. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 1st March 1951, p. 2) 

 

A change of management again at the Hotel Mudgee. Mr Bourne did not stay long: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hutton have come from Sydney to take over the management of the Hotel Mudgee. Mr. 

and Mrs. Bourne leave today for Melbourne, where they intend to spend a short holiday. Last night, members 

of the staff and friends gave them a farewell party at the Hotel and a presentation was made. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 23rd August 1951, p. 12) 

 

WANTED. KITCHEN MAN or KITCHEN MAID, relieving cook. Good wages and conditions. Apply 

HOTEL MUDGEE. Phone 77. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 20th December 1951, p. 

10) 

 

MR. A. W. DAVIDSON. The death occurred in Mudgee on December 22 of Mr. Alexander William Davidson, aged 

57 years. Deceased was the chef at the Hotel Mudgee, where he died suddenly. He is survived by a widow, son and 

daughter, who live at Westmead. The service was conducted in the private chapel of Messrs. Eastaugh and Carroll by 

Rev. C. Ritchie, and the interment took place at the Methodist portion of the Mudgee cemetery on December 25. 

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 3rd January 1952, p. 2) 
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Divorce Cases. Francis John Buckley, of Forbes, sought a divorce from his wife on the grounds of adultery. 

Petitioner, in evidence, stated that some time after his wife had left him, he had learned she and the co-respondent, 

William D. Ryan, were working at the Hotel Mudgee. 

 

Kenneth Roy Hutton, licensee of the Hotel Mudgee, stated that in November, 1951, he had engaged, as a married 

couple, Mr. and Mrs. Ryan. They had occupied the staff quarters. 

 

His Honor found the issues in the affirmative. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 5th June 

1952, p. 1) 

 

Again the Hotel Mudgee was the venue for official Council dining of visiting dignitaries: 

 

Visit of Minister. Mr. M. O’Sullivan, Minister for Health, Dr. Lilley, chairman of the Hospitals’ Commission 

and Mr. Commissioner McIntyre, visited Mudgee on Tuesday, and were entertained at a civic reception in the 

morning by Mayor Roth and Cr. Petrie, president of Cudgegong Shire Council. Aldermen, councillors, hospital 

board directors, and doctors were also in attendance. After the reception the visitors were the guests of the 

Mayor and President at dinner at the Hotel Mudgee. In the afternoon a comprehensive inspection of the 

hospital was made, and the party was later entertained at tea by the Hospital Board. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 30th April 1953, p. 4) 

 

Premier John Joseph (Joe) Cahill (1891-1959) was a long-serving New South Wales politician, railway worker, trade 

unionist and Labor Party Premier of New South Wales from 1952 to his death in 1959. Jack Renshaw (1909-1987) 

was an Australian politician who also served as  Labor Premier of New South Wales from 30 April 1964 to 13 May 

1965. He was the member for Castlereagh, a State electorate which used to contain Mudgee: 

 

                       
    Fig. 45  Premier of New South Wales Joe Cahill                            Fig. 46  Public Works Minister Jack Renshaw 

 

A Big Day. Mudgee had a busy day on Saturday. In the morning Judge McKillop officially unveiled a 

commemorative plaque at the public library, and later Premier Cahill and Works Minister Renshaw were 

accorded a civic reception by Mayor Roth at the Town Hall. The official dinner at the Hotel Mudgee followed, 

and at 3 o’clock the Premier declared the Olympic Pool open. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, 

Monday, 9th November 1953, p. 3) 

 

Peter Scriven (1930-1998) was a pioneer Australian puppeteer who made his debut in 1953, so the visit to Mudgee, 

part of a grand provincial tour,  was early in his professional career. It is interesting to note that Donald Friend’s sister, 
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Gwen Friend, was a member of the troupe during the Mudgee visit. Donald had been part of the revival of the gold 

mining village of Hill End near Mudgee which became an artists’ retreat after WWII.  

 

He was later associated with the Tintookies and established the Marionette Theatre of Australia in 1965. In 1969 a fire 

destroyed almost all of his original puppets.  

 

 
Fig. 47  Peter Scriven and some of his marionettes (1956) 

 

Peter Scriven Puppet Show Was Great Success. The Mudgee Arts Council is to be commended on its 

forethought in bringing the Peter Scriven Puppets to town. 

 

The show was well presented. with its own stage, lighting equipment and other necessary impedimenta. 

Presentation was smooth and was well handled by Mr. Scriven and his assistant. Miss Friend (sister of artist, 

Donald Friend). The programme consisted of a revue, ‘These Foolish Strings’, several little playlets, and a 

musical fantasia, ‘The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.’ Following the show, Mr. Scriven appeared before the curtain, 

and displayed various puppets and their workings. His aim, he said, was to popularise puppets as an 

entertainment medium which all could enjoy. 

 

Later, Mr. Scriven and his friends were entertained to supper at the Hotel Mudgee by members of the Arts 

Council, and there he spoke on the spontaneity of Mudgee audiences, and the hospitality he had received 

during his short stay in town. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 8th March 1954, p. 3) 

 

The Legacy dinner held at the Hotel Mudgee on Saturday night last was attended by Contact Group officials from 

Coonabarabran, Dunedoo and other centres. Main speaker for the evening was President Gibson, of the Sydney 

Group, who recently conducted Her Majesty the Queen over Legacy House in Sydney. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 12th April 1954, p. 2) 

 

The Singer Sewing Machine Co. require a Mudgee district representative, and intending applicants may interview the 

manager at the Hotel Mudgee on April 26 and 27. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 26th April 

1954, p. 3) 
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Pat Hills (1917-1992) was a Labor politician who also served on the Sydney City Council , and served as Lord Mayor 

from 1953 to 1956. During his term in the Legislative Assembly (1954 to 1988, he served as Deputy Premier under 

Premier Jack Renshaw: 

 

Lord Mayor Welcomed. Ald. Hills, Lord Mayor of Sydney, who visited Mudgee during the week, was 

entertained at a well-attended civic reception at the Town Hall on Wednesday afternoon when Mayor Roth 

conferred on him the freedom of the city. Other citizens, including Mr. L. Nott, M.L.A.,  joined in the welcome, 

and the Lord Mayor made a fitting response, in which he sincerely thanked all those who had combined to 

make the stay of himself and his wife very happy. Ald. Hills was the guest of the Mayor and aldermen at a 

dinner at the Hotel Mudgee in the evening, and everything passed off very pleasantly. During the afternoon 

the ladies entertained Mrs. Hills at a function in the C.W.A. rooms, and a large attendance paid appropriate 

compliments to the Mayoress. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10th June 1954, p. 4) 

 

 
Fig. 48  Lord Mayor of Sydney, Pat Hills 

 

Judge Percy Shortland, who died in July 1954, was familiar with Mudgee, having been the headmaster of the Mudgee 

High School during its early years: 

 

 
Fig. 49  Judge Percy Shortland 
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Judge Percy Douglas Shortland, who retired from the District Court bench in 1950, died on Tuesday 

afternoon at his home at Strathfield. A Sydney University Arts and Law graduate, deceased was formerly 

headmaster of Mudgee High School. He became an alderman of Strathfield Council, and later was Mayor for 

six years. The late Judge Shortland was interested in sport, and was president of the Western Suburbs Cricket 

Club and of the University Rugby Union. Married in 1919, he is survived by Mrs. Shortland, one son and two 

daughters, Mesdames Donald Taylor and Montagu Hicks, all of Sydney. During his lengthy residence in 

Mudgee the late Judge proved himself an outstanding headmaster and a most estimable citizen. He was the 

inspiration of students, and many, under his training, qualified for high positions in various parts of the State. 

In the field of sport he was equally outstanding, particularly as regards Rugby Union, and the school teams 

during his regime were among the leaders in the State. He was also a keen cricketer, and played with his students 

in competition fixtures. Later, on being elevated to the Bench, he became attached to the western circuit, and 

presided over Mudgee Quarter Sessions and District Courts for many years. On the occasion of every visit he 

found great pleasure in renewing the many friendships formed in his High School days, and never at any time 

did he lose interest in the town where he was so happily situated. His passing will be deeply deplored by a very 

wide circle of devoted friends and admirers. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 8th July 

1954, p. 2) 

 

MR. L J. FAILES, M.P., wishes to advise the public that he will be visiting this part of the electorate this week and 

may be contacted – Hotel Mudgee, Mudgee. WEDNESDAY, 14th. (Afternoon)………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Monday, 12th July 1954, p. 9) 

 

Dr. ‘Nugget’ Coombs (1906-1997) was a well-known economist and public servant, best known as the first Governor 

of the Reserve Bank of Australia, in office from 1960 to 1968. He had a 25-year long secret affair with poetess Judith 

Wright. 

 

 
Fig. 50  Dr. ‘Nugget’ Coombs 

 

Dr. H. C. Coombs, Governor of the Commonwealth Bank, visited Mudgee yesterday, and was 

accompanied by Mr. A. N. Armstrong, General manager of the Trading Bank, and Mr. F. O. Walters, Assistant 

Governor. In the evening they were entertained at a dinner at the Hotel Mudgee by Mayor Roth and President 

Barton (Cudgegong Shire Council), and there was a large and influential gathering of citizens. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Monday, 19th July 1954, p. 1) 

 

An Apex Club was formed in Mudgee at a dinner attended by 86 visitors and local residents held at the Hotel Mudgee 

last Saturday evening. Amongst those present were Messrs. Ern. White (National President) and Doug Frame 

(National Vice President), both of whom delivered inspiring addresses, also Mr. N. Burrows (Wellington), who 

occupied the chair, and the Governors of Districts 1 and 2, Messrs. Gordon Christie and Chas. Medcalf. Each speaker 

emphasised the aims of Apex Clubs, which are fellowship, service to the community, and citizenship. (Mudgee Guardian 

and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 22nd July 1954, p. 2) 
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Loneragan’s Fashion Parade. Loneragans, of Mudgee presented a Spring Fashion Parade in conjunction with the 

Country Women’s Association last Wednesday evening, proceeds being earmarked for the Baby Health Centre. The 

foyer of the Hotel Mudgee, where the parade was staged, was beautifully decorated in an abundance of lovely flowers 

by Mrs. Bruce Merrin, and the display was organised by Miss Stapleton, Loneragans’ fashion buyer. The attractive 

models were the Misses N. Washington, Fay Phillips, Pat Carberry, Pat Hart, Kath Carmichael, Betty Lynch, Betty 

Orth and Mrs. Athol Nicholls. Vocal solos were rendered by the Misses Beatrice Hall and Beth Chivers, accompanied 

by Mr. Charles Wilton at the piano. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday, 13th September 1954, p. 

4) 

 

On Friday last, Bro. G. H. Tupper (manager of the Commonwealth Drug Co.) paid a visit to the Mudgee Friendly 

Societies’ Pharmacy and was accorded a welcome by the chairman and members of the Board. His visit was part of a 

goodwill tour of the west and north-west of the State, and whilst here he made many useful suggestions to the Board 

regarding an improved layout of the pharmacy. The Board members were later entertained at the Hotel Mudgee as 

guests of the Common wealth Drug Co. (Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 4th November 

1954, p. 2) 

 

Mudgee Receives Official Recognition as Blue Ribbon Municipality of New South Wales. A memorable 

celebration took place in Mudgee on Monday night, when leading Local Government authorities combined to present 

the Bluett Award to Council and offer congratulations to the aldermen and town clerk (Mr. B. Swindlehurst) on the 

part they played in preparing the case which won for Mudgee the honour of being classed as the leading municipality 

in the State. 

 

Quite a large number of the visitors were marshalled by Mayor Roth on Monday afternoon, and, although the weather 

was threatening early in the piece, the tour of the town was quite enjoyable. Lawson Park, with its glorious sweep of 

trees and lawns and picturesque Olympic pool, helped the visitors to understand why Mudgee’s claims to fame had 

been recognised. Robertson, Victoria and Cahill Parks were also on the list, and they created a very favorable 

impression. Other places of importance helped to add interest to the tour of inspection. 

 

In the evening a large gathering was entertained to dinner at the Hotel Mudgee, and the catering arrangements satisfied 

the guests that Mudgee has other attractions to offer besides its scenic beauties…………. (Mudgee Guardian and North-

Western Representative, Thursday, 2nd December 1954, p. 5) 

 

Sir Alec Victor Bedser, CBE  (1918-2010) was a professional English cricketer, primarily a medium-fast bowler. He is 

widely regarded as one of the best English cricketers of the 20th century. Bedser played first-class cricket for Surrey 

from 1939 to 1960 alongside his identical twin brother Eric (1918-2006): 

 

 
Fig. 51  Eric Bedser (left) and Alec Bedser right) 

 

There have been quite a few sensations in the Mudgee cricketing world this year, but by far and above the 

greatest was the visit to town yesterday morning of Big Alec Bedser and his brother, Eric. The famous 

Englishmen were first sighted at the Hotel Mudgee, where they had halted – on their way from Cassilis to 
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Sydney – to wash some of the dust from their throat. Quickly the word flew round, and when the two giants 

later walked down the street many eyes followed their movements. 

 

Most envied person in Mudgee was Andy Pirie, who was introduced to the brothers. 

 

The introduction was performed by Mr. Baillieu, of Tongy Station, Cassilis, with whom Alec, and Eric had 

been staying for six days. And ever since shaking hands with them, the bashful Andy has gone round with his 

head in a cloud! 

 

Incidentally, Andy wished Alec a quick wicket or two on Friday (traitorous dog!), and this same hope was 

echoed in a thunderous roar from Peter Bockos as the brothers drove out of town…….. (Mudgee Guardian and 

North-Western Representative, Thursday, 16th December 1954, p. 3) 

 

The following country tour was an innovative promotion of rural production, and would have been a boost for 

Mudgee. Interestingly, Mudgee veterinarian David Parry-Okeden is a son of Major William Parry-Okeden (1910-1982), 

for many years the director of the Royal Agricultural Society: 

 

A Preview of the Royal Easter Show. A four-day motor coach tour to inspect preparations being made for 

the 1963 Royal Easter Show, will begin on Monday, March 11. 

 

The tour will cover the central-western districts of N.S.W. Overnight stops will be made at Mudgee, Dubbo 

and Orange. 

 

The tour is being sponsored by the Shell Company of Australia and Shell Chemical (Australia) Pty. Ltd., in 

association with the Royal Agricultural Society of N.S.W. 

 

It will be the sixth annual tour of its kind in N.S.W. and the party will be representatives of metropolitan and 

country newspapers, magazines, films, radio and television. Three television stations will be represented. 

 

The official leader of the party will be Mr. W. A. Meares, of Forbes, a Councillor of the RAS. 

 

Details of the tour were released by R.A.S. director, Mr. W. N. Parry-Okeden, who expressed the society’s 

thanks to the Shell Companies for the sponsorship of the tour. 

 

“This year the Royal Easter Show is an official part of Australia’s 175th Anniversary celebrations,” he said. 

“We welcome the opportunity to show the general public the immense amount of work and preparation that 

goes to make a national show of this kind.” 

 

The touring party will leave Sydney by the Mudgee Mail train on Sunday evening, March 10. 

 

The tour proper will begin on Monday, March 11, when a visit will be paid to ‘Havilah,’ near Mudgee, where 

Devon cattle and poultry will be inspected. 

 

In the afternoon the party will see the Craigmoor vineyards and winery at Mudgee. 

 

In the evening they will be given a civic reception and dinner at the Hotel Mudgee as guests of the Mayor of 

Mudgee, Ald. E. G. Moufarrige, and the President of the Cudgegong Shire Council, Clr. C. Baker. The party 

will spend the night at the Mudgee Motel. ……… (Western Herald, Bourke, NSW, Friday, 8th March 1963, p. 

10) 
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The Beginning of the End 
 

On 22nd February 1965 Royda Floretta Davison, of Restdown at Eglinton, sold the Hotel Mudgee to Walter John 

Charles Forsyth for £30,000 (OST C2736 373); her husband’s name does not appear in the sale document, yet he is 

mentioned as the owner in subsequent newspaper reports.  

 

A month later, on 25th March 1965, Walter John Charles Forsyth conveyed the Hotel Mudgee to the Shell Company 

of Australia Ltd., for the sum of 10/- (OST 2740 191). It is thought that he had been an agent acting on behalf of 

Shell. 

 

The following article sounds the death knoll for the grand Hotel Mudgee which, by 1965, had seen better days: 

 

MUDGEE HOTEL WILL BE DOWN WITHIN A MONTH. 

 

The Mudgee Hotel will probably be completely demolished within a month from next Thursday. 

 

The Hotel is expected to be delicensed by the Licensing Court next Thursday and then demolition work will 

begin. 

 

The Hotel’s licensee (Mr Ron Jones) said yesterday that if the hotel was de-licensed by the Licensing Court, its 

doors would close on Thursday night at 10 p.m. 

 

He added that this would leave the way clear for the Shell Company to sign the contract for land and begin 

demolition to make way for the service station.  

 

The contract would probably be signed within a few days of the Licensing Court’s decision, he said. 

 

Mr. Jones said demolition of the building would be completed within a month of next Thursday. 

 

The final demolition of the Mudgee to make way for the service station follows a lengthy dispute with the 

Mudgee Council and the Shell company. 

 

The demolition of the hotel was the subject of several council debates, but now Council has given the Shell 

Co. the  green light to continue with the erection of a service station. 

 

Council objected on the grounds that the loss of the hotel would mean a drop in accommodation facilities for 

travellers, particularly tourists. 

 

However, as the owner of the building (Mr. Charles Davison) was willing to sell the building, and actual 

building specifications met with Council regulations, the Council had no direct power to stop the erection of 

a service station on the hotel site. (Mudgee Guardian and Gulgong Advertiser, Friday, 12th February 1965, p. 1) 

 

The de-licensing was approved and the hotel ceased trading.  
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Clearing Sale and Demolition 
 

Arrangements were made to auction off the contents of the hotel on Friday, 26th February 1965: 

 

 
Fig. 52  Advertisement: sale of contents of the Hotel Mudgee  

 

Finally, the dreaded moment arrives: D-Day: demolition: 

 

Work has begun on the demolition of the Hotel Mudgee, to make way for a new Shell service station. 

 

Workmen yesterday and on Monday were removing interior fittings.  

 

Work on the exterior demolition is expected to start within a few days. 

 

The original estimate for demolition was one month from when the hotel closed. (Mudgee Guardian and Gulgong 

Advertiser, Wednesday, 17th March 1965, p. 1) 

 

Subsequently materials were sold. Mementoes of the Hotel Mudgee are no doubt all over the Mudgee district: 

 

 
Fig. 53  Advertisement: demolition sale of the Hotel Mudgee materials 
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Appendix 1:  Inventory of the Hotel Mudgee (1950) 

Old System Miscellaneous Register No. 39380 
 

 

 

 
Fig. 54  Contents of Rooms 1 to 8 (1950) 

 

 
Fig. 55  Contents of Rooms 9 to 34 (1950) 
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Fig. 56 Contents of  Rooms 35 to 43, main lounge, office, bar, dining room, staff dining room, pantry, kitchen, 

front verandah (1950) 

 

 
Fig. 57  Contents of flat, linen presses, miscellanea, staff quarters, 1st floor balcony, cocktail bar (1950) 
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Appendix 2:  Licensees, Managers, and Owners 
 

Date Licensee Manager Owner(s) 

1929-1937 Herman Warneminde Clarrie Scully Hotel Mudgee Ltd 

1937-1939 Arthur Muuga Arthur Muuga  

1939-1941 Herman Warneminde Clarrie Scully  

1941- Arthur Muuga Arthur Muuga  

1945-1947 Earle Knowles  Earle Knowles 

1947- Alfred Henry Martin   

1947 J. Gardiner J. Gardiner Charles and Royda Davison 

1948 Herbert Ernest Patterson  

1950-1950 Mrs. E. Albert Edds  

1950-1951  Arthur Bourne 

1951- Kenneth Roy Hutton   

   

   

   

-1965 Ron Jones  

1965 - - Walter John Charles Forsyth 
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Appendix 3:  Some Notable Guests and Visitors at the Hotel Mudgee 
 

Date Name Status 

March 1929 Mrs. A. F. Dunn, wife of local State M.L.A., A. F. Dunn Entertained 

April 1929 Stanley C. Wilson, Deputy Mayor of Armidale, NSW Guest 

June 1930 Dr. Earle Page, M.H.R. Meeting 

June 1931 Mr. and Mrs. Moses, of Arrowfield horse stud, Scone Guests 

June 1931 South African wool conference delegation Diners 

July 1931 Ted Coombes of Lue Station, and Joyce Harris Wedding reception 

July 1931 Mrs. and Miss Fiaschi, Mudgee vineyard owners Guests 

September 1971 Mrs. David Innes Watt, nee Blackman Guest 

March 1932 Governor-General Sir Isaac Isaacs Morning tea and 
civic reception 

April 1932 Señor Zalapa, Consul for Mexico in Sydney, and Señora Zalapa Guests 

August 1932 Western Australia Senator Sir Hal Colebatch and Lady Colebatch Guests 

August 1932 State Governor Sir Philip Game Meeting 

September 1932 State Governor Sir Philip Game Dinner 

September 1932 Mr Gates, Sydney Police Magistrate, and family Guests 

February 1933 French aristocrat Vicomte de Fontaine, domiciled in Egypt, and party Guests 

April 1933 Mr. and Mrs. Les Coward of Birriwa Station, Birriwa Guests 

July 1933 Mrs and Miss Fiaschi, Mudgee vineyard owners Guests 

October 1933 Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Wynne and party Guests 

March 1934 17th Baron Petre Guest 

October 1934 Mr. Van de Hoff, South African pastoralist Guest 

March 1935 State Governor Sir Alexander Hore-Ruthven Entertained 

December 1935 Mr. C. L. A. Abbott. M.P. for Gwydir Guest 

May 1936 Artist Peter Bousfield Exhibition 

September 1936 Sir Arthur Rickard and Messrs. Proud, Shaw, and Aislabie Guests 

February 1937 Mr. Vero Read, solicitor of Sydney, and Mrs. Read Guests 

May 1937 Joseph Curtin, Leader of the ALP, and Dame Mary Hughes, wife of 
Billy Hughes 

Dinner 

August 1937 Justice Nield and family Guests 

September 1937 NSW Attorney-General H. E. Manning and Mrs. Manning Guests 

October 1937 Sir Frederick McMaster of Dalkeith at Cassilis Rotary meeting and 
dinner 

November 1937 Minister for Local Government, Mr. Spooner Guest 

January 1938 Marchioness of Sligo and Lady Maclean Guests 

February 1938 8th Viscount Galway, Governor-General of New Zealand Guest 

February 1938 9th Earl de la Warr Guest 

March 1938 Mr. Buttenshaw, former Minister for Lands, and Mrs. Buttenshaw Guests 

September 1938 Mr. McKay, Police Commissioner, and party Guests 

January 1940 Mr. Justice Boyce and Mrs. Boyce Dinner 

January 1940 Mr. A. E. Moore, former Premier of Queensland, and Mrs. Moore Guests 

February 1940 Mr. C. Pickup, P.M., Guest 

May 1940 Judge and Mrs.  Shortland Guest 

September 1940 Mr. Sheridan, Police Magistrate of Sydney Guest 

November 1940 Judge Perdriau, Dr. Reid. and Mr. Heathcote, of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Court 

Guests 

December 1940 Air Marshall Williams and Mr. Knox, officers in charge of the Air Force 
and Construction in Australia 

Lunch 

December 1940 Ald. Griffin, mayor of Bathurst Guest 

December 1940 Mr. J. Weir, Inspector of the Department of Labor and Industry Guest 

Many 1941 Messrs. J. Bromwich, J. Gilchrist, W. Sidwell and R. Barnes, champion 
tennis players 

Guests 

June 1941 Mr. Prince, inspector of the Rural Bank Guest 

August 1941 Sir Phillip Goldfinch Guest 

September 1941 Mr. Justice Roper, Supreme Court judge Guest 

March 1946 Governor-General the Duke of Gloucester and the Duchess of 
Gloucester 

Official welcome 
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December 1949 Sir Robert Garran, Rotary Governor Civic luncheon 

April 1953 Mr. M. O’Sullivan, Minister for Health, and party Civic reception 

November 1953 NSW Premier John Cahill and Works Minister Jack Renshaw Civic dinner 

June 1954 Ald. Hills, Lord Mayor of Sydney Civic dinner 

July 1954 Dr. H. C. Coombs, Governor of the Commonwealth Bank Civic dinner 

December 1954 Alec and Eric Bedser, cricketers Drink 

March 1963 Travelling Royal Agricultural Party of journalists Civic dinner, and 
guests 
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Architect 1:  Dallas Edward Walsh 
 

Regrettably little  is known about Dallas Edward Walsh. He appears to have had a diverse practice, judging from 

tenders called by him for a wide range of buildings: shops in Randwick, Campsie, Hurstville and Auburn, a picture 

theatre in Belmore, additions to Rose Bay Methodist Church in 1924, factories in Croydon Park and Fivedock in 1937, 

alterations to Ashfield Town Hall in 1937, and a block of flats in Rose Bay in 1937. In 1941 he was designed a large 

block of flats in Greenknowe Avenue, Potts Point called Tara, originally called Texas, in a late Art Deco style. 

 

Dallas Edward Walsh was born in Sydney in 1893, a son of Alfred Walsh and Minne, nee Vote. In 1923 he married 

Edith Baker at Canterbury in Sydney.  

 

He commenced practice in January 1918.  He appears in the Register of Architects of NSW with Certificate No. 561, 

dated 27th August 1923, when the Architects Act of 1921 came into effect, establishing the Architects Register. A 

profile of Walsh appeared in the magazine Decoration and lass, July 1935. He was still on the Board’s Roll at his first 

cited office address, 4 Castlereagh Street Sydney, in 1942. In November of 1967, he requested removal from the 

Register, from his then address of 36 Hay Street, Croydon Park.   

 

Although he is listed as the architect responsible for the initial design of the Hotel Mudgee, it is not known why he 

was not given the brief for alterations carried out once construction had started. As Dallas Edward Walsh was based 

at 4 Castlereagh Street in Sydney, Mudgee-based architect Harold Hardwick, a familiar of the Loneragan family, may 

have been asked to supervise construction. 
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Architect 2:  Harold Hardwick 
 

Harold Hardwick was a Rylstone-born and Mudgee-resident architect who has left an indelible impression on the 
streetscapes and landscapes of the greater Mudgee district and beyond. He lived and worked in Mudgee from the 
mid-1890s until his death in 1935, and there would be few buildings constructed in the district in that period which 
he didn’t design.  
 
It should also be noted that a lot of Harold Hardwick’s briefs also involved alterations and additions, either to 

existing buildings or to his own earlier briefs, thus extending his architectural influence considerably. The full 
extent of his work will perhaps never be documented, unless a meticulous ledger appears mysteriously from one 
of his descendants. While many of his briefs can be ascertained from public knowledge, published histories and 
newspaper tenders, there are also many works which may be attributed to him on stylistic grounds. Some of his 
works have been regrettably demolished, including several in the Mudgee CBD in recent memory. 
 
Harold Robert Hardwick (A.I.A.) was born 6 November 1866 at Rylstone, sixth child and fifth son of English-
born John William Hardwick and his Australian-born wife, Rebecca, nee White. John William was a talented 
sketcher and the State Library of NSW holds several of his sketches drawn in his early days in the colony. John 
William eventually settled in Rylstone where he established a general store and built a house, named Hedingly; 
both these buildings survive in Mudgee Street, Rylstone. A Methodist lay preacher, John William was an 
influential figure in Methodism in the district, laying the foundation stone for a new Wesleyan-Methodist church 
in Mudgee in 1863. Harold continued the association of the Hardwick family with the Mudgee Methodist Church 
until his death. 
 
Harold architectural practice was initially located in Davidson's chambers in Market Street in 1898, which is now 
the western half of Husband’s Saddlery. In later years his practice was based in his own home, Spenfield, at 73 

Lewis Street, for many years the home of Dennis and Linda Yeo. His first known brief in the town is the building 
containing the former Elton’s Pharmacy which was constructed in 1899. 
 
In 1898 Harold married Adele Florence Wells, born in Mudgee in 1877, a daughter of Henry Edward Alexander 
Wells and Laura, nee Richards. Circa 1902 Harold designed a house in Mudgee for his parents-in-law, named 
Lauralla. Located on the south-eastern corner of Mortimer and Lewis Streets, Lauralla remained with the Wells 
family until 1952.  
 
Harold and Adele Florence had five children, all born in Mudgee: Effie (1899), George (1901), William (1903), 
Adele (1906) and Charles (born and died in 1908); youngest daughter Adele became a noted ballerina. According 
to Harold’s grandson, the Reverend Alfred Robert Hardwick, Harold was a strict Methodist who went to church 
every Sunday. He was one of the first to have a car in Mudgee. Harold died in Mudgee in 1935 and his wife Adele 
Florence died in Mudgee in 1943.  
 
Harold had a virtual monopoly in his profession, as he was the only architect living in the Mudgee district during 
his working life. He also had extensive associations with some clients and their families, often being 
commissioned to carry out alterations and additions to his original works such as for the Lesters at Forgadenny 
and for the Loneragans at Heaton Lodge. He also had extensive honorary associations with Mudgee Hospital and 
the Mudgee Show Society, serving on the hospital board and Show Society committee and designing numerous 
buildings for the hospital and at the showground. His residential briefs evolved from the ornate late Victorian 
period, through the Federation Arts and Crafts period, and finished with the more restrained California bungalow 
of the 1920s and 1930s. 
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Numerous builders and carpenters in Mudgee carried out Hardwick briefs: Collyer and Carmichael, Murphy 
Brothers, Stoddart and Casimir, Stoddart Brothers, George Knight. The Stoddart family has been involved in the 
building trade in Mudgee since the 1880s, and still operates a joinery on the Burrundulla industrial estate. 
 
Unsigned plans by Harold Hardwick are easily recognized, as he had a unique florid style of print which seemed 
to be constant throughout his career. The author of this article would be most interested to hear from anyone who 
knows or suspects that a building which they own or are familiar with is/was a Hardwick brief. He would be 
particularly interested in sourcing or sighting any drawings of floor plans or elevations of buildings.  
 
Harold’s ‘bread and butter’ briefs were houses and some of the more significant ones are: Forgandenny, on the 
south-eastern corner of Short and Lewis Streets, for Dr Lester; Mount Pleasant, at Pipeclay Creek, for the Roth 
family; two substantial adjoining houses at 62 and 64 Court Street, Mudgee; Athlone at Erudgere; Fairview, at 
Bombira, for the Roth family; Wallenstein, at Eurunderee, for the Roth family; Kojinup, on the north-western 
corner of Market and Lewis Streets; Yatala, on the south-western corner of Court and Gladstone Streets, for the 
Kellett family; Rexton, later a private hospital, in Douro Street, for pharmacist William Lester; Warrungunyah 
homestead, at Ilford, for the Suttor family; renovations to Guntawang homestead, at Gulgong, for Hugh Denison;  
Bookham, on the south-western corner of Douro and Mortimer Streets, for the Hardwick family (no connection); 
13 Lovejoy Street, for town clerk Thomas Lovejoy; Shenstone, at 26 Lawson Street, for Richard Loneragan; and 
94 Gladstone Street, at the north-eastern corner of Gladstone and Douro Streets, for Mr and Mrs Reuss. 
 
Many of Mudgee’s commercial premises are presumed to be ‘Hardwick’ briefs. Known briefs include: Lester’s 

Pharmacy, in Church Street; Broughton private hospital, in Short Street, and the adjoining matron’s house and 

nurses’ quarters; a range of shops on the south-western corner of Church and Mortimer Streets which contain the 
original Methodist chapel (the roofline of which is still visible behind the parapet); second story additions to the 
Federal Hotel; additions to the Inverness Hotel on the Sydney Road; and the Hotel Mudgee, now the site of the 
Shell garage; 
 
Harold’s churches are delightful and perhaps his most successful briefs are: St. Lawrence O’Toole at Wollar, 

Havilah chapel, the Methodist Church at Wallerawang; St. Paul’s Catholic Church at Coolah, St. Luke’s Anglican 

Church at Wollar, St .Lawrence’s Anglican Church at Kandos; Sunday school additions to the Mudgee Methodist 

Church; and the brick Roman Catholic church at Lue. 
 
Harold also designed a number of club buildings: the Mudgee Club, in Lovejoy Street, and renovated an old wool 
store around the corner in Perry Street as premises of Lodge Edinburgh for use as a Masonic Hall. 
 
Harold designed stables or additions to same for several hotels in Mudgee. He also designed a substantial addition 
to the Horbury Hunt wing of the stables at Havilah. Here he was careful to carry on the design theme of the two 
earlier sections. 
 
Harold also designed a number of memorials including the band rotunda and the war memorial obelisk in 
Robertson Park.  
 
Within the region he designed the Rylstone Shire Chambers, a Shire Hall at Coonabarabran and a Community 
Hall at Leadville.  
 
I have compiled an extensive inventory of Harold Hardwick’s works sourced from newspaper tenders and articles. 
Regrettably, a lot of the items are not clearly identified, due to the lack of an owner’s name or a precise location: 

‘house in Market Street’ is rather nebulous. 
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The Hotel Plans 
 

The drawings  on this page (Fig. 58 and Fig. 59) are presumed to be by Dallas Edward Walsh, although they are 

unsigned and undated. 

 

 
Fig. 58  Top: Western (Church Street) elevation  Below: Northern (Mortimer Street) elevation 

 

 
Fig. 59  Top: Garages  Middle: Southern (rear) elevation   Below: Cross section of the northern elevation 
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The ground plan below in Fig. 60, approved during construction in 1929, is by Hardwick, with his distinctive script, 

and is identified and dated as his work 

 

◄N 

 
Fig. 60  Ground plan of the Hotel Mudgee 
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The plan below (Fig. 61) of the ground floor as originally envisaged, is presumed to be by Dallas Edward Walsh. 

 

N 

▼ 

 
Fig. 61  Ground floor 
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The plan below (Fig. 62) of the first floor as originally envisaged, is presumed to be by Dallas Edward Walsh. 

 

N 

▼ 

 
Fig. 62  First floor 
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The plans below (Fig. 63) of alterations to the ground and first floors, approved during construction, are definitely 

by Harold Hardwick, and are identified and dated as his work. 

 

 

N 

▼ 

 
Fig. 63  Alterations to the Hotel Mudgee, approved 21/2/1929 
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The plan of the new cocktail bar in 1937 (Fig. 64) are unsigned, and may not necessarily have been deigned by an 

architect. The design is certainly not by Harold Hardwick, however, as he died in 1935. 

 

 

N► 

 
Fig. 64  Cocktail bar 
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The Builder: Daniel Joseph O’Curry 
 
Little is known about Daniel Joseph O’Curry, a son of Frank and Mary O’Curry. He was prominent in Sydney’s lay 

Catholic hierarchy and was a regular donor to Catholic charities. This is presumably how he came to be associated 

with Ted Loneragan, also a prominent Catholic layman. He was also a member of the original Hotel Mudgee Ltd 

syndicate. 

 

He and his wife Mary had at least two daughters: Mary, born in Sydney in 1914, and Therese. He died in Burwood in 

1942.  

 

In 1919 he was a director of a newly-formed company, Bankstown Cement Tiles Ltd. Subsequently he was involved 

in developing land and building houses at Bankstown throughout the 1920s. In 1924 he built St. Martha’s Catholic 

Church at Strathfield and in 1926 he was elected a member of the Master Builders’ Association of New South Wales. 
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Photographs of the Hotel Mudgee 
 

There are few photographs of the Hotel Mudgee in the public domain, although hopefully more will come to light 

from private collections once this research project becomes more widely known. The photographs below come from 

the collection of the Mudgee Historical Society Inc, of which I am a former President. Although none of them are 

identified by date I have arranged them in a rough chronological order based on observations of the structure – the 

absence or presence of the air control tower) and minor physical changes – and on the vintage of cars present in the 

street: 

 

Photo 1: 

 
Fig. 65  Looking north down Church Street, above Mortimer Street, with the Hotel Mudgee extreme right,  

and across Mortimer Street the Sydney Hotel. Parking is erratic, nose-in, parallel, rear-to-kerb. (1930s) 

 

Photo 2 

 
Fig. 66  The northern (Mortimer Street) façade (1930s) 
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Photo 3 

 
Fig. 67  Corner view looking south at the intersection of Church and Mortimer Streets (1930s). Herman 

Warneminde was licensee until 1937 (1930s)  

 

 

Photo 4 

 
Fig. 68  An early colour photograph, this view clearly shows the air observer’s tower at the rear. One of the doors 

to the public bar on the Mortimer Street façade has been bricked up, and the walls of the corner facades of the 

ground floor have been partially tiled. A neon “Hotel Mudgee” sign now appears on the corner on the first floor 

(1950s) 

 

 



The Hotel Mudgee – Draft July 2021 

 

101 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 5 

 
Fig. 69  Similar view to Fig. 68 (1950s) 

 

Photo 6 

 
Fig. 70  The neon sign on the corner has been removed, and the H and M (Hotel Mudgee) symbol atop the tower is 

clearly seen. Note the early model Volkswagen Kombi on the right (1960s) 
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Photo 7 

 
Fig. 71  The Hotel Mudgee in the early 1960s. The Volkswagen sedan is a 1958 model or later (1960s) 
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Hotel Mudgee Memorabilia 
 

Throughout Mudgee and district there are no doubt countless examples of Hotel Mudgee memorabilia squirrelled 

away in cupboards. Hopefully this project will bring more items to light, especially unusual items. 

 

This mirror in Fig. 72, now in the Mudgee Museum, is alleged to have come from the Hotel Mudgee. 

 

 
Fig. 72  Mirror at the Mudgee Museum, allegedly from the Hotel Mudgee (2021) 

 

 
Fig. 73  Promotional cards at the Mudgee Museum from the Hotel Mudgee (2021) 
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Fig. 74  Stamped crockery at the Mudgee Museum from the Hotel Mudgee (2021) 

 

 
Fig. 75  Stamped crockery and EPNS silverware at the Mudgee Museum from the Hotel Mudgee (2021) 
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Fig. 76  Window from the Hotel Mudgee in situ at Linden, Eurunderee 
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